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Redmond on target in opening day draw 
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Nathan Redmond celebrates scoring his goal in Saints' Premier League opener against Watford. 


Adam 

Leitch 



NATHAN Redmond scored on his 
Saints debut to rescue a point for 
his new team as Claude Puel’s 
reign started with a draw against 
ten man Watford at St Mary’s. 

Watford took the lead after just 
nine minutes with Etienne Ca- 
poue volleying home from inside 
the area in a frustrating first half 
for Saints. 

However, £10m summer signing 
Redmond popped up 13 minutes 
into the second period to level 
things up. 

Watford had sub Ben Watson 
sent off just 12 minutes after he 
came off the bench but they man¬ 
aged to hold on for a creditable 
opening day point. 

Saints came so close to opening 
the scoring in the opening mo¬ 
ments of the game. 

James Ward-Prowse was 
brought down by a high boot leav¬ 
ing Dusan Tadic the chance to 
shoot from 20 yards out with a left 
footed free kick. 

Heurelho Gomes got down to 
his right and pushed the ball back 


TEAM NEWS 

JOSE Fonte was left on the bench 
for the opening-day game against 
Watford, but Cedric Soares was 
considered fit to play. 

The pair were allowed to return late 
following their Euro 2016-winning 
exploits with Portugal, and both had 
only had 45 minutes of pre-season 
action. 

Maya Yoshida was the man to play 
alongside Virgil van Dijk in the centre 
of defence. 

Claude Puel opted to start with James 
Ward-Prowse in a central midfield role, 
while new signing Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg 
was left among the subs. 

out into the area but had to react 
quickly to save again from Miguel 
Britos who had unwitting deflect¬ 
ed the ball back towards his own 
goal. 

Watford’s 3-5-2 system was al¬ 
lowing Cedric Soares a bit of 
space down the right side and he 
opted to shoot from distance on 
eight minutes but it was a fairly 
comfortable save for Gomes. 

Just a minute later it was Wat¬ 
ford’s time to get some width, and 
they scored. 

A deep cross from the right was 


Nathan Redmond and Shane Long 
started up front. 

SAINTS: Forster, Cedric, Yoshida, van 
Dijk, Targett, Romeu, Davis, Ward- 
Prowse, Tadic, Redmond, Long. 

Subs: McCarthy, Fonte, Pied, Clasie, 
Hojbjerg, Rodriguez, Austin. 

WATFORD: Gomes, Cathcart, Prodl, 
Britos, Amrabat, Capoue, Behrami, 
Guedioura, Holebas, Deeney, Ighalo. 
Subs: Pantilimon, Nyom, Anya, Zuniga, 
Watson, Sinclair, Vydra. 

Ref: Roger East 

met by the head of Troy Deeney 
at the far post who directed it 
back across goal. 

Etienne Capoue was making 
the break into the area from deep 
and slid in to meet the ball and 
smashed home a volley for 1-0. 

Saints had started confidently 
but after falling behind were sud¬ 
denly nervy, while Watford looked 
so vulnerable at the back and yet 
so threatening going forward. 

The St Mary’s crowd were also 
starting to grow a little restless 
as the patient possession football 



Dusan Tadic and Watford's Adlene 
Guedioura battle for the ball. 


along the backline failed to make 
serious inroads. 

For their part Watford were 
happy to get men behind the ball 
with a lead to defend and make 
themselves hard to break down. 

Dusan Tadic was one player 
providing some inspiration and 
showed great skill to work him¬ 
self a yard in the box to stand up 
a far post cross that Shane Long 
fought hard to win in the air but 
headed wide. 

The problem for Saints was that 
Watford were not playing high 
enough up the pitch any more for 
a counter attacking type of game, 
with virtually no space in behind 
them as they were very deep. 

They did concede space out 
wide for the Saints full backs but 
when the ball came in the box 
they didn’t really have a target 
man type striker. 

Soares was allowed more time 
and space to line up a shot in first 
half stoppage time. He hit it with 
outside of his right and boot and 
it swerved and dipped a little in 
the air but Gomes got down to his 
right to push it away. 

When the half time whistle 
went it was Puel with a lot of 
thinking to do. 

Saints again looked hungry at 
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Saints owner Katharina Liebherr (right) and chairman Ralph Krueger in the 
stands prior to the match. 


the start of the second half, but 
it was still creating chances that 
was proving the major problem. 

Watford were still happy to de¬ 
fend deep but did attempt a cou¬ 
ple of early breaks, albeit nobody 
was on the end of crosses into the 
box. 

Puel had to do something to 
shake things up but opted to 
change personnel rather than 
style or system with summer 
signing Pier re-Emile Hojbjerg 
coming on for Ward-Prowse on 54 
minutes. 

Nathan Redmond showed a 
glimpse of the promise that Puel 
has seen in him two minutes later 
as he picke dup the ball on the 
right and cut inside before hit¬ 
ting a curling left footed shot that 
Gomes got fingertips to to turn 
wide. 

He went even better on 58 min¬ 
utes as he levelled things up. 

It was a gift of a goal, with 
Gomes coming and flapping at an 
inswinging corner he had no need 
to charge out for. The ball dropped 
to Redmond who was totally un¬ 
marked and showed excellent 
technique to volley home from 
ten yards out. 

Adlene Guedioura was the first 
player in the book for a late chal¬ 
lenge on Steven Davis. 

Saints were suddenly rampant 
and came close to taking the lead 
as Maya Yoshida headed just over 
from Davis’ deep left wing free 
kick. 

Watford made their first change 
on 64 minutes with Ben Watson 
replacing Valon Behrami. 


They followed that up nine min¬ 
utes later as Juan Camilo Zuniga 
came on for Guedioura. 

The game took a dramatic twist 
on 76 minutes as Watford were re¬ 
duced to ten men. 

It was Watson the man to go just 
12 minutes after he was brought 
on as a sub. 

It all stemmed from a Watford 
corner with Saints quickly coun¬ 
ter attacking. Hojbjerg played a 
terrific ball into the path of the 
on running Long who was out- 
sprinting Watson as the last man. 

The Watford midfielder decided 
to pull him back and Roger East 
had no hesitation in producing a 
completely justified red card. 

Tadic tried his luck from the 
long-range free kick but Gomes 
pushed it back out. 

Both sides reacted to the huge 
moment in the game by making 
changes with Jeremy Pied replac¬ 
ing Cedric for Saints while Ikechi 
Anya came on for Odion Ighalo 
as they prepared to defend for a 
point. 

Puel threw on Charlie Austin 
for the last seven minutes in place 
of Long. 

Redmond thought he had scored 
what surely would have been 
the winner on 86 minutes with 
a fantastic finish, lifting the ball 
past Gomes, but he was correctly 
flagged offside. 

Austin was the next to come 
close with a header but it went 
wide before Pied fired back across 
goal but off target as Saints were 
forced to accept a point from their 
opening day game. 



Watford's Nordin Amrabat and Saints' Oriol Romeu. 
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Watford's Jose Holebas (left) and Saints' Cedric Soares. 


Puel - 'We 
lost two 
points' 

FOR Claude Puel the overriding 
emotion after his first game 
in charge of Saints was 
disappointment as he admitted it 
was two points dropped against 
Watford. 

A poor first half cost Saints, as 
they fell behind early in the game 
and struggled to get anything going 
against a Watford side who quickly 
retreated to protect what they had. 

Puel was much happier with the 
second half showing, but still 
frustrated that his team couldn’t find 
a winner after Nathan Redmond had 
levelled things up and Watford had 
been reduced to ten men. 

He said: “The first game for me at 
the final it was just disappointment 
because this afternoon we lost two 
points. 

“We can see a good second half 
with many situations, but the first 
half for me was no good with bad 
situations. 

“We didn’t play in the first time 
with the qualities of my players. It’s 
not normal. 

“It was better in the second time 
and I liked the reaction of my 
players.” 

Puel admitted he was a little 
unsure as to exactly why his side 
performed as they did in the first 
half against Watford, but did at least 
take consolation in the reaction of 
his players. 

“I don’t know but I think first game 
in front of our fans was a little 
difficult with young players also,” he 
reflected. 

“You don’t interest in the game in 
the 45 minutes and we have one 
opportunity for the opponent and it 
was sufficient for him to score. 

“It’s difficult after with the strong 
physical, powerful, to find a 
situation. 

“The second half we can see 
another team, other players who 
take their responsibility and this is 
interesting for the future and the 
next games. 

“It is disappointment because in 
the second half we can see one 
team in defence and one team in 
attack with many many situations 
and the second goal would be 
interesting for us of course.” 
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H.R.H. Prince Charles’ 
Highgrove Gardens 

Visit the famous Royal private gardens 
Day trip from £69.00,31 Aug & 26 Sept 2016 

Visit HRH The Prince of Wales’ cherished gardens on a 
two-hour guided walking tour at his country estate in 
Gloucestershire, where since 1980 His Royal Highness has 
transformed the formerly bleak landscape surrounding the 
house into one of the most creatively inspired layouts in 
Britain today. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Entrance to Highgrove Gardens 

• A two-hour walking tour with one of HRH the Prince of 
Wales’ expert garden guides 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer 


1 Newmarket 

Holidays 
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call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl9848 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Winchester City 0 Mangotsfield 2 


Mangos misery as Citizens 
are brought back to earth 


WINCHESTER City’s 
midweek feel-good fac¬ 
tor evaporated this af¬ 
ternoon as they were 
beaten 2-0 at home by 
Mangotsfield United in 
the Southern One South 
& West. 

With Jamie Barron suspend¬ 
ed, City skipper Jamie Brown 
was partnered by new signing 
Ed Dryden in midfield. 

Dryden previously played for 
boss Ian Saunders at Petersfield 
from where he joined Stoke 
City’s Academy in March last 
year. 

Bouyed by their 4-2 midweek 
win over Salisbury, Winchester 
began brightly with Rob Flooks 
heading Joe Briggs’ early cor¬ 
ner over and Howard Neigh¬ 
bour almost capitalising on Taz 
Roberts’ byline cutback. 

But the Mangos soon looked 
menacing and it needed a smart 
double save by ex-Eastleigh 
goalkeeper Lewis Noice to deny 
Liam Monelle before a last 
ditch block denied Lewis Pow¬ 
ell, earning the visitors their 
first corner. 

Briggs’ dead ball delivery of¬ 
fered a threat for City as he 
picked out former Petersfield 
team mate Jamie Ford and 
Neighbour. 

But City suffered a 21st min¬ 
ute setback when skipper 
Brown, who missed most of last 
season side-lined by injury at 
Basingstoke Town, hobbled off 
with an ankle problem, hand¬ 
ing the captain’s armband to 
Flooks. 

Ross Bottomley replaced him 
and joined Flooks in central 
defence, while Ford pushed up 
into midfield. 

Eight minutes later the Citi¬ 
zens fell behind from a penalty 
awarded against Dryden for 
handball. 

Seasoned campaigner Powell 
set up to send Noice the wrong 
way from the spot. 

On 35 minutes Briggs deliv¬ 
ered another free-kick, this 
time from the right, but Neigh¬ 


bour could not direct his header 
on the target. 

Noice, the busier of the two 
goalkeepers, was called into ac¬ 
tion again on 40 minutes, turn¬ 
ing away a dangerous shot on 
the turn by Matt Groves, who 
soon tested him again with a 
strike from distance. 

City’s backs were against the 
wall as half-time approached, 
but they managed to cling onto 
a 1-0 deficit. 

Their luck was not to hold out, 
however, as the Mangos doubled 
their advantage three minutes 
into the second-half - Tom War¬ 
ren curling a cute shot beyond 
the reach of Noice into the far 
corner for 2-0. 

City’s response was positive 
and five minutes later they had 
their best chance when Neigh¬ 
bour’s header clattered the post 
from Danny King’s deep cross. 

Neighbour then tried to beat 
Kyle Phillips at his near post, 
but the goalkeeper was equal to 
his strike. 

As Winchester fought to get 
a foothold in the game, Man¬ 
gotsfield went close to a third 
when No. 2 Ben Withey surged 
through and slid a shot wide. 

Withey’s opposite number 
Adam Tomasso then showed 
similar enterprise for Winches¬ 
ter, but his first shot drifted 
wide and his second, a rasping 
effort from an acute angle, was 
well turned over by Phillips. 

The Citizens rang the changes 
with Stuart Green replacing 
Dryden on 68 minutes and Rob¬ 
erts making way for fit-again 
striker Sam Wilson eight min¬ 
utes later. 

But the home side breathed 
a sigh of relief on 77 minutes 
when Powell had the ball in the 
net again only to be denied by 
the linesman’s flag. 

The next time Powell threat¬ 
ened Tomasso was injured as he 
intervened but was able to con¬ 
tinue after treatment. 

Winchester fought to the end 
but their last chance disap¬ 
peared when Craig Feeney was 
unable to capitalise on another 
inviting Briggs delivery 


Fit-again striker Sam Wilson, right, came on in the second half. 



Spitfires in 
last-minute 
heartbreak 

EASTLEIGH suffered their 
first defeat of the season 
today at new National League 
leaders Tranmere. 

The home side’s Steven 
Jennings opened the scoring 
on 24 minutes, only for 
Eastleigh’s Adam Dugdale to 
level things up six minutes 
later. 

The scores stayed that way 
until half time and for the 
majority of the second half 
until, four minutes into injury 
time, James Norwood found 
the back of the net for 
Tranmere 

Eastleigh: Huddart, Green, 
Dugdale, Howells, Drury, 

Pipe, Constable, Coulson 
(Reason, 79), Mandron, 
Cresswell, Bird (Wilson, 76). 
Subs: Flitney, Reason, 
Dawson, Wilson, Obileye 

Tranmere: Davies, Vaughan, 
Jennings, Cook (Kirby, 76), 
Ihiekwe, McNulty, Harris 
(Stephens, 88), Norwood, 
Jennings, Maynard, J Hughes. 
Subs: Mekki, Sutton, Turner, 
Stephenson, Kirby. 

Referee: Karl Evans 

Draw for 
Koeman 

EVERTON impressed in their 
first Premier League game 
under Ronald Koeman but 
had new goalkeeper Maarten 
Stekelenburg to thank late on 
as they drew 1-1 at home with 
Tottenham. 

The hosts went ahead in 
the fifth minute when Ross 
Barkley’s free-kick, possibly 
intended as a cross, bounced 
straight in, and they put in 
very encouraging, organised 
performance for the rest of 
the first half under their new 
manager. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s 
Tottenham had offered little 
up to then but drew level in 
the 59th minute courtesy of 
Erik Lamela’s header, and it 
subsequently took two 
superb late saves by 
Stekelenburg on his 
competitive Everton debut to 
ensure Spurs did not 
complete a turnaround as he 
denied substitute Vincent 
Janssen and Lamela. 
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Claude Puel has high expectations to deal with at Saints 


Hopes are high 
again as new 
season kicks off 

CLAUDE Puel will have to 
live up to high expectations 
this season. 

If you take a step back and look 
analytically at Saints, and in the 
context of the division, then you can 
draw a sensible conclusion on what 
they should achieve. 

Taken into account should be a 
bit of upheaval again this summer, 
having the Europa League to deal 
with, as well as the top flight and 
two domestic cup competitions, and 
strengthening elsewhere in the divi¬ 
sion. 

Those who are predicting doom 
and gloom look off the mark. 

Ultimately, Saints have some very 
good footballers in their squad, 
with excellent experience and who 
should never struggle. 

Puel, too, has a track record that 
doesn’t suggest that is even remote¬ 
ly a likely outcome. 

However, the problem he does 
have is managing the expectations 
of those who believe Saints should 
really be progressing beyond what 
they have achieved in recent sea¬ 
sons. 

With a no doubt resurgent set of 
the traditional big guns of the Pre¬ 
mier League, and with a host of 
there or thereabouts clubs aiming 
for better without European football 
to worry about, competition will be 
fierce. 

To expect Saints to finish sixth 
again is a very tough ask. 

In fairness to Puel, a decent midta¬ 
ble showing, clear signs of progress 
in the way he is going to develop 
Saints and a really good run either 
in Europe or very deep in a domestic 
cup would constitute a good season. 

Saints need to learn how to deal 
with rigours of Europe, and there 
will no doubt be some unexpected 
side issues that crop up along the 
way, as well as the more expected 
problems of managing the workload 
and the travel. 

It would be marvellous to think 
they could do all of that and be a 
raging success in every competition, 
but that is pretty unrealistic. 

However, this is football, and unre¬ 
alistic is often the order of the day 
when it comes to expectations, and 
Saints have raised the bar quite con¬ 
siderably over the past few years. 

Hopefully Puel will thrive, but 
even if he has what, in fairness, you 
would suggest was a decent first sea¬ 


son, you worry it won’t be enough 
for some. 

That would be no fault of his own. 
He has walked into the situation, 
and will do his best, but this should 
be a development season. 

It should be one everybody can en¬ 


joy with the Europa League group 
stages providing some memorable 
experiences. If Saints can go deep in 
that competition then that would be 
really fantastic. 

But to expect Puel to pull together 
a squad that can just instantly do all 


of this, and without the resources 
of the biggest clubs in the division, 
and to continue to get Saints beyond 
where on paper most would imag¬ 
ine, is a huge ask. 

If he falls just a little short of that 
he will have still done well. 


£89m is 
just crazy 

WOW, that is a lot of money 
for Paul Pogba. 

If any further evidence were 
needed that football is going 
bonkers, then Manchester 
United’s £89 million signing 
of the French midfielder 
proved it. 

He’s a very good footballer, 
of course, but that is a crazy 
price tag. 

We could have the debate 
over whether any footballer is 
worth that kind of fee - most 
would argue sensibly whilst 
also pointing out the 
business case when the game 
is awash with money. 

But just for the player 
himself, he just doesn’t seem 
that amazing, somebody who 
is going to be the very best. 

The money seems even 
more bonkers right now when 
you watch the more minor 
sports in the Olympics. The 
comparison is so stark. 



Paul Pogba 


Olympic 

cutbacks 

ADAM Rant could thin the 
Olympics down a bit if 
required. 

Surely it’s right to either 
keep expanding this festival 
of sport until we get every 
deserving sport in, or we 
should be a little more 
selective and cut out a few. 

There are some obvious 
candidates - of course golf 
can go straightaway. 

Dressage can go as well. 
Adam Rant is fair, not all 
equestrian events have to go, 
but dressage definitely has 
to. 

Also, we can cut out a few 
distances in the pool and on 
the cycle track as well. 

Michael Phelps is amazing, 
truly amazing, but it’s hard to 
take 21 gold medals seriously 
when you can win so many at 
one Olympics while in other 
sports there is only one on 
offer every four years. 

Surely the IOC will be in 
touch. 
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Pogba joins elite 



Paul Pogba pictured during his first spell at Manchester United 



Ex-Saint Alan Shearer’s move to Newcastle 20 years ago saw him become the most expensive player in the world 


Pogba: things 
you might not 
have heard 

PAUL Pogba could become the final 
piece in Jose Mourinho’s Manchester 
United jigsaw. 

Here is a look at the player who left 
Old Trafford under a cloud four years 
ago but this week returned as a likely 
lynchpin. 

Here are six things you might not 
know about the new world record 
holder. 

1. He has a ‘super agent’ 

Pogba’s agent Mino Raiola also 
manages the affairs of Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic and Mario Balotelli. Sir Alex 
Ferguson wrote in his recent 
management book, Leading, that his 
relationship with Raiola was “like oil 
and water” and claimed the agent’s 
influence was a factor behind Pogba’s 
departure from Manchester United as a 
19-year-old. 

2. He has famous friends 

too 

Pogba checked in with Canadian 
actor and rapper Drake during a break 
in the United States this summer, plus 
former NFL star Chad Johnson and 
Everton striker Romelu Lukaku. 


3. He might need to build 



Paul Pogba this week returned to 
Old Trafford 


a bridge in Manchester 

After Pogba’s Old Trafford exit four 
years ago, Ferguson said: “I don’t think 
he showed us any respect at all.” 

4. Instagram celebrity 

Since setting up an account in 
January 2016, the 23-year-old’s 
instagram (@paulpogba) has attracted 
more than 6.7million followers. 

5. Football is a family 

affair 

Pogba has twin brothers, Florentin 
and Mathias, who are three years older 
than him. Florentin plays for St Etienne 
in France while Mathias plies his trade 
in Scotland with Partick Thistle. 

6. He has a nickname or 
two 

Because of his long legs, many Italian 
fans have nicknamed Pogba ‘II Polpo 
Paul’ - Paul the Octopus, in English. 
However, his former Manchester United 
team-mates had a more cheeky 
nickname for him. Pogba revealed in 
2013 that they referred to him as 
‘Nelson Mandela’ after the way he 
stood up to Ferguson. 


PAUL Pogba has joined 
Manchester United from 
Juventus to become the 
world’s most expensive 
player - just four years af¬ 
ter being allowed to leave 
Old Trafford. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
landmark transfer fees involving 
British clubs. 

Alan Shearer - 1996: 
£15million (Blackburn to 
Newcastle) 

After an impressive Euro 96 - 
where he top-scored with five goals 
- and firing Blackburn to the title 
in 1995, Shearer moved to home¬ 
town club Newcastle four years 
after leaving Saints for £3.3m. He 
became their record scorer, net¬ 
ting 206 times, and is the Premier 
League’s all-time leading marks¬ 
man on 260. 

Nicolas Anelka - 1999: 
£22million (Arsenal to 
Real Madrid) 

The Gunners made a healthy prof¬ 
it on the striker they had bought 
for £500,000 from Paris St Germain 
barely two years earlier. Anelka 
scored 28 goals for Arsenal, win¬ 
ning the double in 1998 after scor¬ 
ing in their FA Cup final win over 
Newcastle. 

Returned to England 18 months 
later with a loan move to Liver¬ 
pool. Went on to play for Manches¬ 
ter City, Bolton, Chelsea and West 
Brom, where he left English foot¬ 
ball for the last time in early 2014 
after being found guilty of making 
a controversial quenelle (anti se- 
metic) gesture during a game. 

Juan Sebastian Veron - 
2001: £28.1 million (Lazio 
to Manchester United) 

The Argentina international was 
supposed to be a crown jewel for Sir 
Alex Ferguson when he signed for 
a British record but he flopped and 
was shipped out two years later to 
Chelsea - where he also underper¬ 
formed - for £15million. 

Rio Ferdinand - 2002: 
£30million (Leeds to 
Manchester United) 

The England centre-back, who 
became the world’s most expen¬ 
sive defender when he joined Leeds 
from West Ham for £18million in 
2000, was involved in a second big- 
money move two years later when 
Manchester United forked out 
£30million. 

Enjoyed 12 largely successful 
years at Old Trafford, winning six 
Premier League titles, before play¬ 
ing a season with QPR and then re¬ 
tiring in 2015. Ended with 81 senior 
England caps. 

Andriy Shevchenko - 
2006: £30.8million (AC 


Milan to Chelsea) 

Just nine league goals repre¬ 
sented an awful return for such 
a big outlay as Roman Abramov¬ 
ich’s dream to bring Shevchenko 
to Stamford Bridge turned into a 
nightmare. Spent the final season 
of his three-year Blues spell loaned 
back to Milan, before returning to 


his first club, Dynamo Kiev, in 2009 
and retiring after Euro 2012. 

Robinho - 2008: 
£32.5million (Real Madrid 
to Manchester City) 

Brazilian signed a four-year con¬ 
tract on September 1,2008 - the day 


the Manchester club were bought 
out by the Abu Dhabi United Group 
- but failed to impress and within 
18 months had been shipped out on 
loan back to former club Santos. 
Went on to join AC Milan in sum¬ 
mer 2010 for £15million. He is still 
at Te San Siro, having netted 25 Se- 
rie A goals in 108 appearances. 
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set of superstars 


Gareth Bale pictured scoring his first league goal for Saints at Derby, ten years ago this month. He became the 
world’s most expensive player in the summer of 2013 


Cristiano Ronaldo (left) became the world’s most expensive footballer when he joined Real Madrid seven years ago 


Cristiano Ronaldo - 2009: 

£80million (Manchester 
United to Real Madrid) 

Real Madrid signed one of the ul¬ 
timate Galacticos in a then-world 
record deal. One league title and 
two Champions League crowns lat¬ 
er - plus a truly astonishing goals¬ 
coring record in all competitions - 


he helped Portugal to a shock Euro 
2016 title win this summer. 

Gareth Bale - 2013: 
£85.3million (Tottenham 
to Real Madrid) 

Real Madrid set another record 
fee when they took the Wales in¬ 


ternational from Tottenham three 
years ago and he has helped them 
win two Champions League titles. 
The former Saints starlet - his 
breakthrough season at St Mary’s 
was a decade ago now, 2006/07 - 
netted 47 goals in 81 appearances 
for the capital club, but LaLiga has 
so far eluded him. 


Paul Pogba - 2016: 
£89million (Juventus to 
Manchester United) 

Four years after he left Old Traf- 
ford as a teenager, France midfield¬ 
er Pogba signed a five-year contract 
when United agreed to pay a world 
record fee. 

• Paul Pogba this week returned 
to Old Trafford for £89.6m - four 
years after leaving Manchester 
United for just £800,000. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
other players who cost a lot more 
the second time around. 

NEMANJA MATIC 

Initially cost Chelsea £1.5million 
from MFK Kosice, and was then 
swapped for mop-topped maverick 
Benfica defender David Luiz two 
years later. 

The Blues saw the error of their 
ways in 2014 when they shelled out 
£21million to bring the Serbia mid¬ 
fielder back. 

GRAEME LE SAUX 

Sold by Chelsea to Blackburn 
for just £700,000 after throwing his 
shirt at manager Ian Porterfield 
in protest at being substituted, Le 
Saux became the most expensive 
defender in England when the 
Blues forked out £5million to bring 
him back. 

Ended his career at St Mary’s af¬ 
ter Saints were relegated from the 
Premier League in his second sea¬ 
son on the south coast in 2004/05. 

DANICARVAJAL 

The right-back had not made a 
single first-team appearance for 
Real Madrid when they sold him to 
Bayer Leverkusen for 5million eu¬ 
ros. However, the canny Spaniards 
inserted a buy-back clause just in 
case he turned out to be any good. 

Which he did. 

Carvajal returned a season later 
for 6.5million euros and is now a 
regular among the Galacticos. 

BOBBY ZAMORA 

Joined West Ham as an appren¬ 
tice but was released as a 17-year- 
old along with a group of players 
including Paul Konchesky Five 
years later the relegated Hammers 
brought Zamora back as part of a 
big-money deal which saw Jermain 
Defoe sold to Tottenham. Played in 
the 2006 FA Cup final - alongside 
Konchesky, who cost £1.5million 
from Charlton. 

ALAN SHEARER 

Newcastle had a young Shearer 
growing up on their doorstep and 
offered him a trial. However, the 
story goes that they put him in 
goal. Saints had the foresight to 
play Shearer up front and promptly 
signed the future England captain. 

When Newcastle finally got their 
man - from Blackburn, in 1996 - it 
cost them a world-record £15m. 


Stones no 
fan of social 
media 

JOHN Stones this week completed his 
£47 million move to Manchester City 
from Everton on a six-year contract. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at four 
things you may not have known about 
the England defender. 

1. Late developer 

Stones lacked physical strength as a 
15-year-old and was played down a year 
in Barnsley academy’s under-14s. 

His progress at under-18 level was 
also delayed until he filled out his 6ft 
2in frame, but from then on there was 
no holding him back and in the second 
year of his scholarship at Oakwell the 
club’s head of academy coaching Mark 
Burton told him he would become an 
England international. 

He signed professional forms in 
December 2011, made his senior debut 
three months later aged 17 and, only 
nine months later, moved to Everton 
where he made his debut in August 
2013. His England bow followed nine 
months later, two days after his 20th 
birthday. 

2. Solid Stones 

Stones keeps a relatively low profile 
compared to some of his 
contemporaries. 


John Stones this week joined 
Manchester City for £47m 

The softly-spoken defender was one 
of the quieter members of the squad at 
Everton - so his decision to hand in a 
transfer request in August 2015 after 
interest from Chelsea came as a 
surprise to many. 

3. Not on trend 

Stones barely has a presence on 
social media. He has no Twitter account 
and his Instagram page - which has 
48,500 followers - has just six posts: 
four are from this summer’s England 
duty, of which two are him in his official 
suit getting on and off a plane, one is a 
video from boot sponsors Nike and his 
final one, from July 8, is of the Burj 
Khalifa skyscraper in Dubai where he 
took his post-Euro 2016 holiday. 

4. Inflation-buster 

Stones is blazing a trail for hyper¬ 
inflation. 

A rough calculation suggests, having 
signed for £3million in January 2013, 
standard UK inflation would have raised 
his price to £3.2million. 

And while his development at Everton 
has been good, his reported sale price 
of around £50million equates to a 1,566 
per cent increase. Not bad business for 
the Toffees. 
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Love in the air 
for Olympic 
couples... 


SIOBHAN-MARIE O’Connor picked up 
Great Britain’s third swimming medal 
with a silver in the 200m individual 
medley final at the Rio Olympics. 

The 20-year-old is the girlfriend of 
fellow swimmer Chris Walker-Hebborn, 
who crashed out in the semi-finals of 
the 100m backstroke in Brazil. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out a few 
more romances in the Team GB camp: 

Siobhan-Marie O’Connor 
and Chris Walker- 
Hebborn (swimming) 

The Bath-based swimmers are a long¬ 
time couple. Walker-Hebborn is the 
tattooed north Londoner and O’Connor 
was born in Bath and raised in 
Keynsham, south of Bristol. She made 
her Olympic debut at London 2012, 
aged 16. 

Kate Richardson-Walsh 
and Helen Richardson- 
Walsh (hockey) 

The pair tied the knot in 2013, the 
year after winning bronze in the London 
Olympics, and became the first married 
gay couple to compete at the Games. 
This is skipper Kate, 36, and 34-year-old 
Helen’s fourth Olympics together. 


Siobhan Marie-O’Connor with her 
silver medal in Rio. 

Chris Adcock and Gabby 
Adcock (badminton) 

The Adcocks married in 2013 and it 
has proven to be a match made in 
heaven. They won the first tournament 
they competed in on returning from 
honeymoon and went on to take gold at 
the Glasgow Commonwealth Games in 
2014. 

Michael Rimmer and 
Eilish McColgan 
(athletics) 

Rimmer, the 800m runner from 
Southport, is a former European 
Championship silver medallist and will 
race at his third Olympics. McColgan, 
whose mother Liz won Olympic silver 
and world gold over 10,000m, runs in 
the 5,000m in Rio. 

Jason Kenny and Laura 
Trott (cycling) 

THE golden couple, with five medals 
between them, made their relationship 
public while watching beach volleyball 
with David Beckham at London 2012. It 
prompted one observer to say British 
cycling had thought of everything to 
produce champions. They are engaged. 


Saints aim was a 


Matt Le Tissier fired an opening 
day hat-trick, and still finished on 
the losing side. 

Colin Cooper’s eighth minute 
opener was quickly cancelled out 
by a Le Tissier spot-kick, but Ian 
Woan and Bryan Roy made it 3-1 to 
Forest at the break. 

Le Tissier replied from the spot 
again before Roy made it 4-2 with 11 
minutes left. 

Le Tissier then completed his hat- 
trick in the 81st minute, but new 
boss Dave Merrington suffered a 
first loss. 

Saints: Beasant, Dodd, Benali, Magilton, 

Hall, Monkou, Maddison, Le Tissier, Heaney 
(Hughes), Watson, Shipperley. 


Rickie Lambert fires in Saints’ late penalty winner at West Bromwich Albion in August 2013. 


August 18th 1996 
Saints 0 Chelsea 0 
Attendance: 15,186 

Graeme Souness’ managerial de¬ 
but saw a solid and unspectacular 
start to the campaign. 

Saints: Beasant, Neilson, Venison, Dryden, 
Dodd, Oakley (Basham), Magilton (Benali), Le 
Tissier, Shipperley, Charlton, Heaney. 

August 9th 1997 
Saints 0 Bolton 1 
Attendance 15,206 

New boss Dave Jones fielded five 
debutants, including youngster 


Kevin Davies as a second half sub. 

Nathan Blake scored the only goal 
three minutes before half-time. 

Saints: Jones, Oakley, Todd, Maddison, 
Monkou, Dryden, Slater (Van Gobbel), Evans 
(Johansen), Ostenstad, Magilton, Williams 
(Davies). 

August 16th 1998 
Saints 1 Liverpool 2 
Attendance: 15,202 

Egil Ostenstad headed Saints into 
a 36th minute lead, but Karl Heinz 
Riedle levelled two minutes later. 

Michael Owen, fresh from an¬ 
nouncing himself to a global audi¬ 


ence during the summer’s World 
Cup in France, netted a 72nd min¬ 
ute winner. 

Saints: Jones, Dodd, Hiley, Ripley (Beattie), 
Lundekvam, Dryden, Palmer, Oakley, Hughes, 
Ostenstad (Le Tissier), Bersford (Bridge). 

August 7th 1999 
Coventry 0 Saints 1 
Attendance: 19,915 

Egil Ostenstad gave Saints their 
first ever opening day Premier 
League win, scoring the only goal 
against Gordon Strachan’s Coven¬ 
try with six minutes left at High- 
field Road. 


SAINTS were this weekend 
aiming to improve their 
dire opening day Premier 
League record. 

The home clash with Watford was 
the club’s 18th PL curtain-raiser 
since the top flight was rebranded 
in the summer of 1992. 

And, of the previous 17, they had 
only won two - none of which were 
at The Dell or St Mary’s. Saints’ two 
wins were at Coventry, in 1999, and 
at West Bromwich Albion three 
years ago. 

Here, Sean Fenn looks back at 
Saints’ opening day record. 

August 15th 1992 
Saints 0 Spurs 0 
Attendance: 19,654 

Saints dipped their toe in the 
brave new world of the Premier 
League with a goalless draw 
against a Tottenham side who in¬ 
cluded ex-Dell favourite Neil Rud¬ 
dock in their line-up. 

Saints: Flowers, Dodd, Adams, Hurlock, Hall, 
Wood, Le Tissier, Cockerill, Dixon, Speedie, 
Benali. 

August 14th 1993 
Saints 0 Everton 2 
Attendance: 14,051 

Ian Branfoot’s Saints slipped to 
a miserable first day defeat at The 
Dell. 

Peter Beagrie opened the scoring 
after just ten minutes, and John 
Ebbrell added a second just before 
half-time. 

Saints: Andrews, Kenna, Adams, Charlton 
(Benali), Hall, Monkou, Le Tissier, Cockerill, 
Dowie, Maddison, Banger(Bennett). 

August 20th 1994 
Saints 1 Blackburn 1 
Attendance: 14,209 

Alan Shearer returned to The 
Dell to grab Blackburn’s second 
half leveller after Nicky Banger 
had given Alan Ball’s side a half¬ 
time lead. 

Rovers (and Shearer) went on to 
win the Premier League title that 
season for the first, and only, time 
in their history. 

Saints: Grobbelaar, Kenna, Hall, Widdrington, 
Benali, Charlton, Allen (Heaney), Magilton, 
Maddison, Le Tissier, Banger. 

August 18th 1995 

Saints 3 Nottingham Forest 4 

Attendance: 15,164 


Adam Lallana during Saints’ Premier League return at The Etihad in August 2012 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 

























Saturday, August 13,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


9 


third first day win 


BOOK REVIEW 

Shadow Box 
An Amateur in the Ring 
By George Plimpton 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £9.99, saving £3.00 on rrp 



Nathaniel Clyne (left) and former Saints colleague Rickie Lambert challenge for a ball at Anfield in August 2014 



Shane Long (right) rises to head Saints’ leveller at Newcastle last August 


Saints: Jones, Dodd, Benali, Marsden, 
Lundekvam, Richards, Hughes, Kachloul 
(Beresford), Pahars, Ostenstad, Le Tissier 
(Ripley). 

August 19th 2000 
Derby 2 Saints 2 
Attendance 27,223 

Glenn Hoddle’s Saints led 2-0 after 
20 minutes at Pride Park through 
a Hassan Kachloul double. But 
the Rams hit back through Branc 
Strupar (30 mins) and Deon Burton 
(47mins). 

Saints: Jones, Dodd, Bridge, Marsden, 
Lundekvam, El Khalej, Oakley(Tessem), 
Davies, Rosier (Beattie), Kachloul, Draper. 


August 18th 2001 
Leeds 2 Saints 0 
Attendance: 39,715 

Goals in the last nine minutes 
from Lee Bowyer and Alan Smith 
sentenced Stuart Gray’s Saints to 
an opening day loss at Elland Road. 

Saints: Jones, Delap, Bridge, Marsden 
(Tessem), Lundekvam, Richards, Oakley, 
Davies, Rosier (Benali), Pahars (Beattie), 
Svensson. 

August 17th 2002 
Saints 0 Middlesbrough 0 
Attendance: 28,341 


A forgettable goalless stalemate 
at St Mary’s. 

Saints: Jones, Dodd, Bridge, Delap, 
Lundekvam, Williams, Fernandes (Telfer), 
Pahars(Tessem), Beattie, Svensson, Marsden. 

August 16th 2003 
Leicester 2 Saints 2 
Attendance 31,621 

Saints were 2-0 down inside ten 
minutes against the newly pro¬ 
moted Foxes, Paul Dickov (penalty) 
and Les Ferdinand on target. Debu¬ 
tant Kevin Phillips and James Be¬ 
attie netted in the final 16 minutes. 


Saints: Jones, Dodd, Svensson, Telfer 
(Fernandes), Lundekvam (Higgingbottom), 

Le Saux, Oakley, Svensson(Phillips), Delap, 
McCann, Beattie. 

August 14th 2004 
Aston Villa 2 Saints 0 
Attendance: 36,690 

Saints began their relegation sea¬ 
son with a dismal 2-0 loss at Villa 
Park, Darius Vassell and Carlton 
Cole scoring in the first half. 

Saints: Niemi, Dodd, Lundekvam, 
Nilsson(Svensson), Higginbotham, Le Saux, 
Fernandes, Folly(Delap), Prutton, Phillips, 
Ormerod(Crouch). 

August 19th 2012 
Manchester City 3 Saints 2 
Attendance: 46,190 
Newly promoted Saints were 
close to stunning the reigning 
champions at The Etiahd. 

All looked like going to plan when 
Carlos Tevez put City into a half¬ 
time lead. But subs Rickie Lambert 
and Steven Davis, the latter on his 
debut, fired Nigel Adkins’ visitors 
in front with 22 minutes left. 

Edin Dzeko levelled on 72 min¬ 
utes, though, and Samir Nasri 
grabbed the winner eight minutes 
later. 

Saints: Davis, Hooiveld, Fonte, Fox, Clyne, 
Lallana, Schneiderlin, Puncheon (Sharp), 
Ward-Prowse (Davis), Rodriguez (Lambert), 
Guly. 

August 17th 2013 
West Brom 0 Saints 1 
Attendance: 25,927 
Rickie Lambert completed a great 
week with a last minute winner at 
The Hawthorns. Having scored the 
winner on his senior England de¬ 
but against Scotland at Wembley a 
few days earlier, Lambert fired the 
only goal from the penalty spot. 
Saints: Boruc, Shaw, Fonte, Lovren, 

Chambers, Lallana (Ramirez), Schneiderlin, 
Wanyama, Ward-Prowse(Cork), Rodriguez, 
Lambert 

August 17th 2014 
Liverpool 2 Saints 1 
Attendance: 44,736 
Daniel Sturridge poached a 79th 
minute winner against a Saints 
side who included five debutants 
in Ronald Koeman’s first game in 
charge. 

Raheem Sterling had put Liv¬ 
erpool ahead on 23 minutes, be¬ 
fore Nathaniel Clyne thumped a 
leveller 11 minutes into the second 
half. 

The hosts fielded ex-Saints striker 
Rickie Lambert and Dejan Loven, 
who were making their league de¬ 
buts for the Reds. 

Saints: Forster, Bertrand, Yoshida, Fonte, 
Clyne, Davis (Isgrove), Schneiderlin, 
Tadic(Long), Wanyama, Ward-Prowse, Pelle. 

August 9th 2015 
Newcastle 2 Saints 2 
Attendance: 49,019 
Shane Long, on as a second half 
sub, headed Saints’ 79th minute 
equaliser that won them a point at 
St James’ Park. 

Graziano Pelle had fired the visi¬ 
tors ahead, but Papass Cisse and 
Georgio Wijnaldum had turned 
the game around with a goal either 
side of half-time. 

Saints: Stekelenburg, Cedric (Martina), 
Yoshida, Fonte, Targett, Davis, Tadic, 
Wanyama, Rodriguez (Long), Pelle, Mane. 


Boxing, like cricket and, more 
recently, cycling, is responsible for an 
even greater form of engagement with 
sports enthusiasts primarily because 
the calibre of the authors who write 
about this toughest of sporting 
disciplines tends to be of the highest 
level. 

Donald McRae’s Dark Trade, Dominic 
Calder-Smith’s The Long Round and 
Patrick Myler’s Ring of Hate are three 
titles published over the last few years 
worth their place on anyone’s 
bookshelf. The supreme Muhammed AM 
by Thomas Hauser is another. There’s 
room too for classics such as George 
Plimpton’s Shadow Box, published 
originally in the USA and now available 
in paperback here for the first time. 

Plimpton, who died in 2003, was, 
during the 1950s, the resident 
‘participatory journalist’ for American 
magazine Sports Illustrated, a role 
which catapulted him into professional 
baseball, basketball and American 
Football. Yet it was as a would-be 
professional boxer that Plimpton 
produced his most evocative sports 
writing. 

While he was naturally athletic, 
Plimpton could never be described as 
muscular. Prior to accepting the 



commission to box three, three-minute 
rounds with a pro, he admits that the 
only time he had ever worn boxing 
gloves was at school when it was 
compulsory to do so once a month. 

None the less, Shadow Box describes 
how he wrote to the world light- 
heavyweight champion, Archie Moore, 
asking if he would go toe-to-toe with 
him in an exhibition bout in a New York 
ring. When Moore immediately accepts, 
Plimpton reports that he is under “no 
illusions what a professional boxer can 
do to an amateur - the latter’s status 
just a jot above that of a mouse being 
cuffed by a finely-conditioned cat.” 

Plimpton’s description of being hit by 
a world champion boxer are 
unsurpassed. Moore would apparently 
hum as he glided about the ring, a 
noise that would “rise quite abruptly, 
then bang! he could cuff me alongside 
the head.” Plimpton could smell the 
leather on Moore’s gloves, but do little 
to trouble the champ. 

Plimpton’s admiration for the boxers 
and noble art he subsequently writes 
about is obvious, though never fawning. 
Nevertheless, the nine minutes with 
Moore afford him a unique insight into 
the world of boxing as, in the words of 
the book’s cover, he “documents what 
it truly means to be a boxer in some of 
the finest writing of his career.” It’s 
difficult to disagree. 
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Ryan Day 


Ryan’s day job now chief executive officer at Boro 


RYAN Day has been appointed chief 
executive officer of Vanarama Na¬ 
tional League South outfit Gosport 
Borough. 

The 25-year-old was part of the 
club’s media team in 2012/13 while 
at university in Southampton. 

He subsequently joined Margate FC 
after returning to his family home 
in Kent and spent two years working 
full-time at Hartsdown Park, initial¬ 
ly running Gate’s media department 
before taking up the CEO position 


earlier this year. 

Day recently left Margate on ami¬ 
cable terms and accepted Gosport’s 
invitation to join them. 

He will initially work from home in 
Kent before relocating to the Hamp¬ 
shire area. 

Delighted 

“Ryan will report to the board and 
be responsible for the day-to-day 
running of the club. I am absolutely 
delighted to welcome him back to 
The Boro,” said club chairman Mark 


Hook. “He will assist us in a great 
number of ways, using the experi¬ 
ence he has gained at Margate to 
help us move on from last season’s 
problems and progress as a club.” 

Day added: “I’m really excited and 
looking forward to helping this club 
progress. 

“There have been a lot of founda¬ 
tions put in place here over the last 
ten years and the potential is incred¬ 
ible. 

“Who knows how far it can go.” 


Oxlade-Chamberlain moves 
to Whites on loan for month 


Ex-Saints star’s 
brother switches 
from Portsmouth 



Christian Oxlade-Chamberlain 


THE younger brother of Arse¬ 
nal and England’s ex-Saints 
star Alex Oxlade-Chamber¬ 
lain was among a trio of 
loan signings snapped up by 
Salisbury on the eve of the 
Southern One South & West 
season. 

Midfielder Christian Oxlade-Cham¬ 
berlain moved to the Ray Mac from 
Portsmouth, alongside Southampton 
goalkeeper Will Britt - a replacement 
for the out-going Charlie Searle - and 
Newport County defender Kieran 
Parselle. 

Portsmouth-born Oxlade-Cham¬ 
berlain came through his hometown 
club’s youth ranks. 

It was there he signed a two-year 
scholarship in 2014 and played for 
Pompey Academy, managed by ex- 
Salisbury City boss Mikey Harris. 

The 18-year-old did enough to earn 
himself a one-year pro contract in 
April this year. 

Benefit 

Despite being involved in Pompey’s 
pre-season preparations, Oxlade- 
Chamberlain was unable make the 
jump into the first team and his par¬ 
ent club felt he would benefit from a 
month’s loan with Steve Claridge’s 
Sydenhams Wessex League champi¬ 
ons. 

“I spoke to Mikey Harris, who was 
here a few years ago, and he said for 
the amount of fans they [Salisbury] 
get it’s not a bad place to come and 
develop as a young player. I couldn’t 
turn it down,” said Oxlade-Chamber¬ 
lain, whose father, Mark, represented 
Portsmouth and England in the 80s 
and 90s. 

“Obviously, I wanted to try and 
solidify a spot there [Pompey], but 
it wasn’t to be so I’ve come here to 
prove myself and hopefully go back 
and try and get in the first team. 

“[Portsmouth boss] Paul Cook said 
go and make sure you are in the first 


XI every week, work hard, do well 
and we’ll re-evaluate things.” 

Looking to get a regular place in 
Claridge’s team is Saints’ 6ft 2in 
keeper Britt. 

Britt joined Saints’ academy from 
Brighton before completing a two- 
year scholarship with the club. 

The shot-stopper went on work ex¬ 
perience to Norwich City during that 


time, helping them win the 2013 FA 
Youth Cup, before signing a new deal 
at Saints to push on into the develop¬ 
ment squad. 

The Gibraltar international pro¬ 
vides cover for Searle, who was re¬ 
called by Havant &Waterlooville last 
week and signed a two-year deal. 

Defensive Welshman Parselle, 19, 
came through the ranks at Newport 


before signing a professional con¬ 
tract in May 2015. His manager War¬ 
ren Feeney was assistant to Harris at 
Salisbury in the 2013/14 season. 

“We are grateful to Southampton 
and Newport for helping us get these 
deals done,” said Claridge. 

“These are good players and I am 
hoping they do well both for us and 
themselves.” 


Swift gets 
Royal nod 

A FORMER Southampton 
Tyro League star has earned 
glowing praise from new 
Reading manager Jaap Stam. 

John Swift made an 
immediate impact for the 
Royals last weekend 
following his summer move 
from Chelsea. 

The 21-year-old midfielder, 
who learned his trade with 
Totton-based Pace Youth, 
scored the winner in 
Reading’s 1-0 Championship 
victory over Preston. 

His magic moment arrived 
10 minutes before half-time, 
capping an authoritative 
display at the Madejski 
Stadium. 

“We knew what John could 
do otherwise we would not 
have signed him,” said former 
Manchester United defender 
Stam. 

“We can’t buy very 
expensive players, so 
sometimes we need to be 
inventive and have a look at 
what kind of players we want 
to have. And John is the type 
of player we were looking for 
in midfield.” 

Swift, who grew up in 
Gosport, rifled home a fine 
finish from Garath McCleary’s 
corner. 

Admitting it was nice to see 
a training ground move come 
off, Stam added: “You need to 
have players who have 
certain qualities and 
technique to finish them and 
that’s what Swifty has.” 

An England Under-21 
international, Swift came 
through the youth ranks at 
Stamford Bridge. 

He went on to lift the FA 
Youth Cup in 2012 and in 
2013/14 helped Chelsea 
claim the U21 Premier 
League title. 

He made his professional 
debut as an 18-year-old, 
coming off the bench to 
replace Eden Hazard in a 2-1 
win over Cardiff City in May 

2014. 

Loan spells with Rotherham 
and Swindon followed, 
helping the latter reach the 
League One play-off final in 

2015, before he went on loan 
to Brentford last term. 

Swift recently helped 
Gareth Southgate’s England 
Under-21 s to Toulon 
tournament glory in Avignon. 



John Swift, right 
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Michelmersh 

& Timsbury 



Sports Club 


Reserves are accepted into the Premier League 


MICHELMERSH & Timsbury’s re¬ 
serves have been accepted into the 
Hampshire Premier League Combi¬ 
nation Division. 

They will be managed by Dan Pem¬ 
berton, assisted by his father Mike. 

The pair were both involved in man¬ 
aging youth teams at Colden Common 
as well as Sunday morning side King 
Alfred, so they are not short of expe¬ 
rience. 

Club manager Colin Plumhoff said: 
“Dan and Mike have already made a 


good impression and have been very 
supportive. I have been impressed 
with some of the players they have 
brought in and I think they will do 
well. 

“Having a reserve team will be a 
great help in bringing through the 
youth players over the course of the 
season. 

“The pieces are slowly coming to¬ 
gether. 

“Financially things are looking a bit 
better and youth players Luke Butch¬ 


er and Billy Hinton, both 17, have 
impressed so much that they have al¬ 
ready worked their way into the first 
team, which is a credit to them.” 

More good news is that the club 
are looking to get their ground up to 
Hampshire Premier League stand¬ 
ard. 

“Once the club gets the green light 
to go ahead, there will be a lot of hard 
work to get the ground ready for next 
season,” said Plumhoff. 

“We should know in a few weeks if 


this is acceptable and, if so, this will 
attract more local players and make 
this club more successful”. 

Any players wishing to join 
Michelmersh can contact first-team 
boss Plumhoff on 07949 066946. 

If there are any local companies 
willing to help out financially with 
the ground improvements, general 
secretary Robin Goodland is the man 
to ring on 01794 368849. Any donation, 
no matter how big or small, would be 
appreciated. 


Dolphins share offer is still 
on the table insists Mitchell 

over 

who be at 
the helm of club 



Eddie Mitchell 


EDDIE Mitchell insisted his 
offer to buy a majority share¬ 
holding in Poole Town was 
still on the table and that an 
impasse with chairman Clive 
Robbins had scuppered the 
initial deal. 

The Sandbanks-based property 
developer said he had requested to 
extend his option in order to plough 
capital into the Dolphins before buy¬ 
ing the shares owned by Robbins and 
the estate of his late father, Arthur 
Robbins. 

Mitchell explained the changes 
had been instigated by his belief 
that vice-chairman Chris Reeves 
should be at the helm and that the 
club should receive the cash injec¬ 
tion ahead of Robbins, writes Andy 
Mitchell. 

The former AFC Bournemouth 
chairman went on to claim he had 
invested “the best part of £100,000” 
in Poole through cash and work on 
stadium plans and would continue to 
carry the fight to find a permanent 
home. 

“I am still working on projects for 
Poole Town and have not turned my 
back on the club,” he said. “People 
think I have jumped ship because 
there is nothing in it for me, but that 
is not right. 

“I bought a two-year option without 
knowing the club that well. Once I 
had learned the pros and cons, I could 
see it needed further investment and 
proper direction from the top. 

“The investment side was some¬ 
thing I was happy to get involved 
with, but not the running of the club 
because I have never felt anybody 
could do it better than the vice-chair¬ 
man. 

“My offer was revised and accepted 
but, having given it more thought 
since the club’s promotion (to the Na¬ 
tional League South), I wanted to put 
the money into the club first. 

“I have no qualms with the chair¬ 


man, I just wanted to do things in a 
different way” 

On the prospect of resurrecting the 
deal, Mitchell continued: “I have not 
pulled out, we just could not reach an 
agreement. 

“If the chairman came to me and 
said ‘let’s do it your way’, I would do 


it. There has to be some sort of re¬ 
shuffle. 

“It needs direction from one person 
and that person is Chris, but he is not 
in a position to do it. 

“He needs to be given that role 
(chairman) and, if I was in charge, 
he would be. 


“Chris continuously works for the 
club. He is the chewing gum, every¬ 
thing sticks to him and if he wasn’t 
there it would fall apart. 

“He is invaluable, I have never 
known anyone so dedicated to a foot¬ 
ball club. It has been his life.” 

Robbins declined to comment. 


Eastleigh 
to play 
reserve 
football 

EASTLEIGH are bringing 
reserve team football back 
for the 2016/17 season. 

The squad, to be run by 
first-team assistant manager 
Ben Strevens and head of 
youth Lee Peacock, have 
been entered into the Wyvern 
Combination League where 
they will mainly play on 
Monday and Thursday 
evenings. 

With a large National 
League squad to keep match 
fit and several young guns 
emerging, reserve team 
football is a godsend for 
manager Chris Todd. 

A club statement said: “It 
will provide valuable playing 
time to first-team players 
returning from injury and also 
aid the development of 
players within the scholarship 
scheme.” 

Subsidiary 

The side open their league 
campaign away at 
Moneyfields this Thursday 
(August 18), followed by a 
home match four days later 
against Basingstoke Town. 

There is also a subsidiary 
cup competition, the John 
Stimpson Memorial Shield. 

The first game in that 
competition is on August 31, 
at Bashley. 

Eastleigh’s home games 
will be played at either The 
Silverlake or an alternative 
venue which will be 
announced nearer the time. 

Entry to reserve fixtures will 
be pay on the gate, priced £2 
for all season-ticket holders 
and £3 for non-members. 



Ben Strevens 
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Warren Bentley 


Non-stop Bentley ‘could have had a hatful’ 


WHEN Warren Bentley was bang¬ 
ing in goals galore for Winchester 
City last season, the question was 
often asked if the nifty NolO could 
do it at a higher level. 

On Tuesday, the Sholing Technol¬ 
ogy College PE teacher produced 
an emphatic answer, striking twice 
as his new club Gosport Borough 
opened their Vanarama National 
League South account with a 3-1 
home success over Truro City. 

Another ex-Winchester forward 
Chris Flood opened the scoring on 
25 minutes, pouncing after Bent¬ 
ley’s effort had been blocked. 

Truro replied with a 49th-min- 
ute Niall Thompson penalty but, 
having hit the post through 
Mike Carter just after the hour, 
there was no stopping Gosport - 


and Bentley in particular - late on. 

The little maestro made it 2-1 
on 72 minutes, showing super an¬ 
ticipation to head in the loose ball 
after a thunderous Tom Bird long- 
ranger had bounced off the goal¬ 
keeper. 

And then Bentley stole the show 
with a clinical breakaway effort 
four minutes from time, scamp¬ 
ering clear and beating Adriano 
Basso. 

He had other chances too and 
delighted Gosport boss Alex Pike 
concluded: “Warren could have 
had a hatful. Truro just couldn’t 
handle him.” 

For Gosport it was a positive re¬ 
sponse to a disappointing start to 
the season when they lost 3-0 at 
Maidenhead. 


Borough had what they believed 
was a clear penalty shout turned 
down at 1-0 for a foul on Flood, but 
Pike professed himself “immense¬ 
ly disappointed” with his side’s 
showing, adding: “You’re an idiot 
if you don’t learn the lessons and 
there were some valuable lessons 
learned about personnel today” 

The upshot was that defender 
Sam Pearce came into the side on 
Tuesday, while former Eastleigh 
striker Ben Wright dropped to the 
bench. 

Pike deployed Joe Oastler as a de¬ 
fensive midfielder against Truro, 
allowing ex-Sholing man Mike 
Carter, Aaron Dawson and Ben 
Harding more freedom to push on. 

Pike stated: “That was just what 
we needed.” 




Hamble Club 2016/17 


BLESSED with a squad 
packed out with familiar Wes¬ 
sex names, Hamble Club are 
Sydenhams newcomers in 
name only. 

And co-manager Ben Kneller be¬ 
lieves that, with three teams to go up 
from Division One this season, pro¬ 
motion is a realistic target. 

“People say we should win it with 
the squad we’ve got, but there are a 
lot of good sides in the league this 
year,” he said. “Realistically, though, 
we should be looking for a top-three 
finish and promotion. 


“We’re not in the FA Vase or FA Cup 
and, as much as we would like to be, 
it’s a distraction we won’t have, so 
that could be to our advantage.” 

Another point in Hamble’s favour, 
says the boss, is the in-built familiar¬ 
ity in the squad. 

Like Kneller himself, the likes of 
Nathan Lynch, Mike Byrne, Dou- 
gie Rowe, Danny Cox, Matty Troon, 
Rory Anderson, Liam Crook, James 
Vinton, Matt Burt and surprise sum¬ 
mer signing Leigh Mills have played 
together for the likes of Winchester 
City, Sholing, AFC Totton and Fol- 
land Sports and instinctively know 


each other’s game. 

“The morale in the camp is really 
good,” said Kneller. “All these lads 
have, at some time, played together 
before, and that’s the advantage 
we’ve got. 

“There are tried and trusted part¬ 
nerships all around the pitch. 

“Quite a few of us were at Winches¬ 
ter together when Paul McCarthy 
and Guy Butters were there.” 

The merry Monks won their open¬ 
ing game 3-2 at fellow Wessex new 
boys Shaftesbury. 

The hosts took the lead when Szy- 
mon Matuszewski followed up after a 


penalty by Lee Gale - Dorset Premier 
League golden boot winner last sea¬ 
son with 42 goals - had been parried 
by Sam Webb. 

But the game changed for Shaftes¬ 
bury when Will Knight was red-card¬ 
ed for a high tackle and it needed 
some excellent saves from Dan Card 
to keep the visitors at bay. 

There was only so long the ten-man 
hosts could withstand a second-half 
onslaught and, with 65 minutes gone, 
Dougie Rowe levelled. 

Two goals from sub Shane Flooks 
put the visitors 3-1 in the clear before 
Matuszewski replied late on. 


Shining 
star Rudy 
released 

ONE of the shining stars of 
Winchester City’s pre-season 
has been released by the 
Southern One South & West 
dub. 

Although Rudy Plummer 
possesses the pace and 
talent to be a very good 
player, the nomadic striker’s 
inconsistency goes against 
him. 

Announcing that Plummer 
had been released in the 
wake of last Saturday’s 5-3 
opening-day defeat at 
Slimbridge, director or 
football Dave Malone said: 
“Rudy has done well but, 
because of the competition 
for places, I don’t think he 
would have got enough 
football had he stayed with 
us. 

“We’ve done it as much for 
his sake as anything. 

“We could have spun him a 
line and kept here, but it 
wouldn’t have been fair. 

“Rudy needs to play for a 
Wessex League club for a 
whole season.” 

Staying put anywhere long¬ 
term has proved difficult for 
Plummer, who includes QK 
Southampton, Winchester 
(twice), Whitchurch (twice), 
Moneyfields and Fareham 
Town among his array of 
former clubs. 

Also on the move from the 
Denplan City Ground is 
midfielder Micky Hubbard, 
who had spells away from the 
club last season with 
Lymington Town and 
Bemerton Heath. 

With the vastly experienced 
Jamie Brown this week 
signing for City following his 
summer release from 
Basingstoke Town, Hubbard, 
too, would have struggled for 
a place. 

Malone added: “Micky 
Hubbard has been a very 
influential member of our 
side over the past couple of 
seasons, but with the signing 
of Jamie Brown he was not 
likely to get as much first- 
team action as his ability 
deserves. 

“We wish to thank both 
Micky and Rudy and wish 
them well for the future.” 



Rudy Plummer. 
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Blues finally progress after first Cup win in five attempts 


AMESBURY Town ended their FA Cup hoo¬ 
doo after winning last Saturday’s extra pre¬ 
liminary round clash 2-0 at Sherborne Town. 

At the fifth time of asking, the Blues defied 
the odds over the Western League Premier 
Division outfit thanks to goals from Danny 
Field and Tyler Brockway 
Field, playing at left back, broke the dead¬ 


lock on 75 minutes with a curling effort from 
outside the box which nestled into the top 
corner. 

Brockway then added a second with a head¬ 
er. 

New Amesbury boss Jim Macey smiled: “It 
was a great result for everyone at the club - 
I’m well pleased.” 


The Blues’ reward is a home tie against 
neighbours Bemerton next Saturday. 

Graham Kemp’s men got through 1-0 against 
Keynsham thanks to a scorching free-kick 
from former AFC Totton youngster Jake Raw- 
kins. 

There was no joy for Laver stock & Ford who 
crashed out 2-1 at Brockenhurst and had new 


signing Graham Mankin hospitalised. 

Mankin, who joined the club from Bemerton 
during the summer, was caught late and sus¬ 
tained ruptured shoulder ligaments, sidelin¬ 
ing him for six to eight weeks. 

Livid Lavvy boss Liam McConnell was dis¬ 
missed from the dugout in the midst of the 
incident. 


Solent reward for Cup win is 
another cross-country trek 



Ekow Elliott, left, and Myles Keizer-Burrows 


Taylor praying for 
third time lucky 
at Cadbury Heath 

JAMES Taylor is beginning to 
think Team Solent have upset 
the footballing gods. 

After trekking their way to the west 
bank of the River Severn last Satur¬ 
day for an FA Cup extra preliminary 
round tie at Lydney Town, Solent’s 
reward for a stunning 6-0 victory is 
another cross-country slog. 

They will be setting their sat navs 
for Bristol next week to face bogey 
team Cadbury Heath - 7-0 conquerors 
of Folland Sports - for the third time 
in as many seasons. 

“It was a long journey to Lydney,” 
said team boss Taylor. “It was past 
Chepstow and it must have taken us 
two-and-a-half hours to get there. 

“That said, it couldn’t have gone 
much better. We’ve been short of 
players, so to win 6-0 was really 
pleasing. Thirteen of us went and we 
played exceptionally well and were 
clinical with our finishing. 

“Now we’ve got to go all the way to 
Cadbury Heath. 

“It’s another trip to the Bristol area 
for us - I’m not sure what that’s all 
about! I always thought the prelimi¬ 
nary ties were supposed to be lo¬ 
cal, but beyond Chepstow certainly 
wasn’t and neither is Cadbury Heath. 

“We’ve played them the last two 
years in the FA Vase and we haven’t 
beaten them yet.” 

Two goals apiece by new signings 
Tyrell Mitford and Ekow Elliott, plus 
singles from Martin Johnson and the 
exceptional Jemal Wiseman, carried 
Solent to a runaway win over Hel¬ 
lenic Premier hosts Lydney 

Mitford, who will be starting at 
Southampton Uni in September, has 
been part of the QPR under-18 set¬ 
up, while winger Elliott has climbed 
aboard from Blackfield & Langley. 

Elliott’s stay, though, will be short¬ 
lived as he is moving to Spain next 
month to combine football with work 
as a teacher. 

“Ekow’s only short-term, but it 
works for us and it works for him,” 
said Taylor. “We’ve had quite a few 
players missing. Jesse Waller-Las- 
sen’s still in America, Tobi Adekunle 
has been on holiday and Ellis White 
has got at least another three games 


suspended after being shown two red 
cards last season.” 

One long-term absentee is luckless 
left-back Myles Keizer-Burrows who 
broke his leg in two places in the 
opening league game against Alres- 
ford, causing it to be abandoned after 
27 minutes. 

Replacing him last Saturday was 
new signing Joe Griggs, formerly of 
Sholing and AFC Portchester, who 
played for Taylor at Itchen College. 

Taylor reported: “Myles has got a 
rod in his leg and it’s been pinned. 


“He’s back home in London at the 
moment. 

“He’s on the road to recovery, albeit 
that it might be a long one, but we’ve 
got the facilities at the university to 
help him out and, hopefully, it won’t 
affect his studies.” 

Reflecting on the ill-fated incident 
that caused Keizer-Burrows’ injury, 
Taylor said it was a complete acci¬ 
dent. 

“The ball was between him and 
(Solent teammate) Pip Nolan and no 
one seemed to call,” he said. “I don’t 


know exactly what happened, but 
Myles seemed to kick the back of 
Pip’s leg and there was some sort of 
collision. 

“It was an unbelievably poor way 
to start the season and it upset a lot 
of the lads. It’ll take them a while 
to get over it, but we got a good re¬ 
sponse last Saturday which will have 
lifted everyone.” 

Team Solent were out of luck in the 
league on Tuesday, beaten by a cou¬ 
ple of Steve Hutchings strikes in a 
2-0 defeat at Moneyfields. 


Yelland’s 

madness 

moment 

BOSS Carl Poore vowed to 
clamp down on Hamworthy 
United’s disciplinary 
problems after Karl Yelland’s 
moment of madness. 

The Hammers played out a 
dour 0-0 draw with 
Sydenhams Premier rivals 
Lymington Town in the FA 
Cup extra preliminary round - 
despite full-back Yelland’s 
43rd-minute dismissal for 
kicking out at Charlie Willett 
following a scramble for 
possession. 

It follows on from two 
similar incidents in warm-up 
matches and the new County 
Ground manager has seen 
enough. 

Poore, who confirmed he 
would discuss internal 
sanctions against Yelland 
with chairman Steve Harvey, 
said: “I am very disappointed 
and Karl is very disappointed 
in himself. 

“Including pre-season, that 
makes it three red cards for 
retaliation already so there 
were a few words exchanged 
at half-time. 

“Luckily, the lads dug him 
out of a hole. Karl quite 
rightly apologised, he knows 
you just cannot do that, 
especially in the FA Cup when 
you get the chance only once 
a year.” 

Hamworthy won Tuesday’s 
replay 1-0, courtesy of a 
Steve Smith goal, and now 
host another all-Sydenhams 
Premier tie against 
Brockenhurst next Saturday 
(August 20). 

Pat McManus’s Brock, who 
flew the Wessex flag all the 
way to the third qualifying 
round last season, beat 
Laverstock & Ford 2-1 last 
Saturday with Ryan Long 
bagging both Badgers’ goals. 



Karl Yelland, left. 
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Graham Kemp 


Bemerton rue missed chances at league favourites 


BEMERTON Heath Harlequins 
slipped to a 3-1 defeat at Syden- 
hams Wessex Premier heavyweights 
Blackfield & Langley - despite tak¬ 
ing the lead. 

Returning Scott Joyce fired the 
visitors ahead after they had had a 
‘goal’ ruled out for offside. 

Further chances fell to Sam Grif¬ 
fin and Jon Blake before Blackfield 
were awarded a penalty ten minutes 
into the second half, scored by ex- 
Saint Jamie White. 


The momentum was then with the 
hosts and Liam Robinson continued 
the comeback before White added a 
second to secure the three points. 

Heath boss Graham Kemp said: “I 
felt we needed to react better to the 
setback of the penalty. 

“Also, missed chances at key mo¬ 
ments proved costly and I’m not 
happy at the way we conceded as I 
don’t feel we made them work hard 
enough for their goals. 

“On the plus side, to create at least 


five great chances against the title 
favourites is encouraging.” 

*Bemerton HH are calling on play¬ 
ers aged 16-18 to sign up to their un¬ 
der-18s team in the Wiltshire County 
Youth Floodlight League. 

The club trains on Wednesday 
nights at Western Way from 6.30pm. 

All are welcome to come along to 
training. 

Anyone interested should con¬ 
tact chairman Steve Slade on 07798 
732799. 


Manager Killick is thankful 
Dolphins are off and running 



Richard Gillespie 


‘Goals’ Gillespie 
bags winner in 
maiden victory 

MANAGER Tom Killick be¬ 
lieves the nature of Poole 
Town’s first National League 
South win has given him a 
clearer picture of what lies 
ahead. 

Richard Gillespie - known as ‘Mr 
Goals’ - bagged the decisive strike 
after 14 minutes as the Southern 
League champions triumphed 1-0 
against Maidenhead in front of a 502 
Tatnam crowd, writes Neil Perrett. 

His finely-taken effort helped erase 
the memory of Poole’s 4-0 defeat at 
big-spending Ebbsfleet on the open¬ 
ing day. 

While the Dolphins defended their 
lead resolutely, with Will Spetch a 
towering presence at the back, Maid¬ 
enhead were thankful to goalkeeper 
Carl Pentney for making four top- 
drawer saves in the second half. 

Killick said: “I was relieved because 
you worry the longer it goes on, the 
whole atmosphere around the place 
can become difficult. I just felt it was 
important for the club and the play¬ 
ers to get that first win. 

“It was a bit of a nervous perfor¬ 
mance at times so I am hoping, hav¬ 
ing won our first game, we can be 
a little more composed in our next 
game. 

“We defended really well and, al¬ 
though they had a lot of possession, 
I didn’t think they created that many 
clear-cut chances. 

“They put us under a lot of pres¬ 
sure but we looked dangerous on the 
break in the second half and created 
three or four chances we should have 
taken. 

“We had to give absolutely every¬ 
thing just to get over the line. At this 
level, there is no cruising or winning 
games at a canter. To win the game 
took everything we had and that puts 
things in perspective. 

“I don’t want to sound arrogant 
or disrespectful to the league or the 
teams in it, but there were occasions 


last season where we would get away 
with not being at our best and win 
without being flat out. It didn’t hap¬ 
pen on a regular basis, but it did hap¬ 
pen in some games.” 

With concerns over the availability 
of Lewis Lindsay and Luke Burbidge, 
Killick was forced to draft in East¬ 
leigh’s James Granger at the 11th 
hour. 


The central midfielder, on non-con- 
tract terms at Eastleigh, was signed 
on a full transfer with the agreement 
he will return to the Silverlake as and 
when required. He replaced Poole’s 
Luke Roberts at half-time. 

Maidenhead boss Alan Devonshire, 
the former West Ham and England 
midfielder, said: “Poole did well. They 
worked hard, got a goal and held on to 


it. They sat back and we didn’t show 
enough to break them down. 

“It’s a tough league and anyone can 
beat anyone. They showed enough 
against us to suggest they will hold 
their own. 

“The pitch here is big. I’d imagine 
it will blow a gale here in the middle 
of winter, so that will probably help 
them.” 


Teen Royl 
delighted 
with victory 

SHOLING continued 
their perfect start to 
the Sydenhams Premier 
campaign with a 2-1 victory 
over Cowes on Tuesday. 

One man, or boy, who 
impressed was 16-year-old 
Owen Royl. 

The youngster went on as a 
half-time substitute, 
exemplifying the confidence 
the club has in youth, writes 
Reece Peacham. 

Barry Mason put the 
Boatmen in front minutes into 
the second half. Cowes 
equalised through Jared 
Wetherick despite seeing 
Nathan Lewis sent off, before 
Owen Roundell netted a late 
winner. 

Royl said: “It’s a great start. 
We could’ve played a little 
better, but it’s wins that 
matter and that’s given us the 
perfect start.” 

The teenager remained 
grounded after the game, 
admitting he - and the team - 
still have room for 
improvement. 

“We could have done better 
because they went down to 
ten, but it was a good game 
overall. 

“I did alright, personally I 
could’ve done more, I made a 
few mistakes - but, then 
again, everyone does.” 

Royl came on for fellow 
youngster Kieran Winman at 
half-time and slotted in at left- 
back before filling in at right- 
back for the final few 
minutes. 

“I’d like to think I can play 
anywhere and adapt to any 
position,” he said. 

Referee Krasi Petrov made 
a big decision sending off 
Lewis, and Royl admitted it 
added an extra edge to the 
game. 

“Yeah, the sending off fired 
them up, gave them a bit of 
momentum and they wanted 
it more. They had to work 
harder, but luckily we saw it 
through.” 

Sholing looked to be in 
control following Mason’s 
52nd-minute opener before 
Wetherick levelled in the 75th 
minute, just moments after 
Lewis had seen red. 

A Pete Castle flick-on then 
found its way to Roundell, 
who scored to send the 78 
Sholing fans home happy. 



Owen Royl. 
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Luke Coulson. 


Coulson backs Pan-Disability League 


LUKE Coulson has taken on the role 
of Eastleigh ambassador for the new 
Pan-Disability League launched by 
the Saints Foundation. 

The talented midfielder has missed 
the start of the National League 
season with an ankle injury. 

But he will be around to assist the 
coaches with a training session this 
Monday, August 15, in preparation 
for the Pan-Disability League season 
which starts in October. 

Eastleigh’s under-12s and under- 


16s will train from 3.15 to 4.15pm, 
followed by the adults from 4.30 to 
5.30pm. 

The pilot Pan-Disability League 
was launched at St Mary’s by the 
Saints Foundation in June with for¬ 
mer Great Britain and England in¬ 
ternational Martin Sinclair coming 
on board as an ambassador. 

Sinclair, who is recently re¬ 
tired from the game, represented 
Great Britain at the 2012 Paralym¬ 
pics in London, featuring in the 


cerebral palsy team. The Saints 
Foundation will be working with five 
clubs across the county - Eastleigh, 
Sholing, Littleton, Fawley Falcons 
and St Frances - to develop their own 
disabled teams. 

Eastleigh would like to attract more 
young people to join this new league. 
Contact Sharon at Eastleigh FC in 
the Community on 07969 976069. 

• Read more about Eastleigh on 
page 31 


New duo gives Blackfield a 
striking array of riches... 


Sills and ex-Saint 
White shine in 
opening salvos 

WITH Jamie White and Tim 
Sills in the ranks, Blackfield 
& Langley should never be 
short of frontline quality this 
season. 

Ex-Saint White has weighed in with 
five goals in the first three competi¬ 
tive games of 2015/16, while former 
Football League targetman Sills, the 
club’s new player-coach, has looked a 
class act coming off the bench. 

White, who finished last season 
with Salisbury, will be hoping to em¬ 
ulate the sort of season he enjoyed 
with Winchester City five years ago 
when his phenomenal 51-goal tally 
powered the Citizens to the Syden- 
hams Premier title. 

The 26-year-old from Harefield, 
Southampton, went on to net goals 
galore for Salisbury City, earning 
him a move to Bristol Rovers. But his 
stay with the Pirates was short-lived 
and the last few seasons have been 
stop-start, taking in Sutton United, 
Farnborough (loan), Gosport, Poole 
(loan) and Steve Claridge’s Salisbury. 

“Interestingly Jamie’s missus says 
he’s enjoying his football more now 
than he’s done for years,” observed 
Blackfield assistant boss Chris Far¬ 
rell. 

“He can still be fitter, but you can 
see he’s got quality 

“He’s scored two penalties and 
you’d think he was having a kick- 
around in the garden. He’s just rolled 
them in. 

“No one would dispute he’s a good 
player.” 

The same can be said of former 
Torquay, Aldershot, Oxford and Ste¬ 
venage targetman Sills who, at 36, 
remains a class act. 

He went on after 55 minutes of 
Tuesday’s home win over Bemerton, 
which shot Blackfield to the top of 
the fledgling Sydenhams Premier ta¬ 
ble, and instantly impressed Farrell 
with his presence. 

“Sillsy slotted in straight away,” 



Tim Sills, left, and ex-Saint Jamie White 

said Farrell. “He can only have a pos¬ 
itive impact because of where he’s 
been and what he’s done. He came on, 
looked strong and powerful and got 
some shots off. His experience can 
only help our younger players.” 

Two goals from White and a Liam 
Robinson cracker made it six points 
from six for Blackfield as Bemerton 
were sent packing 3-1. 

Harlequins led through Scott Joyce, 
but once White had levelled from the 
spot the Watersiders came good. 

“Glenn (Howes, manager) was ex¬ 
tremely happy to win against proba¬ 


bly the strongest side Bemerton have 
had in years,” reported Farrell. 

“We started poorly, but at 1-1 it was a 
completely different game although, 
that said, Brad Snelling made a great 
save from Joyce to stop them going in 
front again.” 

Goalkeeper Snelling and midfield¬ 
er Luke Neller, both signed from 
Whitchurch, are among a host of 
new Blackfield recruits. 

Only a handful of players - the likes 
of Sam Poole, Joe Byrne, Liam Rob¬ 
inson, Carl Preston, Manny Soetan - 
remain from the group that finished 


third last term. 

“At least 70 per cent of the squad 
has changed,” said Farrell. “We must 
have at least a dozen new players. 

“So far we’ve played three and won 
three, but no one’s getting carried 
away” 

Sandwiched between league wins 
over Cowes and Bemerton was a 2-0 
FA Cup extra preliminary round tri¬ 
umph against Hallen. 

It sets up an August 20 home tie 
against Paulton Rovers, beaten 1-0 
at home to Wimborne on Tuesday in 
the Southern One South & West. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Monday, August 15 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Team Solent v Portland. 

Tuesday, August 16 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Barrow v Chester, Boreham Wood v Tranmere, 
Bromley v Aldershot, Dagenahm & Redbridge 
v Lincoln, Eastleigh v Dover, Gateshead v 
York, Macclesfield v Southport, Maidstone v 
Braintree, North Ferriby v Guiseley, Sutton v 
Torquay, Woking v Forest Green, Wrexham v 
Solihull Moors. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bishops Stortford v Hungerford, Dartford v 
Gosport Borough, East Thurrock v Welling, 
Eastbourne Borough v Concord, Ebbsfleet v 
Whitehawk, Maidenhead v Hemel Hempstead, 
Margate v Hampton & Richmond, Oxford City 
v Wealdstone, St Albans v Chelmsford, Truro v 
Bath City, Weston-super-Mare v Poole Town. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Basingstoke Town v Hayes 
& Yeading, Biggleswade v Kings Langley, 
Chippenham 

v Cinderford, Dorchester v Cirencester, 
Dunstable v Banbury, Kings Lynn v Cambridge 
City, Leamington v Merthyr, Redditch v 
Kettering, Slough v Stratford, St Ives v St 
Neots. 

Division One South & West: AFC Totton 
v Larkhall, Barnstaple v Paulton Rovers, 
Bridgwater v Bideford, Didcot v Winchester 
City, Mangotsfield v North Leigh, Salisbury 
v Bishops Cleeve, Shortwood v Hereford, 
Tiverton v Yate, Wantage v Evesham, 

Wimborne v Taunton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Fawley, 
Amesbury v Brockenhurst, Andover Town 
v Bemerton HH, Bashley v Newport loW, 
Blackfield & Langley v Hamworthy Utd, 
Bournemouth Poppies v Horndean, Cowes 
Sports v Fareham Town, Moneyfields v Sholing. 
Division One: AFC Stoneham v Christchurch, 
Alton v Baffins MR, Downton v Pewsey Vale, 
Hythe & Dibden v US Portsmouth, Laverstock 
& Ford v Ringwood, New Milton v Folland 
Sports, Romsey Town v East Cowes Vies, 
Totton & Eling v Hamble Club. 

Wednesday, August 17 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Frame v Weymouth. 

Division One South & West: Slimbridge v 
Swindon Supermarine. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Verwood v Lymington Town, 
Whitchurch v Alresford Town. 

Division One: Andover NS v Tadley Calleva, 
Weymouth Res v Shaftesbury. 

Friday, August 19 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Folland Sports v Hythe & 

Dibden. 

Saturday, August 20 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Boreham Wood v Chester, Braintree v 
Aldershot, Bromley v Gateshead, Dover 
v Barrow, Forest Green v York, Lincoln v 
Southport, North Ferriby v Torquay, Solihull 
Moors v Guiseley, Sutton v Macclesfield, 
Tranmere v Maidstone, Woking v Dagenham & 
Redbridge, Wrexham v Eastleigh. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bishops Stortford v Bath City, East Thurrock 
v Gosport Borough, Ebbsfleet v Hemel 
Hempstead, Hampton & Richmond v 
Truro, Hungerford v Eastbourne Borough, 
Maidenhead v Chelmsford, Oxford City v 
Concord, Poole Town v Margate, Welling v 
St Albans, Weston-super-Mare v Dartford, 
Whitehawk v Wealdstone. 

FA CUP 

Preliminary round: AFC Portchester v 
Mangotsfield Utd, Amesbury Town v Bemerton 
HH, Bashley v Sholing, Blackfield & Langley v 
Paulton Rovers, Gillingham Town v AFC Totton, 
Cadbury Heath v Team Solent, Verwood 
Town v Fareham Town, Hounslow Utd v 
Petersfield Town, Farnborough v Longlevens, 
Hamworthy Utd v Brockenhurst, Salisbury v 
Bitton, Spelthorne Sports v Andover Town, US 
Portsmouth v Winchester City, Whitchurch Utd 
v Moneyfields, Wimborne Town v Alresford 
Town, Yate v Fleet Town, 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury v Dorchester, 
Basingstoke v Kettering, Biggleswade 
v Cinderford, Cambridge City v Hayes 
& Yeading, Chippenham v Leamington, 
Dunstable v Chesham, Kings Lynn v Redditch, 
Kings Langley v Frame, Merthyr v Cirencester, 
Slough v St Ives, Stratford v Hitchin, Weymouth 
v St Neots. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

SWL Cup, first round: Shaftesbury v Newport 

loW. 

Premier Division: Bournemouth Poppies v 
Lymington Town, Cowes Sports v Horndean, 
Portland Utd v Fawley. 

Division One: AFC Stoneham v Totton & Eling, 
Baffins Milton Rovers v Andover NS, East 
Cowes Vies v Weymouth Res, Fleet Spurs 
v Alton, Laverstock & Ford v Christchurch, 
Pewsey Vale v Hamble Club, Ringwood v 
Romsey, Tadley Calleva v Downton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Bush Hill v Liss, Fleetlands v 
Overton, Hayling v Andover Lions, Hedge End 
Rangers v Colden Common, Infinity v Liphook, 
OK Southampton v Paulsgrove, Stockbridge v 
Clanfield, Winchester Castle v Locks Heath. 
Division One: AFC Petersfield v Sway, Four 
Marks v South Wonston Swifts, Lyndhurst v 
Netley Central Sports, Upham v Michelmersh 
&Timsbury. 
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Champions 



If at the start of last season the bookmakers had us 
as 5000-1 shots, then this time we start at 6000-1 


Ranieri plays it 
cool yet again 


CLAUDIO RANIERI has 
continued to play down his 
Leicester City side’s chances of 
defending their shock Premier 
League title. 

Only three defeats - two to 
runners-up Arsenal - saw the 
Foxes storm to glory by 10 
points last season in the biggest 
upset in Premier League history, 
as Ranieri went from being 
sack-race favourite to winning 
the League Managers’ 
Association and Premier League 
Manager of the Year awards. 

Now, he must plot their title 
defence, which will be 
complicated as they try to 
juggle a league campaign 
with the Champions League as 
they start at Hull after going 
down 2-1 the Community 


Shield to Manchester United 
last weekend. 

But Ranieri has continued his 
philosophy of dampening 
expectation following last 
season’s cautious approach, and 
claimed they are bigger 
outsiders than ever. 

“We’ve won the title and it 
was beautiful and fantastic, it 
was maybe an unrepeatable 
achievement, but now we turn 
the page,” he said. 

“If at the start of last season 
the bookmakers had us as 
5000-1 shots, then this time we 
start at 6000-1. Our objective to 
start the season is to reach 40 
points and stay up. 

“Then, once we’ve reached 
that objective, we can raise the 
bar: finish in the top 10, the 


Europa League, a place in the 
Champions League. 

“Maybe we can win one of 
the four trophies we will be 
challenging: Premier League, 
FA Cup, League Cup and 
Champions League. That is 
our running order, step by 
step.” 

It has been a mixed summer 
for Leicester. Jamie Vardy 
snubbed Arsenal and signed a 
new deal after his 24 goals last 
season helped lift the title. 

PFA Player of the Year Riyad 
Mahrez has continued to be 
linked with a move, but Ranieri 
remains confident he will stay. 

And N’Golo Kante will leave 
a massive void after the 
midfielder joined Chelsea for a 
reported £30million after only 



Leicester 
City share 
their 
Premier 
League title 
celebrations 
with fans on 
an open-top 
bus tour of 
the city 


one season with Leicester. The 
move showed a profit of around 
£2 5m for Leicester after his 
move from Caen and they have 
a ready-made replacement in 
Nampalys Mendy. 

The midfielder has joined 
from Nice along with the 
signings of Ron-Robert Zieler 
(Hannover) and Luis 
Hernandez (Sporting Gijon). 


Nigerian striker Ahmed Musa 
joined from CSKA Moscow for 
a club record fee, reported to be 
around £16m, and Ranieri is 
excited with what the new boys 
can bring. 

The Italian said: “I don’t 
know if he’s as quick as Jamie 
Vardy, but he has lots of speed. 
It’s very important to have 
another airplane in our squad. 


Remember, we are the RAF 
and we’ve signed one of them. 

“I know very well Papy 
(Mendy) because I put him in 
my squad in Monaco when he 
was so young. 

“He played all the matches 
with me there, and was a very 
important player in Monaco. I 
think he could help us this 
season.” 


Ones to watch The close-season signings ready to make their mark in 2016-17 


PAUL POGBA 
Manchester United 

French midfielder Pogba 
rejoins United for a world 
record £89 million after 
signing a five-year deal from 
Juventus. 

The figure beats the estimated 
£85m that Real Madrid paid 
Tottenham for Gareth Bale in 
2013 and comes after weeks 
of transfer negotiations. 

Pogba left United four years 
ago for a nominal fee, and 
went on to win four Serie A 
titles and the Coppa Italia 
twice while his reputation 
grew - persuading Jose 
Mourinho to pay a colossal 
sum for his services. 

ZLATAN IBRAHIMOVIC 
Manchester United 

United started their rebuilding 
efforts by signing Ibrahimovic 
from Paris Saint-Germain. It 
seems inevitable the maverick 
34-year-old Swedish striker 
will have an impact of some 
kind - and 38 goals in 31 
league games in France last 
season would suggest there is 
every chance it will be a 
positive one. 

HENRIKH MKHITARYAN 
Manchester United 

Mkhitaryan is another addition 
to the new-look United who 
appears an exciting prospect. 
A prolific assist-maker, the 
27-year-old Armenian 
midfielder also made a healthy 
contribution of 23 goals in all 
competitions last term for 
Borussia Dortmund. 


MICHY BATSHUAYI 
Chelsea 

Chelsea are hoping for a 
significant revival under new 
management as well and the 
big-money striker they have 
acquired at the start of 
Antonio Conte’s reign looks a 
good fit for the Premier 
League. Batshuayi is a pacy, 
powerful 22-year-old who 
arrives on the back of scoring 
17 league goals for Marseille 
in 2015-16 and then scoring 
for Belgium at Euro 2016. 

N’GOLO KANTE 
Chelsea 

Kante’s remarkable 
breakthrough last year was a 
huge factor in Leicester City’s 
fairytale Premier League 
success, and the Frenchman 
backed it up with an 
impressive showing at Euro 
2016. Chelsea reportedly 
splashed around £30m on 
the 25-year-old, and the 
challenge now will be to live 
up to heightened 
expectations. There are 
few midfielders in Europe in 
better form. 

ILKAY GUNDOGAN 
Manchester City 

With Pep Guardiola now at 
the helm, City are another 
club beginning a new era, 
and deep-lying Germany 
midfielder Gundogan, 
previously Mkhitaryan’s 
team-mate at Borussia 
Dortmund, appears a solid 
signing. There may be 
concern the 25-year-old has 



come with a knee injury, but it 
is not expected to rule him 
out for long. 

NOLITO 

Manchester City 

Spain forward Nolito, 29, was 
with Guardiola at Barcelona 
and has reunited with him at 
the Etihad Stadium having 
flourished at Celta Vigo, 
scoring 39 La Liga goals over 
the past three seasons. It will 
be interesting to see how a 
relative late-developer fares 
among the options in City’s 
star-studded attack. 

SADIO MANE 
Liverpool 

Mane has certainly proved he 
can cut it in the Premier 
League over two fine seasons 
at Southampton that saw the 
24-year-old Senegal forward 
reportedly draw interest from 
Manchester United. It is 
Liverpool who have made the 
move for him, and fans will be 
hoping he can continue to 
thrive as part of Jurgen 
Klopp’s Anfield revolution. 

VICTOR WANYAMA 
Tottenham Hotspur 

Wanyama is another player 
who has shown with 
Southampton his ability to be 
a force in the Premier League. 
Fie looked destined for a big 
move for some time, and 
Spurs boss Mauricio 
Pochettino is well aware of the 
Kenya midfielder’s talents - it 
Clockwise from top left: Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Michy was he who signed him for 

Batshuayi, llkay Gundogan, Sadio Mane and Paul Pogba the Saints in 2013. 


GRANIT XHAKA 
Arsenal 

Switzerland midfielder Xhaka, 
signed from Borussia 
Monchengladbach, appears 
very much an Arsenal player 
- excellent passing and a habit 
of picking up red 
cards. The 23-year-old was 
sent off no fewer than three 
times in the Bundesliga last 
season. 

ALVARO NEGREDO 
Middlesbrough 

Middlesbrough might have 
secured one of the deals of 
the summer if they can spark 
striker Negredo back into life. 
The Spaniard, who has joined 
the newly-promoted club on 
loan, scored 26 goals for 
Manchester City in 2013-14, 
but his star has faded during 
the last two seasons back in 
Spain with Valencia. Fie, and 
Middlesbrough, will be hoping 
a return to the Premier 
League will prompt a revival in 
his fortunes. 

AHMED MUSA 
Leicester City 

Leicester have followed up 
their shock Premier League 
triumph by bringing in a 
number of new faces, with 
Musa the most notable. The 
Nigeria striker, who reportedly 
cost a club-record fee of 
around £16m, netted 13 times 
for CSKA Moscow in the 
Russian top flight last season, 
and has the pace to fit 
seamlessly into Leicester’s 
fast, attacking style. 
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Preview 


► 


Team-by-team guide to the 
2016-17 season: pages 4-5 






Talking points 


FOXES ON THE RUN? 

Leicester’s surge to last season’s title 
was as unexpected as it was glorious 
and bookmakers stung by their success 
with Claudio Ranieri’s men quoted at 
odds of 5,000-1 are not about to make 
the same mistake again. However, while 
the Foxes are 25-1 shots to repeat their 
remarkable feat with most bookies, 
Manchester City, Manchester United, 
Chelsea, Arsenal, Tottenham and 
Liverpool are all rated as better bets. 


PEP TALK 

Manchester City invested in proven 
success when they managed to lure 
Pep Guardiola to the Etihad Stadium in 
a bid to revive their flagging project. 
The 45-year-old won a staggering 21 
trophies, including two Champions 
League titles, during 
his seven seasons 
with Barcelona 
and Bayern 
Munich, and the 
club’s fans are 
eager to see if 
he can work his 


magic once 
again in England’s 
top flight. 


IT has been all change at the 
top of the Premier League, and 
the new kids on the block will 
be out to ensure the 
establishment return to the 
summit this season. 

Leicester’s remarkable title 
win last term ripped up the 
rulebook and stung the big boys 
who want to re-assert their 
authority in 2016-17. 

The Foxes, who start their 
league season at Hull, won by 
10 points after being 5,000-1 at 
the start of the season, although 
Claudio Ranieri has again 
played down their chances of 
defending their crown. 

After the success of keeping 
Jamie Vardy from Arsenal, and 
the striker signing a new 
contract, they lost N’Golo 
Kante to Chelsea. Riyad 
Mahrez looks likely to stay, 
while Ahmed Musa joined from 
CSKA Moscow for a club 
record fee, reportedly £16m. 

Many saw it as a blip season 
and the new Manchester 
managers will be looking to 
reignite their La Liga rivalry. 

Jose Mourinho took over 
from the beleaguered Louis van 
Gaal at United, after Pep 
Guardiola replaced Manuel 
Pellegrini at City. 

Mourinho has convinced 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, who he 
worked with at Inter Milan, to 


Big guns send for reinforcements 
in bid to establish the old order 


join on a free transfer, along 
with signing Borussia 
Dortmund’s Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan and Eric Bailly 
from Villarreal. 

Both it is the world record 
signing £89 million former 
Reds midfielder Paul Pogba 
from Juventus that has got most 
United fans salivating. 

Pogba signed a five-year 
deal, with the option of a sixth 
year, and immediately set his 
sights on title glory. 

“I want to win the league for 
the first time with United, 
because I hadn’t won the 
league when I left,” he said. 

“The Champions League of 
course. And, personally, one of 
my dreams is to win the Ballon 
d’Or. That will come with time, 
hopefully, but first I want to 
win the Premier League, which 
I have never done.” 

Guardiola, who was 
Barcelona boss when Mourinho 
managed Real Madrid, 
swooped for Spain forward 
Nolito, and City are expected to 
improve after they flopped 
following February’s 
announcement that Guardiola 
would be appointed. 

Chelsea will also demand 


massive progress on last 
season’s miserable title 
defence, which saw them finish 
10th. New manager Antonio 
Conte left Italy after Euro 2016 
and has snapped up Belgium 
striker Michy Batshuayi from 
Marseille, along with Kante. 

Runners-up Arsenal start 
another season with Arsene 
Wenger aiming to prove he can 
deliver a Premier League title 
for the first time since 2004. 
Switzerland midfielder Granit 
Xhaka has joined and striking 
reinforcements may follow. 

Tottenham, beaten to second 
place by the Gunners, will hope 
the signings of Victor Wanyama 
and Vincent Janssen finally 
give them the edge over their 
north London rivals. 

West Ham start their first 
season at the Olympic Stadium 
following their move from 
Upton Park, looking set to keep 
Dimitri Payet after his stellar 
debut campaign and impressive 
Euro 2016 displays. 

Jurgen Klopp heads into his 
first full season at Liverpool 
with the £30m capture of Sadio 
Mane his stand-out signing, the 
forward following the well- 
worn path from Southampton. 


Saints lost manager Ronald 
Koeman to Everton and 
replaced him with former 
Monaco chief Claude Puel. 

Crystal Palace captured 
Andros Townsend from 
Newcastle as boss Alan Pardew 
tries to avoid a continuation of 
their post-Christmas slump. 

Bournemouth made a 
statement of intent in July with 
the £15m signing of 
Liverpool’s Jordon Ibe while 
Watford, under new boss 
Walter Mazzarri, kept captain 
Troy Deeney after two bids 
from Leicester. 

Swansea will hope to 
avoid another relegation 
battle along with new boys 
Burnley, Middlesbrough 
and Hull. 

Middlesbrough have 
brought in striker Alvaro 
Negredo from Valencia, 
and Hull have lost manager 
Steve Bruce. 


Pep 

Guardiola 
(left) and 
Jose 

Mourinho 
renew their 
Spanish 
rivalry in 
Manchester 

Below: New 
City striker 
Nolito 


MOUR SUCCESS FOR JOSE? 

The third conning of Jose Mourinho to 
the Premier League is sure to be 
eventful if nothing else as he attempts 
to rekindle his career at Manchester 
United. But will it be the Mourinho who 
established Chelsea as the dominant 
force in England 
during his first 
trophy-laden 
spell, or the 
Mourinho who 
was shown the 
Stamford 
Bridge door in 
December after 
a spectacular fall 
from grace? 

STAYING ALIVE 

For promoted trio Burnley, 
Middlesbrough and Hull City, the 
primary aim is simply to remain in the 
Premier League. The Clarets and Tigers 
both bounced back at the first attempt, 
while it has taken Boro seven long 
years to regain their top-flight status. 
But a word of warning: only twice this 
century have all three newcomers 
managed to avoid an instant return to 
the Football League. 

ZLAT’S ENTERTAINMENT 

The riches of the Premier League have 
funded another hugely expensive 
recruitment drive fuelled by the latest 
television deal, but few arrivals have 
captured the imagination quite as 
much as that of Manchester United’s 
new forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 

The much-travelled 34-year- 
old Sweden international 
has a particularly high 
opinion of himself and 
has largely justified it in 
recent years. Whatever 
else he may be, he is 
certainly box office, on 
and off the pitch. 
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Team-by-t 


Arsenal 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 


Arsene Wenger 
2nd 

The Gunners 
Emirates Stadium 
60,432 



Crystal Palace 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 


Alan Pardew 
15th 

The Eagles 
Selhurst Park 
26,309 



Mike Phelan (caretaker) 
Promoted via play-offs 
The Tigers 
KCOM Stadium 
25,404 





* PLAYERS IN 

Granit Xhaka (Borussia Monchengladbach, £35m), Takuma Asano (Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima, undisclosed) 


PLAYERS IN 

Andros Townsend (Newcastle, £13m), James Tomkins (West Ham, £10m), 
Steve Mandanda (Marseille, £1.5m) 


PLAYERS IN 

1 Will Mannion (AFC Wimbledon, compensation fee), Jonathan Edwards 
(Peterborough, free) 


■ 


i PLAYERS OUT 

Mikel Arteta (released), Tomas Rosicky (released), Mathieu Flamini (released), 
Isaac Hayden (Newcastle, undisclosed), Dan Crowley (Oxford, loan), 

Jon Toral (Granada, loan) 

j CHANCES 

After another summer of limited transfer activity, Arsenal 
fans will again be asking if the squad has what it takes to 
mount a long-overdue sustained title challenge and not 
come up short once more in what could be Wenger’s last 
season. With their rivals all spending big, 2016-17 will 
again test Wenger’s resolve, not to mention the patience 
of Gunners’ supporters. 



KEY MAN 
Mesut Ozil 


PLAYERS OUT 

Dwight Gayle (Newcastle, £10m), Emmanuel Adebayor (released), Marouane 
Chamakh (released), Brede Hangeland (released), Adrian Mariappa (released), 
Alex McCarthy (Southampton, undisclosed) 

I CHANCES 

| Pardew will be looking for a repeat of last season’s 
impressive opening to a campaign which faded badly, 

I despite their run to the FA Cup final. Fail to start well 
I this season, and there could be tough times ahead at 
1 Selhurst Park, but the squad is nevertheless strong enough 
I to aim high. 


PLAYERS OUT 

Sone Aluko (released), Ryan Taylor (released), Mohamed Diame (Newcastle, 
undisclosed) 


CHANCES 

The Tigers bounced straight back following relegation, 
battling through the play-offs. They will be determined to 
put right the shortcomings of two seasons ago, building 
from the back and aiming for mid-table security, but the 
I departure of manager Steve Bruce before the season 
I had even started hardly bodes well. 


KEY MAN 

Yohan Cabaye 


L3| 


Bournemouth 


Manager 
Last season 
I Nickname 
| Ground 
1 Capacity 


Eddie Howe 
16th 

The Cherries 
Vitality Stadium 
11,464 



PLAYERS IN 

Jordon Ibe (Liverpool, £15m), Lewis Cook (Leeds, £10m), Lys Mousset 
(Le Havre, £5.4m), Emerson Hyndman (Fulham, compensation fee), 

I Nathan Ake (Chelsea, loan), Brad Smith (Liverpool, undisclosed) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Matt Ritchie (Newcastle, £12million), Lee Tomlin (Bristol City, £3million), 
Tommy Elphick (Aston Villa, £3.6million), 

Glenn Murray (Brighton, loan), Sylvain Distin (released), 

Jayden Stockley (Aberdeen, free) 


I CHANCES 

1 The big question is whether they can avoid second-season 
syndrome after performing so well on their top-flight debut? 
Howe’s stock continues to rise, having been touted for the 
England job, and retaining the work ethic will be key to 
more progress rather than slipping into a relegation scrap. 



KEY MAN 

Benik Afobe 





KEY MAN 

Ahmed Elmohamady § 


Leicester City 


Claudio Ranieri 
Champions 
The Foxes 
KP Stadium 
32,500 



Burnley 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 


Sean Dyche 

Promoted (Championship winners) 
The Clarets 
Turf Moor 
22,546 


PLAYERS IN 

Johann Berg Gudmundsson (Charlton Athletic, £2.5m), Nick Pope (Charlton, 
£1.1million), Jamie Thomas (Bolton, free), Robbie Leitch (Motherwell, free), 
Jimmy Dunne (Man Utd, free), Jon Flanagan (Liverpool, loan) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Joey Barton (Rangers, free), Matt Gilks (Rangers, free), Matt Taylor 
(Northampton), Luke Conlan (Morecambe, free) 

I CHANCES 

1 Dyche will certainly be wiser for his experiences of the 
Clarets’ last short-lived Premier League campaign, but 
I whether or not he has the quality of players needed to make 
I the step up from an impressive Championship promotion 
] season remains to be seen. The January transfer window will 
likely be crucial to help boost the squad. 


PLAYERS IN 

Ahmed Musa (CSKA Moscow, £16.6m), Nampalys Mendy (Nice, £13m), 
Ron-Robert Zieler (Hannover, £2.6m), Luis Hernandez (Sporting Gijon, free), 
Raul Uche Rubio (Valencia, undisclosed), Bartosz Kapustka (Cracovia) 

PLAYERS OUT 

N’Golo Kante (Chelsea, £32m), Andrej Kramaric (Hoffenheim, £7.6m), 

Paul Konchesky (released), Mark Schwarzer (released), Joe 
I Dodoo (Rangers, undisclosed) 

CHANCES 

I Just how the champions will build on last season’s 
remarkable campaign is the 5,000-1 question. Most of the 
I Foxes’ key men remain on board, but they will now be a 
prized scalp rather than the plucky underdog. A debut 
I Champions League campaign should bring some 
| entertainment, as will Ranieri’s press conferences. 



KEY MAN 

Riyad Mahrez 


Liverpool 


Jurgen Klopp 
8th 

The Reds 

Anfield 

54,500 



KEY MAN 

Sam Yokes 





Chelsea 


Manager 
| Last season 
I Nickname 
Ground 
i Capacity 


Antonio Conte 
10th 

The Blues 
Stamford Bridge 
41,663 



Everton 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 


PLAYERS IN 

Michy Batshuayi (Marseille, £33m), N’Golo Kante (Leicester, £32m). 


PLAYERS OUT 

Nathan Ake (Bournemouth, loan), Lewis Baker (Vitesse Arnhem, loan), Charly 
Musonda (Real Betis, loan), Jeremie Boga (Granada, loan), Tomas Kalas 
(Fulham, loan), Kasey Palmer (Huddersfield, loan), John Swift (Reading, tribunal), 
Mohamed Salah (Roma, undisclosed), Baba Rahman 
(Schalke, loan), Papy Djilobodji (Sunderland, £8m) 

CHANCES 

| New boss Conte knows he will need to hit the ground 
running to make sure there can be no repeat of last season’s 
lacklustre displays. Getting the best out of current talent 
and an immediate impact from the new players will make 
or break Chelsea’s campaign which should have plenty 
of positives once again. 



PLAYERS IN 

Sadio Mane (Southampton, £30m), Loris Karius (Mainz, £4.7m), Joel Matip 
(Schalke, free), Ragnar Klavan (Augsburg, £5m) 


PLAYERS OUT 

I Joe Allen (Stoke, £13m), Jordon Ibe (Bournemouth, £15m), Martin Skrtel 
(Fenerbahce, £5m), Jerome Sinclair (Watford, £4m), Sergi Canos (Norwich, 
£2.5m), Jordan Rossiter (Rangers, free), Joao Teixeira 
(Porto, free), Adam Bogdan (Wigan, loan), Kolo Toure 
(released), Jose Enrique (released), Brad Smith 
I (Bournemouth, undisclosed), Jon Flanagan (Burnley, loan) 

CHANCES 

I This season will see just what Klopp’s side are made of, the 
I German now having settled into Anfield life. Expect plenty 
more 'Gegenpressing’ which should move the Reds up 
I closer the top four, if still short of a serious title shot. 



KEY MAN 

Roberto Firmino 




Ronald Koeman 
11th 

The Toffees 
Goodison Park 
40,569 





KEY MAN 
Eden Hazard 


PLAYERS IN 

Maarten Stekelenburg (Fulham, undisclosed), Bassala Sambou (Coventry, 

| compensation fee), Chris Renshaw (Oldham, undisclosed), Idrissa Gueye 
I (Aston Villa), 

‘ PLAYERS OUT 

| Tim Howard (Colorado Rapids, free), Leon Osman (released), Tony Hibbert 
(released), Steven Pienaar (released), John Stones (Man 
City, £47.5m) 

| CHANCES 

| Toffees fans will be hoping new boss Koeman can inject 
some fresh life into a team which again under-performed 
with last season’s mid-table finish. The pressure, though, will 
be on the Dutchman to prove his achievements and club 
progress at Southampton were no fluke. 


PLAYERS IN 

llkay Gundogan (Borussia Dortmund, £21m), Nolito (Celta Vigo, £14m), 

Oleksandr Zinchenko (FC Ufa, undisclosed), Leroy Sane (Schalke, undisclosed), 
Gabriel Jesus (Palmeiras, £27m), Marios Moreno (Atletico Nacional, undisclosed), 
John Stones (Everton, £47.5m) 



KEY MAN 
Romelu Lukaku 


J PLAYERS OUT 

Martin Demichelis (released), Richard Wright (retired), 

I Marios Moreno (Deportivo La Coruna, loan), Seko Fofana 
Hfc, (Udinese, £3.8m) 


CHANCES 

1 New Manchester City boss Guardiola may have done the 
business in both Spain and Germany, but the hustle and 
bustle of the English top flight represents a whole new ball 
game. Still, as ever, City’s squad remains more than good 
enough to win the title and also last the distance in Europe. 





DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY 








































Saturday, August 13,2016 


DAILY ECHO 


21 


earn guide 


What are the odds? 
Betting guide - page 8 



Sunderland 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 


Jose Mourinho 
5th 

The Red Devils 
Old Trafford 
76,100 



Tottenham Hotspur 


PLAYERS IN 

Eric Bailly (Villarreal, £30m), Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Borussia Dortmund, £26.3m), 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Paris Saint-Germain, free), Paul Pogba (Juventus, £89m) 

PLAYERS OUT 

I Victor Valdes (Middlesbrough, free), Nick Powell (released), Ashley Fletcher 
I (West Ham, free), Jimmy Dunne (Burnley, free), Tyler Reid (Swansea, undisclosed) 

’ CHANCES 

] United fans are hoping Mourinho will bring back some of the 
I swagger which seemed lost under Louis van Gaal. Mourinho 
I was quick to spend big, but dealing with the ego of Zlatan 
] Ibrahimovic and just where to play captain Wayne Rooney 
| are two pressing concerns which, if he gets right, could well 
■ end up with another trophy for the Special One. Henrikh 
| Mkhitaryan has shown signs in pre-season of being a stellar 
capture from Borussia Dortmund. 




KEY MAN 

Wayne Rooney 


Middlesbrough 



Manager David Moyes 

Last season 17th 

Nickname The Black Cats 

Ground Stadium of Light 

Capacity 49,000 

PLAYERS IN 

Papy Djilobodji (Chelsea, £8m) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Steven Fletcher (Sheffield Wednesday, free), Emanuele Giaccherini (Napoli, £2m), 
Santiago Vergini (Boca Juniors, £1.5m), Danny Graham (Blackburn, free), 

Wes Brown (released), Steve Harper (released) 

CHANCES 

Sunderland were less than impressed by the timing of the 
Football Association’s recruitment of new England boss 
Sam Allardyce. Replacement David Moyes - with a point 
to prove after his Manchester United failure - will have 
little time to make sure his new squad gets off to a good 
start, which will be crucial if the Black Cats are to build 
, on the euphoric end to last season and avoid another 
i drawn-out relegation scrap. 


Mauricio Pochettino 

3rd 

Spurs 

White Hart Lane 
36,274 


Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 
PLAYERS IN 

Vincent Janssen (AZ Alkmaar, £18.6m), Victor Wanyama (Southampton, £11m) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Filip Lesniak (Slovan Liberec, loan), Alex Pritchard (Norwich, undisclosed), 
Federico Fazio (Roma, loan), Grant Ward (Ipswich) 


CHANCES 

I So near yet so far last season for Spurs, who ended up 
I below arch rivals Arsenal in third place. Pochettino believes 
j his squad will return hungry from their bitter disappointment 
I and some decent transfer deals should see Tottenham 
I continue progress once again, even if the title might still be 
I just out of reach as they experience Champions League 
I football at Wembley. 


Aitor Karanka 

Promoted as Championship runners-up 
Boro 

Riverside Stadium 
35,100 

PLAYERS IN 

t Marten De Roon (Atalanta, £12m), Viktor Fischer (Ajax, £3.8m), 

Bernardo Espinosa (Sporting Gijon, free), Jordan McGhee (Hearts, loan), 
Victor Valdes (Manchester United, free), Antonio Barragan 
(Valencia, undisclosed), Alvaro Negredo (Valencia, loan), Brad Guzan 
(Aston Villa, undisclosed), Gaston Ramirez (Southampton, undisclosed) 
PLAYERS OUT 

I Jonathan Woodgate (released), Damia Abell^ (released), 

I Rhys Williams (Perth Glory, free) 

CHANCES 

1 Boro have returned to the top flight under the guidance of 
I Karanka. The Spaniard, though, knows bigger tests await, 

I and just how quickly his Championship runners-up - 
] boosted by some decent summer acquisitions - step up 
I a gear will be key to avoiding a long relegation scrap. 


Southampton 


i Manager 
I Last season 
I Nickname 
I Ground 
1 Capacity 


Claude Puel 
6th 

The Saints 
St Mary’s Stadium 
32,689 


PLAYERS IN 

Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg (Bayern Munich, (£12.8m), Nathan Redmond (Norwich, 
film), Jeremy Pied (Nice, undisclosed), Alex McCarthy (Southampton, 
undisclosed) 

Y PLAYERS OUT 

Sadio Mane (Liverpool, £30m), Graziano Pelle (Shandong Luneng, £13m), 
J % '\ Victor Wanyama (Tottenham, £11m), Juanmi (Real Sociedad, 

Kr^ £5m), Gaston Ramirez (released), Kelvin Davis (retired) 

^ CHANCES 

TH The Saints continued their progress under Koeman and it 
remains to be seen just how new manager Puel can take 
things forwards. A Europa League campaign must not prove 
a distraction from securing another top-half finish. 



Stoke City 


Mark Hughes 
9th 

The Potters 
Bet365 Stadium 
28,383 

PLAYERS IN 

I Joe Allen (Liverpool, £13m), Ryan Sweeney (AFC Wimbledon, undisclosed), 
P Ramadan Sobhi (Al Ahly) 

PLAYERS OUT 

I Peter Odemwingie (released), Steve Sidwell (released), Alberto Paloschi 
■ (Atalanta, undisclosed) 

CHANCES 

The continued stability provided by the steady hand of 
Hughes often goes overlooked, as does the Potters’ stylish 
approach, boosted by the creativity of Swiss playmaker 
Shaqiri. Could have done with a few more fresh faces, 
but expect positive advancement - and an outside shot 
of breaking into the top six. 




KEY MAN 

Harry Kane 


|watford] 

W 



Manager 
Last season 
Nickname 
Ground 
Capacity 
PLAYERS IN 

Isaac Success (Granada, £12m), Christian Kabasele (Genk, £5.8m), Jerome Sinclair 
(Liverpool, £4m compensation), Juan Camilo Zuniga (Napoli, loan), 

Brice Dja Djedie (Marseille, £4m) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Jose Manuel Jurado (Espanyol, £2.1m), Joel Ekstrand (released), Josh Doherty 
(Leyton Orient, free), George Byers (Swansea, free), Gabriele 
Angella (Udinese, undisclosed), Daniel Pudil (Sheff Wed, 
undisclosed), Almen Abdi (Sheff Wed, undisclosed) 

CHANCES 

Watford appear well set up to go on and establish 
themselves in the Premier League, having fended off interest 
in striker Troy Deeney from Leicester while also spending 
soundly. The jury remains out on just how new boss Mazzarri KEY MAN 
will find life in England. Troy Deeney 


West Bromwich Albion 


PLAYERS IN 

1 Matty Phillips (QPR, £5.5million) 

I PLAYERS OUT 

] Stephane Sessegnon (released), Victor Anichebe (released), Anders Lindegaard 
| (Preston, free) 

CHANCES 

There are some rumblings of discontent at The Hawthorns 
over the direction of the club under Pulis which, before he 
arrived, looked heading only one way. Baggies fans should 
expect more of the same again next season, the team doing 
just what it says on the tin, and be careful what they wish for 
if mid-table security is just not enough to placate the 
masses. 

KEY MAN 

Darren Fletcher 




West Ham United 




PLAYERS IN 

Leroy Fer (QPR, £4.75m), Mike van der Hoorn (Ajax, £2m), Tyler Reid 
(Manchester United, undisclosed), George Byers (Watford, free), Mark Birighetti 
(Newcastle Jets, free), Borja Baston (Atletico Madrid, undisclosed), 

Fernando Llorente (Sevilla, undisclosed) 

PLAYERS OUT 

Eder (Lille, £3.4m), Alberto Paloschi (Atalanta, undisclosed), 

Raheem Hanley (Northampton, free), Matthew Grimes 
(Leeds, loan), Kyle Bartley (Leeds, loan), 

Andre Ayew (West Ham, undisclosed) 

CHANCES 

Some astute summer business should see the Swans steer 
clear of any trouble and start to look up the table once 
again, with a decent cup run a realistic target for the 
now established Welsh member of England’s elite. 




Slaven Bilic 
7th 

The Hammers 
Olympic Stadium 
60,000 

| PLAYERS IN 

. Manuel Lanzini (Al Jazira Club, £9.4m), Toni Martinez (Valencia, £2.4m), Havard 
I Nordtveit (Borussia Monchengladbach, free), Sofiane Feghouli (Valencia, free), 

I Gokhan Tore (Besiktas, loan), Ashley Fletcher (Manchester United, free), 

I Andre Ayew (Swansea, undisclosed), Arthur Masuaku (Olympiakos, undisclosed) 


PLAYERS OUT 

James Tomkins (Crystal Palace, £10million), 

Stephen Hendrie (Blackburn, loan), Joey O’Brien (released) 

CHANCES 

West Ham will start life after Upton Park full of genuine 
hope the east London club can build on their expanding 
fanbase at the Olympic Stadium to eventually break into the 
top four. With the likes of France playmaker Dimitri Payet 
in the squad, there is every reason to be positive. 
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LONDON CALLING 


TOTTENHAM 
HOTSPUR 
If it ain't broke, 
don't fix it 


CHELSEA Work ethic will make the 
difference, vows Conte 


ANTONIO CONTE used one 
word more than any other 
during his unveiling as 
Chelsea head coach: work. 

Three days later, the Italian 
completed the signing of 
N'Golo Kante from Leicester. 

The France midfielder, 
whose intelligent, selfless and 
athletic approach was key in 
Leicester's surprise title 
success, can be the heartbeat 
of Conte's Chelsea. 

Conte, who led Juventus to 
three successive Serie A titles, 
places great stock in 
physical conditioning. 

"In the Premier 
League, the 
standard is very 
tough,"he said. 

"High 

intensity, very, 
very strong, 
compared to the 
other tournaments. 

I think if you want to 
win, you must play good 
football, attractive football, 
but also you must have a 
good physical condition. 

"Usually if you have great 
organisation, have great talent 
with the players, also you run 
more than the others, you 
have more probability to win." 

The addition of Kante has 
made some install Chelsea as 
title contenders once again. 

Given the squad is not 
dissimilar to the one which 


won the 2014-15 Premier 
League under Jose Mourinho, 
another Premier League 
crown cannot be discounted. 

It all depends on which 
Chelsea turn up. The one of 
two seasons ago which was 
organised, ruthless and 
delivered? Or the one of last 
term, which floundered at 
every hurdle in the autumn 
and scarcely improved after 
Mourinho's departure, 
finishing 10th? Conte (below) 
hopes it is the first of those. 
'We're slightly under¬ 
rated, but I hope 
we're in there and 
we can surprise 
people and that 
this can 
motivate us 
further," he 
added. 

"I hope there is 
a small flame 
flickering that can 
eventually grow into a blazing 
inferno." 

Goals, or rather a lack of 
them, were a big issue for 
Chelsea last season. 

Eden Hazard showed signs 
from May and in the European 
Championship with Belgium 
of a return to something of 
the scintillating form he 
showed in Chelsea's title¬ 
winning season. 

Belgium striker Michy 
Batshuayi has been signed to 
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Eden Hazard showed signs of returning to his best form at Euro 2016 


ARSENAL We won't make same errors in title race this time, insists Coquelin 


FRANCIS COQUELIN has revealed 
Arsenal have gone over last season with 
a fine-tooth comb - and do not intend to 
make the same mistakes again. 

It is now more than 12 years since the 
Gunners won the Premier League and, 
despite finishing as runners-up last 
season, they were a distant 10 points 
adrift of champions Leicester. 

Sitting top at the turn of the year, it 
appeared to be Arsenal's title to lose, and 
lose it they did with home defeats to 
Chelsea and, more gallingly, Swansea. 


Wenger's side to finish above 
their local rivals for the 21 st 
consecutive year. But that 
was scant consolation, and 
the disgruntled voices calling 
for Wenger and the board to 
be replaced grew. 

But Coquelin (right), who is 
likely to be battling with 
January signing Mohamed 
Elneny for a place alongside 



Only a final-day capitulation from 
Tottenham allowed Arsene 


new signing Granit Xhaka in the midfield 
engine room, believes the Gunners are 
ready to challenge again. 

He said: "We've gone through 
everything we did last season, we had 
a strong season, but it's going to be 
about details this time. The games all 
the people expect us to win, we 
have to win them and 
respond as well in the big 
games. I think that's 
what we've done in 
the last couple of 


years, so we have to carry on doing this." 

Wenger, who was heavily linked to the 
England job, sees his contract expire at 
the end of the season and has said he 
will remain relaxed and is not concerned 
if he does not sign a fresh deal until the 
closing weeks. 

But a poor start, with tricky games 
against Liverpool, Leicester and Chelsea 
in their first six fixtures, could see 
discontent grow once again. 

Despite the need to hit the ground 
running in the pursuit of a fourth title of 


STABILITY has rarely been a 
card in Tottenham's hand. 

Lofty ambition and often 
even a smattering of swash¬ 
buckling talent, but stability? 
Not so much. 

Managers, head coaches, 
directors of football, sporting 
directors, they have all come 
and gone at White Hart Lane, 
each flinging the squad's 
revolving door before exiting 
themselves, any long-term 
plan left largely in tatters. 

But this season feels a little 
different. While the Premier 
League's leading lights, 
desperate to reassert 
themselves, have spent the 
summer unveiling blockbuster 
bosses and scrambling for 
Hollywood names, Tottenham 
have been unusually prudent. 

Manager Mauricio 
Pochettino is heading into his 
third season and can be 
confident of retaining his most 
valuable assets, with Harry 
Kane, Dele Alii, Eric Dier and 
Toby Alderweireld probably 
another year away from 
attracting the serious 
attention of the world's 
glamour clubs. 

Signings have been prompt 
and pragmatic. The gamble on 
Kane's fitness last season paid 
off, but in Vincent Janssen 
they have finally added some 
much-needed forward cover. 

Janssen cost £17million, a 
relatively modest sum in this 
summer of eye-watering 
prices, particularly for strikers, 
and at 22 he chimes with 
Pochettino's profile of young 
talent happy to fit in with the 
manager's stringent style of 
play. 

Victor Wanyama, brought in 
from Southampton, is more 
primed for the first team, 
adding greater depth to a 
position in which Spurs relied 
heavily last season on Dier and 
Mousa Dembele, the Belgian 
who will miss the first four 
games through suspension. 

The mantra has been more 
'if it ain't broke, don't fix it' 
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The big guns 



NORTH WEST BEST? 


MANCHESTER UNITED Mourinho 
ushers in new era at Old Trafford 


FRUSTRATION has made way 
for anticipation as Manchester 
United prepare for an exciting 
new chapter. 

Last season may have ended 
with FA Cup glory, but that 
could not overshadow another 
poor campaign at a club 
synonymous with success. 

Louis van Gaal’s prosaic 
football and prickly nature left 
many at Old Trafford 
underwhelmed, with few tears 
shed when the axe fell days 
after the Wembley triumph. 

The inability to secure 
Champions League football and 
get fans on their feet left the 
club facing an identity crisis, 
which United have quickly 
gone about rectifying - 
and not just by 
spending wildly. 

The style and 
substance 
missing under 
Van Gaal and 
predecessor 
David Moyes 
saw the club 
belatedly turn 
to the man 
overlooked to follow 
Sir Alex Ferguson’s 
success-laden reign, Jose 
Mourinho. 

A proven manager with a 
trophy-heavy CV, not even the 
chastening end to his second 
spell at Chelsea has diminished 
his swagger as the Portuguese 
wants to bring a winning 
mentality back to Old Trafford. 

“I think by the motivational 
point of view it is very 
important to forget the past 
three years and to focus on 
good times,” said Mourinho. “I 
think that’s what everybody 
wants at the club - it is what 
every fan wants. 

“But at the same time I think 
it is intelligent to understand 
times are different and realities 


are different. I don’t think it’s 
possible for United to win so 
much in the next 20 years as in 
the past 20 years. I don’t think 
it’s possible, times change. 

“I want to bring the 
motivational levels up and 
bring the confidence back, but 
being intelligent and know that 
the reality we face in the 
Premier League is different 
than 10, 20 years ago.” 

The Premier League is, 
though, a challenge United look 
far better placed for than this 
time last year, both in terms of 
attitude and aptitude. 

Mourinho has quickly gone 
about drilling his side in 
pre-season to change the 
squad’s ‘profile’, 
acquiring a new 
spine for a side 
already boasting 
fine individual 
talents. 

Exciting 
central defender 
Eric Bailly (left), 
creative 
midfielder 
Henrikh 

Mkhitaryan, Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic and 
£89 million world record 
signing Paul Pogba have all 
arrived. Such acquisitions have 
led to a flood of money on 
United winning the title, 
something you would not bet 
against with the Special One at 
the helm. 

“I’m not going to hide 
behind three bad seasons or two 
seasons not even with fourth 
place,” added Mourinho. 

“No, I want to win the title 
and I want my players to feel it. 
If, at the end of the season, 
anyone is better than us, then 
great. But now in this moment 
before the flag to start the race, 
I’m not going to say we don’t 
want to win.” 






Former Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich 
boss Pep Guardiola 
arrives at the Etihad 


MANCHESTER CITY New boss a statement of intent 


MANCHESTER CITY fans have grown used 
to the excitement that often accompanies the 
arrival of a new manager. 

Kevin Keegan, Sven-Goran Eriksson, Mark 
Hughes, Roberto Mancini and Manuel 
Pellegrini all arrived with promise, but there 
is no doubt the latest appointment tops the lot. 

“It begins” read the banners as City greeted 
the arrival of Pep Guardiola with much 
fanfare at a ceremony attended by 5,800 fans. 
The club knew they had landed a coup in 
luring the most sought-after coach in the 
world to the Etihad Stadium and they were 
certainly not underplaying it. 

It is easy to see why. Guardiola has won 22 
trophies in a managerial career that began 
only nine years ago at Barcelona B. After 
graduating to the senior side at the Nou Camp 
he won three La Liga crowns and the 
Champions League twice, before moving to 
Bayern Munich and winning the Bundesliga 
title three times in as many attempts. 

As City strive to reach such heights, 
Guardiola is perhaps the best qualified to take 
them there. There have been many statements 
of intent from City since their Abu Dhabi 


owner arrived in 2008, but this is as big as 
any. Guardiola not only brings a formidable 
reputation for success and exhilarating 
football, but his name alone should entice 
some of the world’s best players to the Etihad 
Stadium. Combine that with near-limitless 
financial resources and a squad already high 
in quality and benefiting from outstanding 
facilities, and the potential is huge. 

Guardiola is well aware of this and knows 
he will have to hit the ground running. 

“It won’t be easy,” said the 45-year-old, 
whose move was smoothed by the presence of 
former Barcelona executives Ferran Soriano 
and Txiki Begiristain in senior positions at 
City. “We need time, but we don’t have time. 

“People don’t expect to see in January and 
February how good we are, they expect from 
the first friendly game to see how good is Pep. 

“I need time, but I know I don’t have time. 
It was the same at Barcelona, the same in 
Munich. That is the expectation. 

“I was lucky to train at Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich with these amazing players 
and we won a lot of titles in a short time. The 
expectations now are the same.” 


LIVERPOOL Now Klopp can build the team he wants 


JURGEN KLOPP may be a familiar 
face after 10 months in the job, but 
plenty is changing at Liverpool. 

The German finally had a chance to 
put his players through one of his 
pre-season programmes - which 
sometimes involve triple sessions - 
having arrived mid-season amid a 
packed schedule which left him little 
time to work on fitness and style of play. 

It is a key factor for Klopp, who used 
many of the summer friendlies as 
extended training sessions to give his 
players extra work-outs. 

As well as the new regime, there are 
new arrivals as Klopp, who signed a 


new six-year contract this summer, 
opted not to strengthen his squad in the 
January window but wait until he had 
fully assessed his options. 

The clear-out began with Martin 
Skrtel, Jordon Ibe, Sergi Canos and 
Jerome Sinclair shown the door, with 
Christian Benteke and Mario Balotelli 
also deemed surplus to requirements. 

Two key additions are defender Joel 
Matip and forward Sadio Mane. 

Liverpool’s vulnerability at set-pieces 
was so well-known it became 
opponents’ first line of attack, and 
Matip’s arrival will be key. A 6ft 4in 
Cameroon international, he arrives from 


the Bundesliga having spent seven years 
with Schalke. His arrival was part of the 
reason Martin Skrtel was allowed to 
leave for Fenerbahce and veteran Kolo 
Toure’s deal was not renewed, and if 
Matip can succeed where they failed in 
dominating the penalty area, Liverpool 
will be a much harder nut to crack. 

“In the air and on the ground I am 
good,” said Matip. “I am very good 
under high balls, especially at comers 
and set-pieces. Leadership is something 
I will have to grow into, but I am also 
sure I have the ability for that position 
and from the way I approach the game.” 

At the other end of the pitch, Mane 


gives Klopp options as he can play out 
wide or up front if necessary. 

Fitness permitting, the premier 
striker’s role will go to Daniel Sturridge, 
but Mane’s 15 goals for Southampton 
last season - including four in three 
matches against Liverpool - suggest 
there should plenty of support. 

“I am happy because as a striker - and 
not only for me, but for all strikers - it is 
very important for you to score for your 
team,” said Mane. “Now I am looking 
forward to working with my new 
team-mates, to playing with my team 
and trying to help each other to push the 
club upwards.” 


New boys 

BURNLEY 

Winning the 
Championship by four 
points ahead of 
Middlesbrough saw 
Burnley regain Premier 
League status at the first 
time of asking. 

It is the third time the 
side have been promoted 
to the Premier League, 
but have never managed 
more than one season in 
the top flight. 

The succession of 
Burnley strikers of the 
last decade from Andy 
Gray through Martin 
Paterson, Steven Fletcher, 
Jay Rodriguez to Danny 
Ings continued with the 
emergence of Sam Vokes 
and Andre Gray. Vokes 
scored against Belgium 
to help send Wales to the 
semi-final of Euro 2016, 
while Gray was last 
season’s top scorer in the 
Championship with 25 
goals. The pair scored 40 
and assisted 13 
Championship goals 
between them last term. 

MIDDLESBROUGH 

Aitor Karanka’s side join 
the big boys with a big 
boy of their own in goal 
in Victor Valdes. 

The former Barcelona 
and Manchester United 
goalkeeper has signed a 
two-year contract at the 
Riverside, and Karanka 
said: “You can’t imagine 
how delighted I am, 
because it’s not usual to 
bring players like him to 
recently promoted teams. 

“I’m really pleased 
because he is really 
committed. All the 
conversations we’ve had, 
he knows why he is here 
and he is coming to add 
to what we have.” 

There is also has a 
big-name Spanish 
forward in Alvaro 
Negredo, on loan for the 
season from Valencia. 

HULL CITY 

Preparations for a return 
to the Premier League 
were thrown into chaos 
when manager Steve 
Bruce stepped down. 

In an open letter to 
fans, he wrote: “My 
biggest regret is having 
to walk away but it was a 
decision I had to make for 
the sake of the club. 

“The last 12 months 
have been very tough and 
it felt like the right step 
for the club to move 
forward in a different 
direction and with 
someone else in charge.” 
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Betting guide 


Conte can upset 
northern powers 


Premier League 
in numbers 

168 The number of 
Premier League games 
that will be televised 
live, 126 on Sky Sports 
and 42 on BT Sport. 

30 The price, in 
pounds, at which 
tickets will be capped 
for away fans. 

586 Jose Mourinho 
will look to improve 
Manchester United’s 
record of winning the 
most Premier League 
games in the 
competition’s history. 

98.7 The percentage 
of Leicester supporters 
who had renewed their 
season tickets before 
the end of May. 

260,000 The 

reported weekly wage, 
in pounds, of new 
Manchester United star 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 

1 Number of months 
into the season before 
Mourinho and Pep 
Guardiola face off in 
their new roles. 


OLD foes taking over rivals in 
the same city, both tasked with 
returning their clubs to the top 
echelon of English football. 

The stage is set for arguably 
the most anticipated season in 
Premier League history, and not 
just because of the arrival of 
Pep Guardiola at Manchester 
City and Jose Mourinho at 
Manchester United. 

The bookies would have you 
believe it’s more or less a 
two-horse race, with City 5-2 
favourites, and United not far 
behind at 3-1. 

But it’s never that simple, and 
Mourinho had it right this time 
last season as his Chelsea side 
prepared for their title defence. 
“Go to other countries and, if 
you have a top team, you win,” 
he said. “In this country, you 
can finish first or fifth.” 

Perhaps he saw Chelsea’s 
demise coming, although he 
couldn’t have ever envisaged 
Leicester winning the title, nor 
would he have foreseen getting 
the sack as early as December. 
But he was certainly correct in 


by Lenny Miller 


suggesting the Premier League 
title was wide open, and that is 
why Guardiola can’t be seen as 
a shoo-in for instant success at 
the Etihad Stadium. 

He has managed the very top 
clubs in Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich, winning an incredible 
21 trophies in six seasons. 

But in those countries, 
Barcelona have only Real 
Madrid - and more recently 
Atletico Madrid - to contend 
with, while Bayern only see 
Borussia Dortmund as a threat. 

Here, as well as United, 
Guardiola has to compete with 
Chelsea (11-2), Arsenal (6-1), 
Liverpool (8-1) and Tottenham 
(10-1). And you can’t rule out 
Leicester or West Ham, either. 

From a betting point of view, 
you can forget Arsenal. Without 
their usual rivals in the mix last 
season, they had a glorious 
chance and were only two 
points behind Leicester after 
beating them in mid-February. 
But they crumbled, again, and 


have probably not strengthened 
enough to make a difference. 

Tottenham, as impressive as 
they were last season, probably 
missed the boat and, with 
competition greater this time 
around, I suspect they may 
struggle to retain their 
Champions League status. 

Liverpool, meanwhile, 
showed signs of progress under 
Jurgen Klopp, who led the club 
to two cup finals, but they are 
probably still a season or two 
away in their development to 
be competing for top spot. 

Chelsea, however, should 
prove last season was a blip 
and, in manager Antonio Conte, 
have made a shrewd signing. 

A serial winner with Juventus 
in Serie A, Conte proved 
himself as one of the best 
tacticians in the game with Italy 
at Euro 2016. The Azzurri went 
into the tournament labelled as 
the worst national side in 50 
years, but it was a joy to watch 
Conte’s side pick apart more 
fancied opposition in Belgium 
and Spain, and it took penalties 



for Germany to get past them in 
the last eight. 

Most of Chelsea’s squad won 
the title two seasons ago, while 
Eden Hazard looked the player 
of old during the final part of 
last term and in France this 
summer. Without the distraction 
of playing in any European 
competition, Conte can really 
get to work on his new players, 
so expect them to be well- 
drilled, tough to beat and 


William Hill odds 

PREMIER LEAGUE WINNERS 


Manchester City 


5-2 

Manchester United 


3-1 

Chelsea 


11-2 

Arsenal 


6-1 

Liverpool 


8-1 

Tottenham Hotspur 


10-1 

Leicester City 


33-1 

West Ham United 


66-1 

TOP PREMIER LEAGUE SCORER 


Sergio Aguero (left) 

Man City 

7-2 

Harry Kane 

Tottenham 

6-1 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic 

Man United 

8-1 

Romelu Lukaku 

Everton 

12-1 

Michy Batshuayi 

Chelsea 

14-1 

Diego Costa 

Chelsea 

16-1 

Jamie Vardy 

Leicester 

16-1 

Alexis Sanchez 

Arsenal 

20-1 

Olivier Giroud 

Arsenal 

20-1 


efficiently ruthless. They are 
the value pick. 

As for Leicester, a top-half 
finish should still be considered 
a decent season. Losing N’Golo 
Kante to Chelsea was a huge 
blow and, with the Champions 
League to contend with, 

Claudio Ranieri’s squad will be 
stretched and I can’t see them 
having the same luck with 
injuries as they enjoyed in the 
previous campaign. 



Football Betting Highlights 


Highlights 


Enhanced 


Q Foottw* 

BATE Borisov - Match Betting 

BATEBorisov v Dundalk - " 


SMARTER. 

EASIER 

FASTER. 


“SLICK AND EASY” 
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THE SUN 


m AppStore 


YOUR NEW & IMPROVED 
MOBILE BETTING EXPERIENCE 


EASIER NAVIGATION. 

Find your favourite coupons, match lists and markets, and 
build your accas, faster 


Daitv List In-Play Coupons Competitions Stot 


FASTER IN-PLAY BETTING. 

Easier access to your full range of in-play markets 


FOOTBALL 


Top Bots 


NEW SCOREBOARDS. 

Our fastest Live Scores service with in-depth stats and 
updates on your games 


Q Foots*) 

Ajax - Match Betting 

A)ax v PAOK Salonika 


O Foots* I 

Flatnengo - Match Betting 

F an-enoo v Amcrica-MG 


WATCH MORE LIVE GAMES. 

More opportunities to Bet and Watch, with more live 
streaming of matches, including La Liga 
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Newmarket 

Holidays 


Daily Echo 



Autumn Gold in 
the Lakes 


A feast of seasonal glories 
3 days from £179.00,14 October 
2016 & 13 October 2017 

Time to explore historic Chester, a cruise on 
Lake Windermere and a trip on the Lakeside 
and Haverthwaite Railway are just two 
highlights awaiting you. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Tour of the Peak District 

• Lake District visit and a trip on the 
Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway and a 
cruise on Lake Windermere 

• A visit to Chester 

• Two nights’ dinner, bed and English 
breakfast accommodation at a good 
hotel 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Book today to 
reserve your place! 



BRITISH 
TRAVEL 
I, AWARDS^ 
~ 2015/ 


BEST LARGE ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Call 

0330 160 7751 

Visit 

www.newmarket.travel/ncsll510 


QUOTE 

NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single a nj* 

supplements apply. Standard phone charges. ^ 



Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
Tel: 023 8055 7777 

104 Ringwood Road, Walkford, Christchurch BH23 5RF 
Tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 



SEPTEMBER 

CONTINENTAL 

GETAWAYS 



3rd: Monets Garden ■ 5 days ■ £419 
6th: Danube River Cruise -11 days ■ £1479 
9th: Tyrolean Highlights -10 days ■ £869 
10th: Baltic Coast - 8 days ■ £769 
13th: Green Coast of Spain - 8 days - £509 
16th: Italy Riviera of Flowers -10 days ■ £819 j 
18th: The Dordogne ■ 8 days ■ £669 
20th: Tuscany Club Class - 9 days - £959 
23rd: Costa Brava Roses Last Two Spaces! 

10 days-£659 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 



® We understand what 
you are going through. 

A We will therefore 
treat your needs with 
the utmost care and 
attention. 

To speak to Paul in 
person or a member of 
his team. Please call the 
number below. 

Joseph House, 

14 Bishopstoke Road, Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, SO50 6AE 
info@cappers 
independentfunerals.co.uk 

Tel 023 80612 444 


■>$*■ BARTLEY 



INDEPENDENT BMW AND 
MINI SPECIALISTS 


Think BMW, Think Bartley! 


• BMW QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS WORK CARRIED OUT TO BMW SPECIFICATIONS 
BMW DIAGNOSTICS FIXED PRICE SERVICING LASER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT WARRANTY WORK 
MOTs ARRANGED FREE COURTESY CARS WHILE YOU WAIT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 

tel: 023 8066 1499 • www.bartleyuk.com • email: info@bartleyuk.com 

Units 23 & 24 New Forest Enterprise Centre, ■Jpn MOTQR INDUSTRY 
Rushington Business Park, Chapel Lane, Totton, CQpEOI ~ PRACTICE 

Southampton SO40 9LA ® ■ Smfie and Repair 
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Furyk’s 58 is 
first in PGA 
Tour history 


Introducing Ed’s 



Lewis Cook and Valencia’s Enzo Perez battle for the ball during the pre-season friendly at Dean Court 



New left back Brad Smith (right) in action in a friendly against Cardiff 


JIM Furyk last week shot the first 58 in 
PGA Tour history and became the first 
player to record two sub-60 rounds 
worldwide. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
seven times a player has signed for less 
than 60 shots on the PGA Tour. 

Al Geiberger - 59 -1977 Memphis 
Classic 

The American started on the 10th in 
his second round at Colonial and 
turned with six birdies before eagling 
the first. Four further birdies got him to 
the brink and an eight-foot birdie putt 
on the ninth secured a 13-under-par 
total and his place in history. 

Chip Beck - 59 -1991 Las Vegas 
Invitational 

The American recorded 13 birdies in 
round three after starting on the 10th, 
including his last three as he finished 
with a three-footer. The 13-under-par 
effort helped Beck secure a tie for 
third. 

David Duval - 59 -1999 Bob Hope 
Chrysler Classic 

Duval got to number one in the world 
in 1999 and it was also the year that he 
recorded one of the greatest finishes in 
PGA Tour history. With 11 birdies on his 
card, the American put his approach on 



USA’s Jim Furyk has twice carded 
PGA rounds of under 60 
the par five last at the PGA West Palmer 
Course to six feet for an eagle that 
secured both a 59 and the ninth of his 
13 PGA Tour wins. 

Paul Goydos - 59 - 2010 John Deere 
Classic 

Goydos became the second man to 
go sub-60 and not win as he recorded 
12 birdies at the par-71 TPC Deere Run. 

Stuart Appleby - 59 -2010 Greenbrier 
Classic 

The Australian remains the only non- 
American to get below 60 on the PGA 
Tour as he won at the par-70 TPC Old 
White. 

Jim Furyk-59-2013 BMW 
Championship 

Furyk went sub-60 for the first time in 
the second round at Conway Farms but 
he would not win in Illinois. Starting 
from the 10th, the 2003 US Open 
champion played the back nine in 28 
and, although he had a bogey on the 
front nine, a three-foot putt on the ninth 
secured a 12-under effort. 

Jim Furyk - 58 - 2016 Travelers 
Championship 

Furyk turned in a stunning 27 with the 
help of an eagle on the second and a 
run of seven birdies from the sixth. 


AFC Bournemouth will 
start the 2016/17 Premier 
League season having out- 
spent neighbours Saints 
this summer. 

Cherries boss Eddie Howe has 
brought in a handful of youthful 
new faces, for a combined fee of 
more than £30 million. 

They include new club record 
signing Jordan Ibe. 

Here, the Sports Pink turns the 
spotlight on Howe’s new faces. 

Lewis Cook 

Gareth Bale won it in 2006/07. 

Fabian Delph won it in 2008/09. 

Nathaniel Clyne won it in 2009/10. 

Delle Alii won it in 2014/15. 

What award are we talking about? 
The Football League Young Player 
of the Year silverware. 

And last season’s winner, 19-year- 
old Leeds midfielder Lewis Cook, 
was Bournemouth’s first summer 
signing. 

Though the fee was declared “un¬ 
disclosed”, it is believed Cherries 
spent £6 million up front with up to 
£4 million in potential add ons. 

Cook, who featured 47 times in all 
competitions for Leeds last season, 
made his first-team debut at the 
start of the 2014-15 campaign. 

Prior to that, in May 2014, he had 
been part of the England under-17 
squad that won the UEFA Europe¬ 
an Under-17 Championship. 

Despite his tender age, he made 37 
Championship appearances in his 
debut 2014/15 season and won Eng¬ 
land under-19 recognition. 

He also won the Football League 
Championship Apprentice of the 
Year award, and was runner-up 
in the Leeds fans’ Player of the 
Season competition. 

Not bad for a first season. 

Cook is not a goalscorer, he only 
netted one league goal for Leeds 
in 70 appearances, a stunning 35- 
yard effort against Fulham last 
February. 

He ended his second season at El- 
land Road with the Young Player of 
the Year prize, and the Goal of the 
Season for his stunning strike. 

Lys Mousset 

Cherries splashed out £5.4 million 
to sign the 20-year-old Frenchman. 

Bristol City had made efforts to 
sign the French Under-20 interna¬ 
tional before Eddie Howe moved on 
recommendations of France-based 
scouts. 

Mousset, who had previously 
been linked with Saints and Italian 
club Torino, scored 14 goals in 29 
appearances in Ligue 2 last season 
and can play centrally or out wide. 

Nathan Ake 

After selling Tommy Elphick to 
Aston Villa for £3 million, Howe 
needed fresh left-back options. 

Chelsea full-back Nathan Ake was 
drafted in on a season-long loan 
from Chelsea. 

The 21-year-old is no stranger to 
the Premier League - he spent last 


season on loan at Watford, playing 
28 times as the club finished 13th 
in the Premier League and reached 
the FA Cup semi-final. 

The Netherlands Under-21 de¬ 
fender impressed to such a degree 
he was the Hornets’ young player 
of the year. 

Ake signed a new five-year con¬ 
tract at Chelsea in the summer of 


2015 and has made 12 first-team 
appearances for the Blues. 

Five of those have come in the 
league - the last of which was in a 
3-0 loss at West Brom in May 2015 
after the Blues had already won the 
title. 

He had made his Chelsea debut as 
a 17-year-old in the Premier League 
in December 2012. 


Brad Smith 

Despite bringing in Ake on loan, 
Howe then signed a second left- 
back. 

He subsequently brought in Aus¬ 
tralian international Brad Smith, 
20, from Liverpool. 

Though the fee was initially moot¬ 
ed at around the £6 million mark, 
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summer signings 


Peaty the 
latest in a 
good line... 



Jordan Ibe on the ball during Cherries’ pre season win over Cardiff at Dean Court 



Nathan Ake is fouled during one of his outings for Chelsea in 2014/15 


it is believed Cherries ended up 
paying about half that. 

Smith only started three league 
games for Liverpool - he made five 
Premier League appearances in 
total - with his first outing coming 
as a second half sub at Stamford 
Bridge in December 2013. 

That was his only senior appear¬ 
ance of that season, while all 10 of 


his club outings in 2014/15 were 
during a loan spell at Swindon 
Town in League 1. 

He made 10 Liverpool appearanc¬ 
es following Jurgen Klopp’s arrival 
last season - the first coming in the 
Reds’ 6-1 annihilation of Saints at 
St Mary’s in the League Cup. 

Smith appeared in four 
league games, the first a 2-1 win 


at Bournemouth in April. 

In his second, at Swansea in early 
May, he was sent off and then re¬ 
turned from suspension to play 
in the final day draw against West 
Brom. 

Smith’s last competitive outing 
was for his country, Australia, in a 
2-1 friendly loss against England at 
Wembley in May. 


Emerson Hyndman 

The American was only 18 when 
he made his Championship debut 
for Fulham on the opening day of 
the 2014/15 season. 

He went on to make 11 league and 
cup appearances that season before 
another 17 outings in 2015/16. 

Hyndman arrived at Dean Court 
with a glowing reference from the 
man who developed Gareth Bale, 
Adam Lallana and Theo Walcott. 

Fulham’s head of recruitment 
Malcolm Elias, who formerly held 
similar roles at Saints and Liver¬ 
pool, had been set to take Hyndman 
to Anfield during his formative 
years. 

Elias said the USA internation¬ 
al’s switch to Dorset was “bitterly 
disappointing” but acknowledged 
the 20-year-old had been “destined 
for the Premier League”. 

He predicted Hyndman would 
“thrive” thanks to Howe’s knack 
for developing talent. 

Jordan Ibe 

Cherries shattered their trans¬ 
fer record to land winger Ibe from 
Liverpool. 

The arrival of £34 million Sadio 
Mane from Saints had pushed Ibe 
down the Reds pecking order, and 
Jurgen Klopp recouped a good slice 
of the money spent on Mane when 
he let Ibe go. 

Though the fee was initially 
thought to be £15 million, it is be¬ 
lieved Cherries splashed out £13 
million. 

Either way, the youngster - he 
is not 21 until December - is the 
most expensive player in the club’s 
history 

As a result, he comes with a lot 
of expectations - as well as the ex¬ 
perience collected from 41 Premier 
League games during his spell at 
Anfield (20 of which were starts). 

Ibe was only 15 years and 244 days 
old when he made his pro debut for 
Wycombe in a League Cup tie five 
years ago this month. 

After just 11 appearances for the 
Chairboys, he signed for Liverpool 
as a 16-year-old in December 2001. 

Ibe made his Premier League de¬ 
but in the final game of the 2012/13 
season at QPR. 

He had to wait until February 

2014 for his second Premier League 
appearance, and the same month 
he was on loan to Birmingham City 
for the rest of the season. 

At the start of 2014/15, he 
joined Derby on a season long 
loan but was recalled in January 

2015 after scoring five goals in 24 
appearances for the Rams. 

In November 2015, Ibe scored 
his first Liverpool goal in a 1-0 
away win over Rubin Kazan in the 
Europa League. 

His second came at St Mary’s the 
following month. Coming on as a 
sub for Daniel Sturridge, he netted 
in Liverpool’s 6-1 League Cup romp 
against Saints. 

Ibe scored his first Premier 
League goal on the final day of the 
season in a 1-1 draw at West Brom¬ 
wich Albion. 


BRITAIN has a tradition of producing 
fine breaststroke swimmers, with Adam 
Peaty this week joining a select bunch 
of Olympic champions with victory over 
100 metres at the Rio Games. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the six 
others. 

Frederick Holman 

Gold, 200m breaststroke, London 
1908 

The Dawlish, Devon, swimmer was 
triumphant in London. Breaststroke 
was the dominant stroke due to disease 
risk, but he died of typhoid, five years 
later, aged 29. 

Lucy Morton 

Gold, 200m breaststroke, Paris 1924 

The Blackpool-raised swimmer 
became the first British female to win 
an individual event at an Olympics in 
Paris in a surprise success. 

Anita Lonsborough 

Gold, 200m breaststroke, Rome 1960 

The Yorkshire woman won in Italy, 
where she met husband, cyclist Hugh 
Porter. She reported on her successor 
as a female British Olympic champion, 
Rebecca Adlington, in 2008 in Beijing. 



Great Britain’s Adam Peaty with his 
gold medal in Rio/ 

David Wilkie 

Gold, 200m breaststroke, Montreal 
1976 

The mustachioed swimmer was born 
in Sri Lanka and grew up in Edinburgh, 
swimming at the four-lane, 25-yard 
Warrender Baths pool. But he ended a 
16-year wait for a British Olympic gold. 

Duncan Goodhew 

Gold, 100m breaststroke, Moscow 
1980 

Distinguishable due to alopecia, the 
former Millfield School pupil surged to 
gold at the Moscow Games at the 
height of the Cold War boycotts. 

It was the only major gold medal he 
ever won, but he twice won silver in the 
1978 Edmonton Commonwealths - in 
the 100 m breaststroke and 200 m 
breaststroke 

Adrian Moorhouse 

Gold, 100m breaststroke, Seoul 1988 

The City of Leeds swimmer surged 
down the second length to claim gold in 
South Korea, extending the British 
breaststroke dynasty. He also won 
European Championship 100m 
breaststroke gold in 1985,1987 and 
1989. 
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SAINTS FIXTURES 2016/17 



August 

Sat 13 Watford 

(h) 

Fri 19 Man Utd 

(a) 

Sat 27 Sunderland 

(h) 

September 

Sat 10 Arsenal 

(a) 

Sun 18 Swansea (2.15pm) 

(h) 

Sun 25 West Ham (4pm) 

(a) 

October 

Sun 2 Leicester (2.15pm) 

(a) 

Sun 16 Burnley (4pm) 

(h) 

Sun 23 Man City (1.30pm) 

(a) 

Sun 30 Chelsea (4pm) 

(h) 

November 

Sat 6 Hull 

(a) 

Sat 19 Liverpool 

(h) 

Sat 27 Everton (4.30pm) 

(h) 

December 

Sat 3 Crystal Palace 

(a) 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough 

(h) 

Wed 14 Stoke 

(a) 

Sat 17 Bournemouth 

(a) 

Mon 26 Tottenham 

(h) 

Sat 31 West Brom 

(h) 

January 

Mon 2 Everton 

(a) 

Sat 14 Burnley 

(a) 

Sat 21 Leicester 

(h) 

Tues 31 Swansea 

(a) 

February 

Sat 4 West Ham 

(h) 

Sat 11 Sunderland 

(a) 

Sat 25 Arsenal 

(h) 

March 

Sat 4 Watford 

(a) 

Sat 11 Man Utd 

(h) 

Sat 18 Tottenham 

(a) 

April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth 

(h) 

Wed 5 Crystal Palace 

(h) 

Sat 8 West Brom 

(a) 

Sat 15 Man City 

(h) 

Sat 22 Chelsea 

(a) 

Sat 29 Hull 

(h) 

May 

Sat 6 Liverpool 

(a) 

Sat 13 Middlesbrough 

(a) 

Sun 21 Stoke 

(h) 


10 11 


12 


13 14 



CHERRIES FIXTURES 2016/17 


AUGUST 


19 Stoke City 

(A) 

11 Manchester City 

(H) 



26 Arsenal 

(A) 

25 West Bromwich 

(A) 

13 Man United 

(H) 





20 West Ham United 

(A) 

DECEMBER 


MARCH 


27 Crystal Palace 

(A) 

3 Liverpool 

(H) 

4 Manchester United 

(A) 

SEPTEMBER 


10 Burnley 

(A) 

11 West Ham United 

(H) 



13 Leicester City 

(H) 

18 Swansea City 

(H) 

10 West Bromwich 

(H) 

17 Southampton 

(H) 



17 Manchester City 

(A) 

26 Chelsea 

(A) 

APRIL 


24 Everton 

(H) 

31 Swansea City 

(A) 

1 Southampton 

(A) 

OCTOBER 


JANUARY 


5 Liverpool 

(A) 





8 Chelsea 

(H) 

1 Watford 

(A) 

2 Arsenal 

(H) 

15 Tottenham 

(A) 

15 Hull City 

(H) 

14 Hull City 

(A) 

22 Middlesbrough 

(H) 

22 Tottenham 

(H) 

21 Watford 

(H) 

29 Sunderland 

(A) 

29 Middlesbrough 

(A) 

31 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

MAY 


NOVEMBER 


FEBRUARY 


6 Stoke City 

(H) 





13 Burnley 

(H) 

5 Sunderland 

(H) 

4 Everton 

(A) 

21 Leicester City 

(A) 


PORTSMOUTH FIXTURES 2016/17 






11 Accrington Stanley 

(H) 

6 Carlisle (H) 

DM 

12 Mansfield 

(H) 

14 Blackpool 

(H) 

9 Coventry (League Cup, A) 

L2-3 

19 Cheltenham 

(A) 

18 Barnet 

(A) 

13 Crewe 

(A) 

22 Luton 

(A) 

25 Carlisle 

(A) 

16 Morecambe 

(A) 

26 Stevenage 

(A) 

28 Morecambe 

(H) 

20 Colchester 

(H) 





27 Exeter 

(A) 

DECEMBER 


MARCH 






4 Crewe 

(H) 

SEPTEMBER 


10 Grimsby 

(A) 

11 Colchester 

(A) 



17 Hartlepool 

(H) 

14 Grimsby 

(H) 

3 Crawley Town 

(H) 

26 Newport County 

(A) 

18 Stevenage 

(A) 

10 Wycombe 

(H) 

31 Yeovil 

(A) 

25 Newport County 

(H) 

17 Accrington 

(A) 





24 Barnet 

(H) 

JANUARY 


APRIL 


27 Blackpool 

(A) 

2 Luton 

(H) 

1 Hartlepool 

(A) 

OCTOBER 


7 Doncaster 

(A) 

8 Yeovil 

(H) 

1 Doncaster 

(H) 

14 Leyton Orient 

(H) 

14 Plymouth 

(H) 

8 Leyton Orient 

(A) 

21 Crawley Town 

(A) 

17 Notts County 

(A) 

15 Plymouth 

(A) 

28 Exeter 

(h) 

22 Cambridge Utd 

(H) 

22 Notts County 

(H) 



29 Mansfield 

(A) 

29 Cambridge Utd 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 


MAY 


NOVEMBER 


4 Wycombe 

(A) 

6 Cheltenham 

(H) 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 


August 

6 Guiseley (H) W2-1 

9 Braintree (A) D1-1 

13 Tranmere (A) 

16 Dover (H) 

20 Wrexham (A) 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

29 Bromley (A) 

September 

3 North Ferriby (H) 

10 Southport (H) 

13 Forest Green (A) 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

24 Sutton (H) 

October 

1 Woking (A) 

4 Maidstone (H) 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

22 Lincoln (A) 

25 Torquay (H) 

29 Barrow (A) 

November 

12 York (H) 

19 Gateshead (A) 

22 Aldershot (A) 

26 Chester (H) 

29 Maidstone (A) 

December 

3 Forest Green (H) 

17 Southport (A) 

26 Boreham Wood (H) 

January 

I Boreham Wood (A) 

7 Macclesfield (H) 

21 Sutton (A) 

28 Woking (H) 

February 

4 Braintree (H) 

11 Guiseley (A) 

18 Tranmere (H) 

25 Dover (A) 

28 Aldershot (H) 

March 

4 York (A) 

II Barrow (H) 

18 Chester (A) 

21 Torquay (A) 

25 Gateshead (H) 

April 

1 Dagenham & Red (A) 

8 Lincoln (H) 

14 North Ferriby (A) 

17 Bromley (H) 

22 Solihull Moors (A) 

29 Wrexham (H) 


GOSPORT BOROUGH 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 

6 Maidenhead United (a) L 0-3 

9 Truro City (h) W3-1 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

16 Dartford (A) 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

29 Oxford City (A) 

September 

3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

10 Hungerford Town (A) 

13 Bath City (A) 

24 Margate (H) 

October 

8 St. Albans City (A) 

15 Chelmsford City (H) 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

29 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) 

November 

5 Welling United (H) 

12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

December 

3 Whitehawk (A) 

17 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

26 Poole Town (H) 

January 

I Poole Town (A) 

7 Hungerford Town (A) 

14 East Thurrock United (H) 

21 Hampton & RB (A) 

28 Maidenhead United (H) 

February 

4 Truro City (A) 

11 Dartford (H) 

18 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town (H) 

March 

4 Wealdstone (A) 

II Margate (A) 

18 St. Albans City (H) 

21 Bath City (H) 

25 Chelmsford City (A) 

April 

1 Weston-super-Mare (H) 

8 Welling United (A) 

14 Bishop's Stortford (A) 

17 Oxford City (H) 

22 Concord Rangers (A) 

29 Whitehawk (H) 


POOLE TOWN 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) L0-4 

9 Maidenhead United (H) W1-0 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

16 Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

20 Margate (H) 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) 

29 Bath City (H) 

September 

03 Wealdstone (A) 

6 St Albans City (A) 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

13 Truro City (A) 

24 Welling United (H) 

Ocotber 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

15 Oxford City (H) 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

November 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

December 

3 Dartford (A) 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

January 

I Gosport Borough (H) 

7 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

14 Margate (A) 

21 St Albans City (H) 

28 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

February 

4 Maidenhead United (A) 

11 Weston-Super-Mare (H) 

18 Bishop's Stortford (A) 

25 East Thurrock United (A) 

March 

4 Hungerford Town (H) 

II Welling United (A) 

18 Hampton & Richmond (H) 

21 Truro City (H) 

25 Oxford City (A) 

April 

1 Concord Rangers (H) 

8 Chelmsford City (A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town (H) 

17 Bath City (A) 

22 Whitehawk (A) 

29 Dartford (H) 


AFC TOTTON 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Hereford (H) LI-2 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) L 0-1 

13 North Leigh (A) 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

29 Salisbury (H) 

September 

10 Evesham United (A) 

17 Taunton Town (H) 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

October 2016 

1 Yate Town (H) 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

22 Slimbridge (H) 

25 Didcot Town (A) 

November 

5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

19 North Leigh (H) 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

26 Hereford (A) 

29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

December 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

10 Bideford (A) 

17 Paulton Rovers (H) 

26 Salisbury (A) 

January 

2 Winchester City (H) 

7 Taunton Town (A) 

14 Barnstaple Town (H 

21 Paulton Rovers (A) 

28 Shortwood United (H) 

February 

4 Wimborne Town (A) 

11 Tiverton Town (H) 

18 Yate Town (A) 

25 Didcot Town (H) 

March 

4 Slimbridge (A) 

11 Bridgwater Town (A) 

18 Mangotsfield United (H) 

25 Wantage Town (A) 

April 

1 Bideford (H) 

8 Barnstaple Town (A) 

15 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

17 Winchester City (A) 

22 Evesham (H) 


SALISBURY 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Evesham Utd (H) W1-0 

10 Winchester City (A) L2-4 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

29 AFC Totton (A) 

September 

10 Bideford (H) 

17 North Leigh (A) 

24 Yate Town (A) 

27 Didcot Town (H) 

October 

1 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

25 Paulton Rovers (A) 

November 

5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

22 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

29 Winchester City (H) 

December 

3 Hereford (A) 

10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

17 Bridgwater Town (A) 

26 AFC Totton (H) 

January 

2 Wimborne Town (A) 

7 North Leigh (H) 

14 Wantage Town (A) 

21 Bridgwater Town (H) 

28 Yate Town (H) 

February 

4 Didcot Town (A) 

11 Slimbridge (H) 

18 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

25 Paulton Rovers (H) 

March 

4 Barnstaple Town (A) 

11 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

18 Tiverton Town (A) 

25 Hereford (H) 

April 

1 Shortwood Utd (A) 

8 Wantage Town (H) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd (A) 

17 Wimborne Town (H) 

22 Bideford (A) 


WINCHESTER 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division 1 South & West 


August 

6 Slimbridge (A) L 3-5 

10 Salisbury (H) W4-2 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

September 

10 Hereford (H) 

17 Shortwood Utd (A) 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

October 

1 Evesham Utd (A) 

15 North Leigh (H) 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

November 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

12 Yate Town (H) 

19 Mangotsfield United (A) 

23 Didcot Town (H) 

26 Slimbridge (H) 

29 Salisbury (A) 

December 

3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

17 Bideford (A) 

26 Wimborne Town (H) 

January 

2 AFC Totton (A) 

7 Shortwood Utd (H) 

14 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

21 Bideford (H) 

28 Bridgwater Town (A) 

February 

4 Wantage Town (H) 

11 North Leigh (A) 

18 Evesham Utd (H) 

25 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

March 

4 Taunton Town (H) 

11 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

18 Yate Town (A) 

25 Barnstaple Town (H) 

April 

1 Paulton Rovers (A) 

8 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

17 AFC Totton (H) 

22 Hereford (A) 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 49,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of €15 each week 

I 1 AAA iHjdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || || I miCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

|U I | I It || I IH ™ 10 for Dorset Echo 

II L I rVVV DriZe... 1 10 for Sunday Independent 

# • 10 for Brighton Argus 



PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 


Winners 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
A Waller, Southampton, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


M Bennett 

Eastleigh, Hants 

E Houston 

Southampton, Hants 

B Birkett 

Southampton, Hants 

A McDonald 

Southampton, Hants 

J Blakely 

Southampton, Hants 

M Matthews 

Wokingham, Berks 

J Carvell 

Eastleigh, Hants 

J O'Donnell 

Fordingbridge, Hants 

1 Chandler 

Southampton, Hants 

T O'Donnell 

Fordingbridge, Hants 

J Clark 

Eastleigh, Hants 

J Spencer 

Southampton, Hants 

D Forder 

Southampton, Hants 

C Walsh 

Southampton, Hants 

S Griffths 

Southampton, Hants 

P Ward 

Eastleigh, Hants 

S Harfield 

Southampton, Hants 

MWeighill 

Andover, Hants 

M Harrison 

Southampton, Hants 

R Williams 

Southampton, Hants 

Rules 



Competition number S31 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctosng lino Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 

Bournemouth Echo 
dosmg time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mr s □ miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


13 August, 2016 Please cross box 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 



SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


S32 


L 


On what day(9) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 


□ 

GO 

CROSSES 

El 


125 

£2 

□ 

CROSSES 



□ 

200 

CROSSES 


□ 

325 

CROSSES 

QJ 

□ 

450 

CROSSES 




Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES □ NO 


Daily Echo _I 
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Saunders stamps his 
mark in 4-2 victory 


New signings 
come good 
as City win 



Jamie Brown, above, and Lewis Noice, below. 


WINCHESTER City’s 
latest signings had a 
major part to play in 
Wednesday’s impres¬ 
sive 4-2 defeat of 
Southern One South 
& West newcomers 
Salisbury. 

With Paul Masters step¬ 
ping down just over a week 
before the start of the new 
season, new boss Ian Saun¬ 
ders did not have long to 
stamp his mark on the side 
on arriving from Peters- 
field Town. 

But Joe Briggs, Howard 
Neighbour and Jamie Ford, 
who followed him from 
Love Lane, were all influ¬ 
ential against Salisbury 
So too was City’s latest 
recruit, gritty midfielder 
Jamie Brown, and goal¬ 
keeper Lewis Noice, an ear¬ 
lier signing from Eastleigh. 

Both Briggs - his second 
in two games - and Neigh¬ 
bour scored on Wednes¬ 
day along with midfielder 
Jamie Barron and another 
recent arrival Ross Bottom- 
ley 

It may have been a differ¬ 
ent story had Salisbury’s 
Tommy Wright made it 
2-0 to the Whites, having 
opened the scoring after 
seven minutes, but Noice 
denied him with an in¬ 
spired save, pushing the 
ball onto the bar and over. 

Reflecting on his first 
week with the club, Saun¬ 
ders said: “It’s all been a 
bit of a whirlwind, but I’m 
very pleased it’s happened. 

“The circumstances of me 
leaving Petersfield to come 
to Winchester could have 
been better for both clubs, 
but I’ve been enthused by 
it - particularly Wednesday 
night - and long may it con¬ 
tinue. 

“Most clubs would have 
taken the three lads I 
brought with me from Pe¬ 
tersfield. They were much 
courted in the Southern 
One Central last season. 

“Joe Briggs has scored 
two in two, Howard 
Neighbour also scored on 
Wednesday and Jamie Ford 
at centre-half looks like 
he’s played for Winchester 


for a couple of years. 

“Jamie Barron and Jamie 
Brown were excellent in 
midfield. It’s not what 
Jamie Brown does on the 
ball, but what he does off it. 

“He organises, wins head¬ 
ers and tackles. He’s been 
doing it at a higher level for 
15 years. 

“Ross Bottomley’s anoth¬ 
er one. What a centre-half 
he’s been! 

“We’ve got competition all 
over the park and I’m privi¬ 
leged to be manager of this 
team.” 

Of Noice’s potentially 
match-changing save, 
Saunders concluded: “May¬ 


be if we’d gone 2-0 down, it 
might have been a bit too 
steep to come back from, 
but the goalkeeper did real¬ 
ly well to push a long-range 
shot onto the bar.” 

Along with their more 
high-profile signings, Win¬ 
chester have drafted in four 
promising teenagers. Joe 
Hayward and Jack Hannam 
have moved across from 
Eastleigh and Saunders 
has used his good relation¬ 
ship with Havant & Water- 
looville boss Lee Bradbury 
to dual-sign Marley Ridge 
and midfielder Alfie Whit- 
tingham, son of former 
Pompey striker Guy. 




Reda Johnson, right, in action for Sheffield Wednesday. 

Todd signs ex-Coventry 
defender on free transfer 


EASTLEIGH underlined their 
hunger for promotion when 
another quality signing strode into 
the Silverlake arrivals lounge this 
week. 

The Spitfires have welcomed in 
Reda Johnson, an imposing 6ft 3in 
former Football League defender 
who can play at left-back or as a 
left-sided centre half, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

The powerfully-built 28-year-old, 
who was born in France, was one of 
ten players released by Coventry 
City in May, along with ex-Saints 
and Eastleigh defender Aaron 
Martin. 

Manager Tony Mowbray decided 
it was the end of the road for the 
former Plymouth Argyle and 
Sheffield Wednesday man after he 
had been ruled out by a season- 
long hamstring injury. 

Begged 

Sky Blues fans begged their 
manager to give him a second 
chance, but Mowbray decided 
there was no going back after 
Johnson’s contract had expired. He 
did, however, allow him to stay 
around the club to finish his 
rehabilitation with the Coventry 
medical staff. 

Johnson has signed a contract 
with Eastleigh for the rest of this 
season with an option for a further 
year. 

“He played at League level for a 
long time and his pedigree is 
second to none. We’re lucky to get 
him,” said manager Chris Todd. 

“He had a really bad injury at the 
beginning of last season and has 
been out quite a long time, but I’ve 
had that sort of injury myself and I 
know what it takes to get over it. 


“Reda’s another big, strong boy 
and he brings a lot of calibre to the 
squad. The quality is there. 

“We’re going to get him up and 
running and he’ll add real stiff 
competition. He’ll be a definite 
bonus for the squad. 

“It’s not a foregone conclusion 
where he will play, but he will 
definitely add something. He’s left¬ 
footed and a real strong lad.” 

Born in Marseille to an Algerian 
mother and Beninese American 
father, Johnson began as a 
professional footballer in 2005 with 
Gueugnon and Amiens before 
launching a career in England with 
Plymouth Argyle. 

He has signed an Eastleigh 
contract for the rest of this season 
with an option for another year. 

Johnson becomes the 12th 
signing of the summer for Chris 
Todd’s ambitious National League 
side. 

Addressing calls by Coventry fans 
to keep Johnson at the club earlier 
this month, Mowbray said: “His 
contract has expired and he’s 
asked to stay for another two 
weeks to get himself fit. 

“He’s right at the end of his 
rehabilitation and wants to finish it 
off properly with the medical 
department that’s taken him over 
the last six or seven months. 

“I have granted that and he’s 
looking fit, to be fair, and I have 
always said a fit Reda Johnson is 
good enough to play in a team to 
get out of this league (League 
One). 

“But I have said enough words 
about Reda and the story is 
finished as far as I am concerned. I 
wish him well and let’s see where 
he ends up.” 



Reda Johnson at The Silverlake Stadium. 



























32 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, August 13,2016 


K 



HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 


E2I0 

Dawson targets another 
Great Escape for Hants 


LIAM Dawson has targeted at 
least two wins from the last 
five matches if Hampshire 
are to repeat last season’s 
Great Escape. 

Dawson, fresh from his first Spec- 
savers County Championship centu¬ 
ry of the season, knows how impor¬ 
tant a win at Trent Bridge is to their 
survival chances. 

It was where they completed last 
season’s Great Escape and victory 
over the next few days would take 
them above Notts at the foot of the 
first division. 

“We probably need to win two or 
three matches between now and the 
end of the season - but we’ve got 
nothing to lose,” wrote Dawson in his 
Wiltshire Gazette column. 

“There are still a couple of teams 
that can be dragged into those bottom 
two. If it takes until the last hour of 
the last day, we’re prepared to take it 
that deep. 

“We were given Monday and Tues¬ 
day off this week and that was ideal 
just to make sure that we’re relaxed 
physically and mentally for what’s 
going to be a massive game. 

“This is an exciting time of the year 
and you’ve just got to be up for it.” 

At the same stage of last season 
Hampshire were bottom of division 
one on 86 points, 18 points adrift of 
nearest rivals Sussex and 21 shy of 
third-from-bottom Worcestershire, 
who occupied the nearest safety posi¬ 
tion. 

They went into the Trent Bridge 
clash, which started today, on 95 
points - four off their nearest rivals 
and another 23 behind third-from- 
bottom Surrey 

What gives them hope is that they 
have already beaten Notts this season 
and have a game in hand on Surrey 
- who they play at The Oval in their 
penultimate match. 

It was at this stage of last sea¬ 
son that Hampshire registered the 
first of back-to-back 21-point wins, 
against Warwickshire and then Dur¬ 
ham, before beating Notts on the dra¬ 
matic final day of last season. 

They took 77 points from their last 
five matches to finish on 163 - two 
clear of Sussex, who were relegated 
with Worcestershire. 

They will need a similar return 
from a five-match run-in that in¬ 
cludes three of last season’s last five 
in Notts, Somerset and Durham. 

But there are very different circum¬ 
stances this time. 

Hampshire are without James 
Vince and Michael Carberry as well 
as Fidel Edwards, whose 46 wickets 
in his debut season included 32 at 17. 
3 in the last five matches, while Ma¬ 
son Crane is not the unknown quan¬ 
tity he was last time around. 

Nevertheless, they remain confi¬ 
dent of completing the double against 
the only side they have beaten over 
four days in the Championship this 



Hampshire’s Liam Dawson believes at least two wins are needed for another Great Escape 


season (by 69 runs at The Ageas Bowl 
in May). 

“It’s a double-pointer but the spirit 
is very good and our form against 
Notts is solid - but we have a battle 
ahead,” said director of cricket Giles 
White. 

Nottinghamshire director of crick¬ 
et Mick Newell said: “I think it’s a 
game where if anyone loses they are 
in serious trouble, there’s no doubt 
about that. 

“A draw wouldn’t be a disaster, I 
think both teams need to start win¬ 
ning games and we want to win this 


one to get us closer to the teams 
above us.” 

“I think it’s fairly important that 
there is some sideways movement in 
the pitch. I think against Somerset 
(the last home championship match), 
when we got into days two and three 
there wasn’t a lot of sideways move¬ 
ment, so that is obviously something 
that we are aware of, along with Steve 
Birks, our head groundsman. 

“We don’t want to produce a dry, 
flat pitch that just gets flatter over 
four days. I don’t think that’s going 
to benefit us, so we need some move¬ 


ment and some carry in the wicket 
and that’s what we’ll be hoping Steve 
will provide.” 

Newell expects Hampshire to feed 
off the memories of their eight- 
wicket win on the last day of last 
season. “They were in a similar po¬ 
sition last year and turned it around 
by winning games at the back end. 

“This is a very tough division but 
by no means are we the only two in 
trouble. 

“Whoever wins this game will be 
so much closer to the teams in sixth 
and seventh in the table.” 


Willey 
can’t wait 
forODI 


ENGLAND all-rounder David 
Willey cannot wait to take on 
Pakistan at the Ageas Bowl. 

The ODI series begins at 
the Ageas Bowl on 
Wednesday, August 24 (2pm 
start). 

Willey, who played in 
England’s T20 victory against 
Sri Lanka at West End last 
month, said: “There’s always 
a great atmosphere at the 
Ageas Bowl and it’s a 
fantastic cricket venue. 

“It was a real experience 
being part of the T20 game 
here. 

“There’s some great 
wickets and it looks superb 
when the sun’s out - fingers 
crossed we’ll have some 
good weather. 

“It’s set up to be a really 
interesting series against 
Pakistan. 

“I think they’ll pose more of 
a challenge than Sri Lanka 
and we’ll relish the 
competition. 

“Mohammad Amir is a big 
threat and they have a wealth 
of quality bowlers.” 

Since making his ODI debut 
in May 2015, Willey has taken 
29 wickets in 18 matches, and 
took 4-34 in England’s last 
50-over match. 

“We have some great 
bowlers, but I actually think 
our main strength is our 
batting,” Willey said. 

“People don’t know what a 
good score is against us. 

“It’s a fairly young group of 
guys and we’re encouraged 
to attack and play our own 
style of cricket - you’ll see 
that in the ODI series. 

“I think in our practise - 
whether football or in the nets 
- there’s a very competitive 
spirit in the camp and then we 
all unite on the field. 

“It’s healthy and it helps you 
develop your cricket.” 

The available tickets are 
priced from £60 for adults 
and £25 for Under 17s and 
can be secured online at 
ageasbowl.com or on 0844 
847 1863. 

Family-friendly activities will 
be available for free. 



David Willey (PA) 
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Brindle puts family 
before her country 



Southern Vipers star Arran Brindle (Picture by Dave Yokes) 


SOUTHERN Vipers star Arran 
Brindle has ruled out a return 
to the England set-up - de¬ 
spite an impressive Kia Super 
League campaign. 

Batsman Brindle, 34, carved out a 
15-year international career, scoring 
2,852 runs in 134 appearances, before 
quitting in 2014, writes Alex Smith. 

Brindle spends her time teaching 
at Greenwich House School, in Lin¬ 
colnshire, and gets her cricket kicks 
with Louth CC. 

And the mum-of one loves her job 
and family too much to commit to a 
full-time central contract. 

“In terms of family life it isn’t easy 

“Professional cricket is fantastic for 
the girls at their stage of their careers 
but it was the work life balance I en¬ 
joyed. 

“I liked going back to teaching and 
I liked building my training around 
that. 

“What they do now is far more struc¬ 
tured and formal at times with each 
other than when I played. 

“That is fantastic but it doesn’t fit 
my lifestyle.” 

Brindle’s two performances in the 
Kia Super League, unbeaten scores 
of 29 and 45, have had England head 
coach Mark Robinson purring. 

Her efforts have been even more re¬ 
markable having missed the opener, 
and several training sessions, due to a 
family issue. 

But her husband James and eight- 
year-old son Harry have helped her 
prepare in the garden. 

“Training is tricky but luckily Har¬ 
ry and my husband James have been 
throwing balls at me for the last cou¬ 
ple of weeks,” she said. 

“I’m not doing too badly at the mo¬ 
ment so I will keep on getting them to 
do it. 

“Harry will usually tell me if I 
haven’t played very well. 

“To contribute is a major thing and 
makes it worthwhile.” 

The Vipers, based at Hampshire’s 
Ageas Bowl, have been the stand-out 
outfit during the inaugural season of 
the Twenty20 tournament. 

Three wins from three, two with 
bonus points, have ensured they will 
appear at Finals Day at Chelmsford a 
week on Sunday. 

But Brindle says the Vipers are not 
looking at silverware yet, with two 
more games to go - with a trip to West¬ 
ern Storm and the visit of Loughbor¬ 
ough Lightning to come. 

“We are only taking it one game at a 
time,” Brindle said. 

“We have seen it with the men’s a lot 
that if you get on a role you are a very 
hard team to stop. 

“That is how we will play the next 
two games. 

“We want to continue the momen¬ 
tum and play good cricket. 

“Any team in the amount of quality, 
with the overseas and the England 
players in each the setup, can win on 


their day 

“It is about what performance you 
put out as a team, and at the moment 
we are playing well as a team - we just 
have to keep that going.” 

• The Southern Vipers suffered 
their first Kia Super League defeat, at 
Taunton on Friday night 

Stafanie Taylor and Heather Knight 
moved Western Storm a significant 
step closer to Finals’ Day 

Chasing 138 to win, the pair added 65 
for the second wicket as Storm won by 
eight wickets with 13 balls to spare. 

West Indian Taylor was player of 


the match with an unbeaten 78 off 51 
balls. 

Batting first, the Vipers, who came 
into the game on the back of three suc¬ 
cessive victories, made a decent start 
courtesy of former England captain 
Charlotte Edwards (30) and New Zea¬ 
land skipper Suzie Bates (57). 

The visitors finished on 137-3 but 
Taylor, who was dropped by Arran 
Brindle at cover on 41, received good 
support from Heather Knight (31) and 
Fran Wilson (24no). 

The Vipers play their final group 
game against Loughborough Light¬ 
ning at The Ageas Bowl tomorrow. 


HAMPSHIRE FIXTURES 


APRIL 


4-6 Cardiff MCCU (h) 

Hampshire 369-8 dec (J 
Weatherley 83, T Alsop 82, L 
McManus 68) & 126-3, Cardiff UCCE 
258-9 (M Crane 3-70) & 79-1. Drawn. 
10-13 Warwickshire (h) SCC 
Hampshire 202 (R McLaren 85) & 
185-5 (L Dawson 50no), 
Warwickshire 369 (J Tomlinson 
3079, F Edwards 3-102). Drawn 
17-20 Yorkshire (a) SCC 
Yorkshire 593-9 dec & 183-8 (J 
Tomlinson 3-31), Hampshire 453 (S 
Ervine 123, J Vince 119, A Wheater 
62, R McLaren 55no). Drawn 

MAY 

1-4 Middlesex (h) SCC 
Hants 336 (M Carberry 107, L 
Dawson 89) & 290-5 dec (J Adams 
70, A Wheather 57no, R McLaren 
46no), Middlesex 361 (J Tomlinson 
4-74, R McLaren 4-74) & 55-2. Drawn. 
8-11 Lancashire (a) SCC 
Hants 109 & 253 (Kerrigan 5-59)), 
Lancs 456 (Procter 137, Best 5-50). 
Lost by an innings and 94 runs. 

22-25 Nottinghamshire (h) SCC 
Hampshire 270 (T Alsop 72) & 
223-9 dec (W Smith 61 no), Notts 189 
& 235 (T Best 4-47). Hampshire won 
by 67 runs. 

27 Middlesex (Uxbridge) T20 
Middlesex 195-6, Hampshire 126 
(L Dawson 46). Hampshire lost by 
69 runs. 

29 Middlesex (a, TBC) SCC 
Middlesex 467-3 dec, Hampshire 
131 & 220 (J Adams 78). Hampshire 
lost by an innings and 116 runs. 

JUNE 

2 Kent(h)T20 

Hampshire 158-8 (M Carberry 54), 
Kent 149 (S Afridi 3-33). Hampshire 
won by nine runs. 

3 Glamorgan (a) T20 
Hampshire 141 (A Wheater 39), 

Glamorgan 143-5. Hampshire lost by 
five wickets 
5 Essex (h) RLODC 
Hampshire 310-4 (A Wheater 90, T 
Alsop 83, L Dawson 70no), Essex 
314-7. Hampshire lost by three 
wickets. 

7 Middlesex (Radlett CC) RLODC 
Middlesex 295-8 (M Crane 4-80), 

Hampshire 204-5 (L Dawson 68no, S 
Ervine 45, A Wheater 41). Hampshire 
won by 5 wickets (DL). 

8 Kent (a) T20 (f) - Kent 193-3, 
Hampshire 185-9 (S Ervine 56). 
Hampshire lost by eight runs. 

9 Surrey (a) T20 - Surrey 188-5, 
Hampshire 108 (L McManus 41 G 
Andrew 31). Hampshire lost by 80 
runs. 

14 Gloucestershire (a) RLODC (f) - 
Gloucs 352-3, Hampshire 342-8 (G 
Andrew 70no, L Dawson 57, S Ervine 
53, T Alop 50), Hampshire lost by 10 
runs. 

15 Surrey (h) RLODC (f)- 
Hampshire 289-8 (T Alsop 16, S 
Ervine 50), Surrey 283-9 (G Berg 
4-64). Hampshire won by six runs. 

17 Sussex (h) T20 (f) - abandoned, 
rain. 

19 Somerset (a) T20- Hampshire 
133 (L Dawson 46), Somerset 136-4. 
Hampshire lost by 6 wickets. 


24 Essex (a) T20 (f) - Hampshire 
134-8 (M Carbery 34), Essex 136-5. 
Hampshire lost by 5 wickets. 

25 Gloucestershire (h) T20 - 
abandoned, rain. 

26-29 Somerset (h) SCC - 
Hampshire 219 (J Adams 61) & 173-4 
(T Alsop 53), Somerset 474-8 dec (R 
McLaren 5-104). Drawn. 

JULY 

3-6 Durham (a) SCC Hampshire 
472-9 (S Ervine 93, J Adams 86, W 
Smith 67, G Berg 56) & 174-4 (M 
Carberry 59, J Adams 49), Durham 
421 (R McLaren 3-78, G Andrew 
3-104). Drawn. 

8 Essex (h) T20 (f) Essex 153-6, 
Hampshire 150-7 (J Vince 62). Hants 
lost by 3 runs. 

10-13 Warwickshire (a) SCC 
Hampshire 531 (A Wheather 204no, 

L Dawson 116, S Ervine 75, T Alsop 
50), Warwickshire 398-6. Drawn 

14 Glamorgan (h) T20 (f) 
Hampshire 167-6 (L Dawson 76no), 
Glamorgan 142-7 (L Dawson 4-23). 
Hants won by 25 runs. 

15 Sussex (a) T20 (f) Hampshire 
134-9, Sussex 133-8 (G Griffiths 
3-33). Hants won by 1 run 

17-20 Surrey (h) SCC Surrey 637-7 
dec, Hampshire 423 (L McManus 
132no, A Wheater 59, S Ervine 53) & 
201 (R McLaren 59). Hants lost by 
an innings and 13 runs. 

22 Middlesex (h) T20 (f) Middlesex 
181-8 (B Wheal 3-46), Hampshire 
138 (S Ervine 36). Hants lost by 43 
runs. 

26 Kent (h) RLODC (f) Hampshire 
229 (A Wheater 63, R McLaren 43), 
Kent 231-5 (B Wheal 4-38). Hants 
lost by five wickets 

27 Sussex (a) RLODC (f) 
Hampshire 268 (J Adams 92, R 
McLaren 46no), Sussex 259-6 (R 
McLaren 3-42). Hants won by nine 
runs 

29 Somerset (h) T20 (f) Hampshire 
181-3 (T Alsop 85), Somerset 98 (L 
Dawson 5-17). Hants won by 98 runs. 

31 Glamorgan (a) RLODC 
Hampshire 316-5 (L Dawson lOOno, 
W Smith 84), Glamorgan 130 (G 
Berg 4-25, R McLaren 4-42). Hants 
won by 186 runs. 

AUGUST 


2 Somerset (h) RLODC Somersey 
250, Hampshire 245 (W Smith 59, J 
Adams 50). Hants lost by five runs. 

4-7 Lancashire (h) SCC Hampshire 
548-6dec (W Smith 210, J Adams 88, 
R McLaren 81no, T Alsop 50), 
Lancashire 387 & 102-3. Drawn. 

13-16 Nottinghamshire (a) SCC 
23-26 Somerset (a) SCC 
31-3 Yorkshire (h) SCC 

SEPTEMBER 

6-9 Surrey (a) SCC 
20-23 Durham (h) SCC 

Key 

SCC: Specsavers County 
Championship 
T20: Natwest T20 Blast 
RLODC: Royal London One-Day 
Cup 

(f): Floodlit 
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Bathroom 

Showroom 


Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Trade & 
Public 


Expert advice from helpful staff 



Furniture Pack (Tap extra) 

£ 225.00 


1 


Designer radiators 


i 


Quadrant Enclosure 
including tray & waste 

£ 150.00 



Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 679900 

\ z .rjr 

FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 

ta ■ 
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Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 



1 On EEI 

1 0 
Ism 

5 



at Portsmouth Guildhall 


Julia Fordham 

Live By Request 

27th Nov 2016 


After her sold out Porcelain 25 tour, internationally acclaimed singer 
songwriter Julia Fordham is back. Perfominga selection of fan favourites. Her 
"Live By Request" show will include songs requested in advance by YOU. 

£26 ticket, £36 with dinner incl booking fee 


TO BOOK CALL: 0844 847 2362* 
or visit 

www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk 

♦Kindly note that calls to the 084 numbers cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Daily Echo 


Reader Offers 

Executive coach travel from your local area 


(he 

nver 

apse 

line 



Christmas Cruise on the Cruise the Danube to Vienna & Budapest 

Rhine to Strasbourg 


8 days from £799,21 December 2016 

Price Includes 

e Return ferry from Dover to Calais 
e En suite cabin accommodation aboard the 
msSerenadel 

e Full board during your cruise including a special 
meal on Christmas day 
e Entertainmentduringyourcruise 
e Visits to Koblenz, Rudesheim & Speyer 
e See the Cologne & Dusseldorf Christmas markets 
e Visit Strasbourg, the 'capital of Christmas' 
e Cruise through the Rhine Gorge & past the 
legendary Lorelei 


Call 0330 134 4109 


10 days from £949,9 October 2016 

Discover the delights of the Danube on one of the most scenic journeys through the heart of 
Europe. From the pretty German city of Passau on the Austrian border to the Hungarian capital of 
Budapest, we cruise in comfort and style aboard the ms Serenity, passing through the beautiful 
scenery of the Wachau valley and dipping into the history and culture of amazing cities along the 
way. 

Price Includes 


• Return ferry from Dover to Calais 

• Two nights' bed & breakfast in Germany 

• Welcome drink, Captain's get-together 
& party night 

• En suite cabin accommodation aboard the 
ms Serenity 


• Full board duringyour cruise 

• Entertainment every night of your cruise 

• Visits to Passau, Melk, Vienna, Budapest, 
Bratislava & Durnstein 

*House wines, selected beers & soft drinks only, 
served with meals 


Cruise the Rhine to 
Switzerland 

10 days from £899,9 October 2016 
The Rhine has it all for the perfect river cruise. 

Price Includes 

• Return ferry crossingfrom Dover to Calais 

• En suite cabin accommodation aboard the 
mps Lady Anne 

• Full board duringyour cruise 

• Entertainment every night of your cruise 

e Visits to Koblenz, Rudesheim Speyer, Strasbourg, 
Breisach, Basel, Mannheim & Mainz 

• Excursion to Lucerne 



Visit www.rivercruiseline.co.uk 


Operated by The River Cruise Line. Prices are 
per person & based on two people sharing. 
Single supplement applies. Price Guarantee 
- terms & conditions apply - call for details. 


ABTA NO.W0552 
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Ventnor and Isle of Wight cricket legend John Hilsum died last weekend after a long illness. Mike Vimpany reflects on 
the invaluable contribution 'a remarkable man' made to cricket on the island and to the legacy he has left behind. 



LEAVES A VAST LEGACY 


LOCAL recreational cricket 
is preparing to say its fare¬ 
well to John Hilsum, whose 
contribution to cricket on 
the Isle of Wight (and be¬ 
yond) was colossal and the 
legacy he left behind enor¬ 
mous. 

The long innings of Ventnor’s for¬ 
mer chairman ended last weekend, 
aged 72, after a lengthy and brave 
battle against cancer. 

Several hundred of the regions 
cricketing fraternity are expected 
to attend a Celebration of his Life, 
many crossing from the mainland, 
where he was well known and 
equally respected. 

Tributes poured in from far and 
wide when news of John’s passing 
broke shortly before Ventnor set 
sail for their Premier League trip to 
Burridge on Saturday 

A hard-hitting top-order bats¬ 
man and seam all-rounder in his 
playing days, Mr Hilsum moved to 
the island from Leicestershire in 
1972 - he played on the mainland 
for Petersfield and Preshaw & Holt 
(Flamingo’s old ground) near Bish¬ 
ops Waltham for a short while - and 
soon became a force for opposition 
bowlers to reckon with at Steephill, 
where he scored runs galore. 

John joined Ventnor with the club 
at a low ebb and very much in the 
shadow of local rivals Shanklin. 

A shortage of players, a non-exist¬ 
ent youth set up and a lack of com¬ 
petitive cricket was hardly the most 
attractive of prospects for a man 
looking to further his club cricket 
ambitions. 

But John Hilsum was to be so 
much more than just an addition 
to the playing ranks of a struggling 
club. 

It was not long before he became 
club captain, playing a key role in 
moving island the club forward on 
the field, guiding Ventnor to their 
first trophy in many years, a Whit¬ 
bread Cup final success in 1979. 

John developed a real affinity for 
the club, valuing its history but rec¬ 
ognising the importance of progres¬ 
sion off the pitch as well as on it. 

In 1979, with the club struggling 
to produce grass pitches, he played 
the lead role in a successful bid for 
funding for a Nottinghamshire non¬ 
turf pitch in the Steephill bowl, a 
venture which was to play a signifi¬ 
cant part in the transformation of 
the club. 

Not only did the artificial pitch 
suit Hilsum, a fine back foot player, 
it paved the way for the club to in¬ 
troduce and nurture young playing 
talent, providing opportunities to 
learn the game on a true surface un¬ 
der his guidance. John’s influence 
also attracted new senior players to 
the club. 

John’s ability as a player (he 
scored many thousands of runs and 
took hundreds of wickets as a nag¬ 
ging, accurate seam bowler), coach 
and a tactically astute captain - he 
had a reputation for the giving the 
opposition absolutely nothing - was 
rightly acknowledged as the club 
went from strength to strength 
under his leadership, dominating 


league and cup cricket on the Island 
in the 1980’s and early 1990’s. 

His man management skills also 
brought the best from a number of 
diverse characters! 

In 1992, John was behind a suc¬ 
cessful proposal to join the Hamp¬ 
shire League, a move which repre¬ 
sented a major change of direction 
for the club and the start of a time 
of great progress on the field. 

With his playing career drawing to 
a close (he was part of the team in 
the first couple of years in the new 
adventure), he selflessly turned his 
efforts to developing the club fur¬ 
ther off the field. 

He became a visionary in an ambi¬ 
tious plan to build a three-lane Isle 
of Wight cricket school and acad¬ 
emy at Steephill. 

As club chairman and undeterred 
by a failed first application for lot¬ 
tery funding, John’s drive, vision 
and determination eventually won 
the day as his tremendous efforts 
were rewarded by a successful sec¬ 
ond bid. 

In 2003, John’s dream of a Cricket 
Academy was finally realised, a 
wonderful facility geared towards 
the development of young players 
on the Island. 

The Academy was opened by Lord 
McLaurin, with John the notable 
absentee as the tributes to him 
flowed. He was conveniently abroad 
on business, avoiding the limelight 
in his typically modest way. 

The project, which also incorpo¬ 
rated a superb new clubhouse and 
changing rooms with a balcony, 
would never have happened with¬ 
out John’s bid writing and organi¬ 



sational ability, contacts and a de¬ 
termination not to be beaten. 

Looking to take the club to anoth¬ 
er level, John then turned his atten¬ 
tions to achieving another long held 
club ambition under his leadership 
- a place amongst the elite of club 
cricket on the south coast. 

Frustrated as everyone at Ventnor 
was by the refusal of the South¬ 
ern Premier League to recognise 
Steephill as a Premier Division 
ground - the club won five succes¬ 
sive Division 2 titles and six in eight 
years - John pursued another av¬ 
enue in 2007. 

Working with the club’s late Presi¬ 


dent Brian Gardener (whose dream 
was to create a cricket ground of 
First Class standard near his Is¬ 
land home), the pair led a project to 
transform farm land off Blackwater 
Road, south of Newport, into one of 
finest cricket venues outside of the 
professional game. 

In 2010, Ventnor made their debut 
at Newclose in the Premier Divi¬ 
sion of the ECB accredited South¬ 
ern League, a proud moment for 
Ventnor and Hilsum himself. 

The production line of talented 
young Ventnor players has been 
extraordinary and John played a 
significant role in that success for 
more than 20 years, both in his role 
as a coach, club ambassador and 
supporter as their careers have 
blossomed. 

Hilsum’s passion and affection 
for Ventnor Cricket Club was un¬ 
rivalled, yet so much of his excep¬ 
tional work has benefitted the wider 
Island cricket scene, particularly 
in relation to the development of 
young players. 

He was instrumental in the devel¬ 
opment of island cricket, coaching 
numerous aspiring young cricket¬ 
ers towards a niche in the profes¬ 
sional game. 

No-one has taken greater pleas¬ 
ure in the achievements of Danny 
Briggs (who went on to play for 
England), Chris Russell (Worcester¬ 
shire) and Steve Snell, formerly of 
Gloucestershire and now a coach 
at Somerset, where Adam Hose has 
subsequently broken into the coun¬ 
ty game. 

Mark Garaway, another Hilsum 
‘graduate,’ became England’s ana¬ 


lyst (during the Duncan Fletcher 
Ashes-winning management reign) 
and is now coaching at Millfield. 

John’s own son, Ian was on the 
Hampshire Academy and captained 
Ventnor to their successes in Pre¬ 
mier League cricket and was a 
prominent batsman/leg spinner for 
the island club. 

John was the lifeblood of the club, 
spending many a happy, sunny af¬ 
ternoon on his favourite bar stool at 
Steephill with Mai Sketchley, until 
the sad death of his old team-mate 
three years ago. 

Hugh Griffiths, secretary to the 
trustees of Newclose County Crick¬ 
et Ground, was among those who 
paid tribute. 

He said: “Throughout all of his 
achievements in cricket, John re¬ 
mained an extremely modest man. 

“He never wanted any praise for 
what he had done. He just did it be¬ 
cause he loved the Island, loved the 
community and loved cricket.” 

Mr Hilsum’s work within the 
Island’s cricket community as a 
player, coach and founder member 
of the Isle of Wight Cricket Coach¬ 
ing Association was recognised by 
a Sky Sports award several years 
ago and, more recently, when he 
received a British Empire Medal 
(BEM) in the 2016 New Year’s Hon¬ 
ours list. 

There can be few volunteers in lo¬ 
cal sport who have given so much of 
their time over so many years for 
the benefit of others. 

John Hilsum was a remarkable 
man who gave so much to so many. 

His memory will live on for dec¬ 
ades to come. 
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Hampshire U 15s collapse 
in ECB County Cup last 16 


A massive batting collapse, in 
which eight wickets fell for 36 
runs, cost Hampshire Under- 
15s a place in the last eight of 
the ECB County Cup. 

Hampshire had to beat Devon in their 
final group match at Seaton to qualify 
for the quarter-finals, but they nose¬ 
dived from 72-2 (Jovan Dhariwal 62) to 
108 all out and an eventual four-wicket 
defeat. 

The result left Hampshire in a dis¬ 
appointing second-from-bottom place 
in the west group, which Somerset 
(who Hampshire beat in their opening 
game) won with some comfort. 

Under 15 results: 

Hampshire 158-3 (Dhariwal 46, Mid¬ 
dleton 38) beat Somerset 154 by seven 
wickets. 

Hampshire 82-2 (Ayers 27, Pardoe 27, 
Kantolinna 23) beat Gloucestershire 
131 (Kantolinna 3-14) on faster scoring 
rate. 

Somerset 107 (Pardoe 3-18, Organ 
3-20) beat Hampshire 102 (Ayers 22, 
Young 5-45) by five runs. 

Hampshire 176-5 (Kantolinna 30, 
Trussler 30, Southon 27) beat Oxford¬ 
shire 175 (Kooner-Evans 5-14) by five 
wickets. 

Gloucestershire 184-6 beat Hamp¬ 
shire 183-7 (Ayers 47, Southon 47, Dha¬ 
riwal 41) by four wickets. 

Devon 107-6 (Pardoe 3-8) beat Hamp¬ 
shire 108 (Dhariwal 62) by four wickets. 

• Hampshire II lost to Nottingham¬ 
shire by 161 runs in the Second Eleven 
Championship despite Joe Weather- 
ley’s 180 not out. 





Hampshire Under-15s. Standing (from left): Zac Organ, Patrick Lewis, Harry Trussler, Ollie Waddington, Ollie Southon, 
Joe Kooner-Evans, Jovan Dhariwal. 

Seated: Joe Vaughan, Alex Ayers, Cameron Robertson, Miles Kantolinna, George Pardoe, Fletcha Middleton. 



Late twist in County 1 title race? 


Is there to be a late twist in the Hamp¬ 
shire League County Division 1 title 
race ? 

Alton’s first defeat of the season - an eyebrow 
raising 80 run loss on ‘foreign soil’ at Ventnor - 
cut the Brewers’ lead at the top to 18 points. 

The result fuelled optimism in the respective 
dressing rooms of Portsmouth & Southsea, Pur- 
brook and Ropley that the championship race 
might not be a foregone conclusion, writes Mike 
Vimpany. 

Previously unbeaten Alton found themselves 
on the rack at Steephill when Mark Fletcher (61), 
Pierre Kriel (41) and Mark Price (39) guided the 
islanders to 150-2. 

Although they fought back to dismiss Ventnor 
for 213, Alton were bowled out themselves for 133, 
with Hugh Calloway and Millfield-bound Marcus 
Horton sharing six of the wickets. 

P & S visited Alton today SAT in a critical pro¬ 
motion crunch match and drove the A32 full of 
confidence after pounding beleaguered Totton & 
Eling II for 409-5 at St James’s Park. 

Jack Davies led the way with a boundary strewn 
156 - 41 runs more than the entire Totton team 
(115) managed between them. 

Purbrook recovered from 118-5 through Ben 
Michel (45) and Alan Mengham (39) to post 220-9 
and then bowl United Services out for 109. 

South African Tim Niemand didn’t manage 


to score a third successive HL century; instead, 
James Forrest (76) took up the run scoring man¬ 
tle as promotion outsiders Ropley totalled 238-9 at 
the KGV. 

Hook hit back, with Dan Moore (67) and 15-year 
old Liam Doran (50) taking their response to 
211all out. 

Sam Gillott hit 97 as Shrewton piled up 316 be¬ 
fore restricting visitors Burridge II to 202 (Cam 
White 65). 

Left-hand pair Tom Kent (87) and Virat Sahu (55) 
shared an opening stand of 18 as youthful Fare- 
ham & Crofton rattled up 286-5 before Hampshire 
U15 prospect Ollie Southon (5-34) got amongst An¬ 
dover II, dismissed 188-8. 

Paul Longland hit a century as OTs & Romsey, 
two wickets down before they’d made a run, made 
327 - Sam Costley hitting an invaluable 48 before 
tea, 

Teenage left arm spinner Nico Newman, young¬ 
est of the siblings, took a personal best six-fer as 
relegation bound Ellingham were rolled for 117. 

New Milton nicked a one-wicket win over 
St Cross Symondians (163-9), while Bishops 
Waltham brushed away any remaining relega¬ 
tion fears with a 73-run win at Sarisbury Athletic 
II. 

With two matches left (after today), Ellingham 
and Andover II occupied the two relegation plac¬ 
es above already sentenced Totton & Eling II. 


Finals Day 
for So’ton 
Saints CC 

SOUTHAMPTON Saints CC 
play Nottingham in the semi¬ 
finals of the City T20 Cricket 
Blitz Finals Day in Sheffield 
on Sunday. 

The winners will play either 
Bradford or Sheffield in the 
final at 4.15pm. 

All the action takes place at 
Killamarsh Juniors CC, the 
first game taking place 10am. 

Southampton Saints are 
defending the trophy won last 
year with a nine-run win over 
London in the final. 

They are led by Hursley 
Park’s Matthew Oliver and 
feature all-rounders Nick 
Wheeler and Bothwell 
Chapungu and 18 year-old 
Totton & Eling star Ollie 
Perrin, last year’s player of 
the tournament. 

Sheffield’s team includes 
former Lancashire and 
England fast bowler Saj 
Mahmood. 



Vet’s ton 
in vain 

MIKE Swain completed his 
1,000 runs for the season 
and Terry Morton hit a 
century - but Hampshire 
Seniors still lost their final 
Seevent National Over-60s 
group match by three wickets 
to Somerset. 

Swain, needing a solitary 
run to bring up his four-figure 
tally, made 67 and shared a 
162-run opening partnership 
with Morton (108). 

But Hampshire’s 216-4 was 
overhauled by Somerset, for 
whom David Stephenson 
made 116. 

Chris Wood and Andy Yorke 
each took three wickets for 
Hampshire. 

Hook & Newnham Basics 
face Basingstoke & North 
Hants in the first Guy Jewell 
T20 Cup semi-final at Mays 
Bounty on Tuesday evening. 

Cup holders Rotherfield 
Park beat Andover by 25 runs 
to tee up a place in 
Thursday’s semi-final against 
Hartley Wintney. 

The final is at May’s Bounty 
on Sunday, August 28. 
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Get the smile 
you've always 
dreamed of! 


Louise was a very nervous patient and 
scared of the dentist. Using sedative 
medication, which helped to take away 
Louise's anxiety and phobia, 
dental implants were placed to help 
permanently restore her new teeth using 
our Same Day Teeth procedure. 

"I used to be a very nervous patient. 

But from the first time I met the team 
I felt at ease. Thanks to their support and 
amazing skills I now have beautiful teeth 
that feel like they are part of me. 

I feel brilliant and can't thank the team 
enough." 

Louise - Same Day Teeth patient 




SAME DAY TEETHE 


Book a FREE Consultation or 
reserve your place on 
our Discovery Days 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician, GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Tel: 01962 657 534 

www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester SQ22 6RN 



Whoever you are, and whatever vehicle 
you’re looking for, why not cast your 
eye over Exchange & Mart first? 

As the UK’s longest established 
car-buying specialists, we have an 
unrivalled presence across the UK - in 


all your local areas - so there’s more 
chance of finding just what you’re 
looking for much closer to home. 

Check us out today, and see just how 
easy finding the right car for your 
lifestyle can be. 



Exchangean d Mart 

www.exchangeandmart.co.uk 



BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks cheGkatrade.com 

VrTi2iDXHi juron ■ v jneu 
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the . 

vet 


where quality 
care costs less 




Meet Luci and the team 
at The Vet Southampton 

Did you know, we are up to 40% cheaper than other local vets - including the price of 
consultations, neutering, vaccinations, dental treatments, and even specialist surgery? 

We are a really friendly team, we treat your pets like our own, operate 
a walk-in service 7 days a week, have free on-site parking and also have 

late night opening hours - so why go anywhere else? 



y 

y 

y 

y 

y 


Everyday low cost 

- save up to 40% compared to other local vets 

High quality 

- no compromise 

Friendly team 

- all fully qualified 

Walk-in 

- no appointment needed 

Free parking 

- plenty of spaces right outside 



Visit us with this advert to 



Register for FREE, and get £5 credit 



on your account. 

A 


Address 

Auckland Road, 
Millbrook 
Southampton 
SO 15 OSD 


Email 

southampton@thevet.co.uk 
Telephone 
02380 019 133 
www.thevet.co.uk 




The Echo 
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SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 


Burnley.0 

HT 0-0 

Crystal P.0 

HT 0-0 

Everton.1 

Barkley 5 
HT 1-0 

Hull. 

Diomande 45 
Snodgrass 57 
HT 1-0 

Man City.L 

HTL-L 

Middlesbro.1 

Negredo 11 
HT 1-0 

SAINTS.1 

Redmond 58 
HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Hull 1 1 0 0 2 1 

Swansea 1 0 0 0 0 0 

W.B.A. 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Everton 10 10 1 1 

Middlesbro 10 10 1 1 

SAINTS 10 10 1 1 

Stoke 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Tottenham 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Watford 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Bournemouth 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arsenal 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chelsea 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Liverpool 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Man City 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Man Utd 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sunderlnd 0 0 0 0 0 0 

West Ham 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Leicester 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Burnley 10 0 1 0 1 

Crystal P 10 0 1 0 1 


Swansea.1 

Fer 82 
Att 19,126 

W.B.A.1 

Rondon 74 
Att 24,490 

Tottenham Hotspur... 1 

Lamela 59 

2 Leicester.1 

Mahrez 47 pen 
Att 21,037 

Sunderlnd.L 

Stoke.1 

Shaqiri 67 
Att 32,110 

Watford.1 

Capoue 9 


W D L F A Pt 
0 0 0 0 0 3 
10 0 10 3 
10 0 10 3 
0 0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 1 
0 10 111 
0 10 111 
0 10 111 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 12 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 


SkyBet Championship 


A. Villa . 

Gestede 21,45 

Grealish 84 

HT 2-0 

Barnsley . 

Carson 11 og 

Mawson 47 

HT TO 

Brentford . 

. 3 

.2 

.2 

Rotherham 

Derby Cty.. 

Ipswich . 

.0 

Att 33,286 

.0 

Att 15,049 

.0 

Egan 48,56 

HT 0-0 

Burton Albion . 

.1 

Bristol C . .. 

Att 10,089 

.2 

Naylor 88 

HT 0-1 

Leeds Utd 

.1 

Birminghm 

Huddersfld 

Abraham 44,90 
Att 4,579 

.2 

Sacko 27 

HT 1-1 

Newcastle . 

.1 

Maghoma 15 
Morrison 55 
Att 27,392 

.2 

Gayle 60 

HT 0-1 

Norwich . 

.L 

Sheff Wed.. 

Wells 45 
Payne 82 
Att 52,079 

.L 

HTL-L 

Preston . 

.1 

Fulham . 

.2 

Robinson 71 

HT 0-1 

Wigan . 

.3 

Blackburn.. 

Aluko 33 
Smith 67 
Att 10,809 

.o 

Grigg 14 

Powell 33 

Duffy 63 og 

HT 2-0 

Wolves . 

.2 

Reading . 

Att 12,216 

.0 

Doherty 42 





Bristol C 
Huddersfld 2 

Fulham 2 

Brighton 2 

Wolves 2 

Birminghm 2 

Norwich 1 

Q.P.R. 1 

Wigan 2 

A. Villa 2 

Brentford 2 

Sheff Wed 1 

Ipswich 2 

Barnsley 2 

Reading 2 

Nottm For 2 

Cardiff 1 

Derby Cty 2 

Rotherham 2 

Burton Albion 2 

Newcastle 2 

Preston 2 

Leeds Utd 2 

Blackburn 2 


PWDLFA WDLFAPt 


1 0 0 2 1 

10 0 10 

1 0 0 3 0 

1 0 0 2 0 

0 10 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 0 3 0 

1 0 0 3 0 

1 0 0 3 0 

1 0 0 2 0 

10 0 10 

1 0 0 4 2 

1 0 0 2 0 

10 0 10 

1 0 0 4 3 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 10 0 0 

0 10 2 2 

0 0 112 
0 0 112 
0 0 112 
0 0 112 
0 0 114 


1 0 0 2 1 6 

1 0 0 2 1 6 

0 1 0 0 0 4 

0 1 0 2 2 4 

1 0 0 2 1 4 

1 0 0 4 1 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 0 1 12 3 

0 0 10 13 

0 0 1 12 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 0 1 0 2 3 

0 0 1 2 4 3 

0 0 1 0 2 3 

0 0 1 0 3 3 

0 1 0 0 0 1 

0 0 1 0 2 1 

0 0 1 0 3 1 

0 0 1 3 4 0 

0 0 10 10 

0 0 10 10 

0 0 1 0 3 0 

0 0 1 0 3 0 


SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon.1 

Barcham 16 
HT 1-1 

Charlton.1 

Jackson 57 
HT 0-1 

Chesterfld.3 

Liddle 23 
O’Shea 45 pen 
Evans 64 
HT 2-0 

Coventry.0 

HT 0-0 

Fleetwood Town.2 

Jonsson 37 
Ball 51 
HT 1-0 


Bolton.2 

Madine 34 
Trotter 71 
Att 4,619 

Northmptn.1 

Revell 16 
Att 11,567 

Swindon.1 

Furlong 88 
Att 5,378 

Shrewsbry.0 

Att 10,296 

Scunthorpe.2 

Hopper 63 
van Veen 67 
Att 2,509 


Gillingham.2 

Jackson 6 
Kay 57 og 
HT 1-0 

M K Dons. m i.2 

Agard 28,33 
HT 2-2 

Oldham.0 

HT 0-0 

Peterboro.0 

HT 0-1 

Port Vale. 

Forrester 40 
Streete 75 
HT 1-0 

Sheff Utd.1 

Sharp 81 
HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F 7 

Gillingham 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Bolton 2 1 0 0 1 C 

Millwall 2 1 0 0 3 C 

Scunthorpe 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Chesterfld 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Walsall 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Port Vale 2 1 0 0 2 C 

M K Dons 2 0 1 0 2 2 

Bradford 2 0 1 0 0 C 

Bury 2 1 0 0 2 C 

Peterboro 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Swindon 2 1 0 0 1 C 

Fleetwood Tn 2 0 1 0 2 2 

Northmptn 2 0 10 1 1 

Oxford Utd 10 10 11 

Rochdale 2 0 0 1 2 G 

Sheff Utd 2 0 10 1 1 

Coventry 2 0 1 0 0 C 

Shrewsbry 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Charlton 2 0 10 1 1 

Oldham 2 0 1 0 0 C 

Bristol R 1 0 0 0 0 C 

Wimbledon 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Southend 2 0 0 1 1 G 


Bury.1 Inverness CT.2 

Pope 66 Boden 45 

Draper 65 

Att 5,324 HT 1-2 

Millwall.2 Motherwell.1 

Craig 24 Cadden 48 

Worrall 27 

Att 10,232 HT 0-0 

Walsall.0 H0M _ 

Att3, 914 D ... n HC 7 E c . 

nK-.rlf«Krl i P w D L F / 

Bradford .:". 1 . Rangers 2 0 10 1 1 

H'wula 11 st Johnstn 2 0 1 0 0 C 

_ ^ J „ Partick 1 1 0 0 2 C 

Southend.0 Dundee 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Celtic 1 0 0 0 0 C 

Kilmarnock 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Att 4,727 Motherwell 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Rochdale.1 RossCnty 2 0 0 1 1 3 

Cannon 43 Aberdeen 2 0 1 0 0 C 

Att 19,399 Hamilton 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Hearts 2 0 0 1 1 2 

AWAY Inverness CT 2 0 0 1 2 2 

W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 3 1 6 

1 0 0 2 1 6 

0 1 0 2 2 4 

0 1 0 2 2 4 

0 10 114 

0 1 0 0 0 4 

0 1 0 0 0 4 

10 0 10 4 

10 0 10 4 

0 0 112 3 

1 0 0 3 2 3 


Ross Cnty.3 

Boyce 7,26,47 
Att 4,204 

St Johnstn.2 

Swanson 56 
MacLean 75 
Att 3,739 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 2 1 4 

1 0 0 2 1 4 

0 0 0 0 0 3 


1 0 0 2 1 3 
1 0 0 2 1 3 
1 0 0 3 2 3 
0 1 0 0 0 2 
0 10 111 
0 1 0 0 0 1 


I Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 1 

Dumbarton. 

.1 Dundee Utd.0 

Docherty 54 pen 

HT 0-0 

Att 1,475 

Hibernian. 

.2 Dunfrmline.1 


0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 10 111 
0 0 10 11 

0 0 10 11 

0 1 0 0 0 1 

0 0 1 0 2 1 

0 0 1 0 3 1 

0 0 113 0 

0 0 113 0 

0 0 1 0 2 0 


Richards-Everton 33 og 
Cummings 78 
HT 1-0 

Morton. 

Kilday 25 
HT 1-0 

Queen Sth. 

Lyle 12,53 


Dykes 74 
HT 2-0 

Raith.,, 

McManus 17,51 
Callachan 50 
HT 1-0 


Ayr Utd .. 


Reilly 58 

Att 16,479 

.1 

Leahy 90 
Att 2,079 

.1 


SkyBet League Two 


Barnet.2 

Akinde 33 
AkpaAkpro 60 
HT 1-0 

Carlisle.1 

Lambe 37 
HT 1-0 

Colchester.2 

Dickenson 8 
Johnstone 82 
HT 1-0 

Crewe.0 

HT 0-0 

Doncaster. ...1 

Coppinger 49 
HT 0-1 

Exeter...1 

McAlinden 31 
HT 1-0 

Leyton O.gf&3^.0 

HT 0-1 

Luton.1 

O’Donnell 26 
HT 1-0 

Mansfield.1 

M Rose 49 
HT 0-0 

Morecambe.2 

Dunn 45 pen 
HT 1-1 

Notts Cnty.1 

Stead 18 
HT 1-1 

Wycombe.2 

Jombati 55 
Stewart 90 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Luton 2 0 10 1 1 

Barnet 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Colchester 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Yeovil 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Mansfield 2 0 10 1 1 

Hartlepool 2 0 10 1 1 

Carlisle 2 10 0 10 

Crawley 2 10 0 1 0 

Crewe 2 0 1 0 0 0 

Blackpool 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Grimsby 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Newport Co 2 0 0 1 2 3 

Wycombe 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Acc Stanley 2 1 0 0 3 2 

Morecambe 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Cheltnham 2 0 10 1 1 

POMPEY 201011 
Doncaster 2 0 10 1 1 

Stevenage 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Leyton O 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Cambridge 2 0 10 1 1 

Notts Cnty 2 0 10 1 1 

Exeter 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Plymouth 2 0 0 1 0 3 


Acc Stanley... 


Att 1,501 

Plymouth.0 

Att 5,129 

Cambridge.0 


Raith 
Hibernian 
Queen Sth 
Dunfrmline 
Dumbarton 
Morton 
Falkirk 
Dundee Utd 2 0 1 
St Mirren 
Ayr Utd 


2 1 0 0 4 1 
2 1 0 0 4 3 
2 10 0 10 
2 0 10 1 1 
2 0 0 1 1 2 


W D L F A Pt 


0 0 1 3 4 3 


0 0 10 11 

0 0 113 1 

0 0 114 0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


POMPEY...0 

Airdrieonians. 

.2 

Livingston... 

Att 4,742 

Crawley.1 

Collins 26 

Att 4,327 

Hartlepool.2 

Ryan 53,65 

HT 0-2 

Albion R. 

.0 

Brechin. 

Woods 74 
Paynter 75 

Att 3,322 

Newport County.1 

HT 0-1 

Peterhead. 

.0 

i 

East Fife. 

Turley 34 
Att 4,184 

Yeovil.1 

Eaves 78 

Att 7,800 

HT 0-2 

Stenhsmuir. 

.1 

Queen Park. 

Cheltnham.1 

O’Shaughnessy 79 

Att 2,884 

Blackpool.1 

Stirling 34 

HT TO 

Stranraer. 

.2 

Alloa. 


Potts 23 Malcolm 4,47 


Att 3,676 

Stevenage.1 

Kennedy 9 
Att 3,987 

Grimsby.1 

Boyce 79 
Att 3,686 


W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 3 0 4 


1 0 0 3 2 4 
1 0 0 2 1 4 
0 10 114 
0 10 114 


10 0 10 3 
0 0 10 13 
0 0 1 0 2 3 


0 10 0 0 

0 0 12 3 


0 0 1 0 2 1 
0 0 1 0 2 1 
0 0 1 0 2 0 


HOME 

P W D L F 
Alloa 2 10 0 4 

Livingston 2 10 0 5 

Brechin 2 10 0 2 

East Fife 2 0 10 2 

Airdrieonians 2 0 0 1 2 

Queen Park 2 0 0 1 1 

Albion R 2 0 0 1 0 

Stenhsmuir 2 0 0 1 1 

Stranraer 2 0 0 1 2 

Peterhead 2 0 0 1 0 


Mullen 13 
Buchanan 37 
Boateng 58 og 
Mullin 90 
Att 1,048 

. 2 

Trouten 29 pen 
Jackson 49 
Att 228 

.3 

Kerr 5 
Smith 45 
Lamont 66 
Att 492 


.5 

Spence 17,33 
Flannigan 23 
Kirkpatrick 29,40 
Att 448 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

1 0 0 5 2 6 

1 0 0 4 2 6 

1 0 0 2 0 6 

1 0 0 3 0 4 

1 0 0 3 1 3 

1 0 0 2 1 3 

0 1 0 2 2 1 

0 0 112 0 

0 0 115 0 

0 0 1 0 4 0 


I Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 

1 

Berwick. 

2 

Annan Athletic... 

.0 

Thomson 4 

McKenna 65 

HT TO 

Elgin. 

.3 

Edinburgh City.. 

Att 366 

.0 

Gunn 17 

Sutherland 21,25 

HT 3-0 

Forfar. 

.4 

Cowdenbth. 

Att 610 

.3 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Denholm 24 
Peters 51 
Swankie 87 
HT 2-1 

Montrose. 

Templeman 77 
HT 0-1 

Stirling A. 

Forsyth 79 
HT 0-0 


Sives 17 
Todorov 59 
Moore 80 

Att 516 

...1 Arbroath...1 

McCord 34 
Att 794 

.1 

Higgins 73 


Clyde.. 


Aberdeen.. 

HT 0-0 

Celtic. 

.0 Hearts.0 

Att 13,559 

P Partick P 

Postponed - ne 

w date to be confirmed. 


Dundee. 

1 Ranaers 

.2 

O’Hara 44 

Forrester 14 



Miller 39 

HT 1-2 


Att 9,702 

Hamilton... 

.1 Kilmarnock. 

.2 

Long ridge 27 


Boyd 72 


Elgin 
Forfar 
Berwick 
Clyde 
Annan Ath 
Arbroath 
Stirling A 
Montrose 


2 1 0 0 2 0 

2 1 0 0 2 1 

2 1 0 0 3 2 

2 0 10 1 1 

2 0 10 1 1 

2 0 1 


Cowdenbth 2 0 0 1 
Edinburgh City2 0 0 1 


W D L F A Pt 
10 0 10 6 
1 0 0 3 2 6 


0 0 1 0 2 3 
0 10 112 
0 0 1 2 3 1 
0 0 112 1 
0 0 1 3 4 0 
0 0 1 0 3 0 


Vanarama National League 


Aldershot.2 

Fenelon 3 
Rendell 58 
HT 1-0 

Braintree Town.1 

Barnard 81 pen 

HT 0-2 

Chester FC.1 

Alabi 31 

HT 1-1 

Dover.2 

Emmanuel 34 
Lafayette 75 

Forest Grn.1 

Bennett 90 
HT 0-0 

Guiseley.0 

HT 0-1 

Lincoln City.L 

Habergham 51 
HT 0-1 

Solihull Moors.L 

Daly 4 
HT 1-0 

Southport.L 

Almond 19 pen,88 
HT 1-1 

Torquay.1 

Williams 39 
HT 1-0 

Tranmere.L 

S Jennings 24 
HT 1-1 

York. 

Heslop 88 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Solihull Moors3 110 3 2 
Lincoln City 2 1 0 0 6 1 

Gateshead 3 1 0 0 3 0 

Boreham W 2 1 0 0 1 0 

Tranmere 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Macclesfld 3 1 0 0 2 0 

Dagenham 310030 
Aldershot 3 2 0 0 3 0 

Maidstone U 3 0 1 0 1 1 

EASTLEIGH 2 1 0 0 2 1 

York 2 10 0 10 

Forest Grn 3 110 2 1 

Dover 3 10 1 3 4 

Wrexham 3 0 1 0 0 0 

Barrow 3 10 0 1 0 

Torquay 3 110 2 1 

Chester FC 3 10 1 4 3 

Braintree Tn 3 0 1 1 2 4 

Woking 2 0 0 1 1 3 

Sutton Utd 2 0 0 1 1 3 

N Ferriby 3 0 1 0 0 0 

Guiseley 3 0 0 2 2 5 

Bromley 3 0 0 1 0 2 

Southport 2 0 0 1 0 3 


Wrexham.0 

Att 1,907 

Macclesfld.3 

Rowe 10 
Holroyd 31 
Sampson 73 
Att 703 

Maidstone Utd.3 

Acheampong 20 
Greenhalgh 57 
Flisher 64 

N Ferriby.0 

HT 1-0 

Gateshead.0 

Dagenham.2 

Assombalonga 6 
Hawkins 76 

Sutton Utd.L 

Wishart 23 
Collins 83 

Bromley.L 

Woking.L 

Lewis 13 
Att 702 

Barrow.1 

Bennett 90 

EASTLEIGH.L 

Dugdale 30 

L Boreham W.L 

Shakes 89 


W D L F A Pt 
1 0 0 3 1 7 
1 0 0 3 1 6 
10 13 16 
1 0 0 4 1 6 
1 0 0 2 0 6 
10 13 2 6 
10 12 3 6 
0 0 10 16 
10 13 2 4 
0 10 114 
0 10 114 
0 0 10 14 
0 1 0 0 0 4 


0 0 1 0 2 4 
0 0 1 0 3 3 
0 1 0 0 0 2 
0 1 0 2 2 1 


0 0 112 0 
0 0 2 0 2 0 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Bath City.L 

Hemmings 34 
Monthe 65 
Fleetwood 80 

Chelmsford.1 

Jeffers 65 
HT 0-0 

Concord Rgs.0 

HT 0-2 

Gosport Borough.L 

Bentley 35 
HT 1-1 

Hampton & Richmond.. .L 

Lowe 56 

HT 0-0 

H Hempstead.L 

Poku 32 og 
HT 1-0 

Hungerford Town.L 

HT 0-1 

Poole Town.L 

Gillespie 12 

Wealdstone.L 

Benyon 8 
Koroma 30 

Welling U.L 

HT 0-2 

Whitehawk.L 

Mills 7 
HT 1-1 

HOME 

PWDLFA 
Chelmsford 4 2 1 0 6 2 

Truro City 4 110 5 3 

Ebbsfleet 2 1 0 0 4 0 

Maidenhead 3 2 0 0 6 1 

Weston-S-M 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Hampton & R 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Hungerford T 2 1 0 0 2 0 

Whitehawk 3 10 0 1 0 

St Albans 2 1 0 0 2 0 

BStortfrd 3 0 0 1 0 1 

Eastbourne B 3 1 0 0 3 0 

Gosport B 2 1 0 0 3 1 

Oxford C 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Margate 2 10 0 1 0 

Poole Town 2 10 0 1 0 

Wealdstone 2 0 1 0 2 2 

Dartford 3 0 1 0 2 2 

E Thurrock 2 0 0 1 0 1 

H Hempstead 2 0 10 1 1 

Welling U 2 0 0 1 1 2 

Bath City 2 0 0 1 1 2 

0 0 3 1 5 


St Albans.L 

HT 1-0 

Dartford.1 

Wanadio 54 
Att 780 

Truro City.2 

Neal 34 
Pugh 41 
Att 198 

Eastbourne Borough L 

Romain 20 

East Thurrock.L 

Harlow 47 pen 
Ellul 78 

Oxford C.L 

Ebbsfleet United.L 

Sheringham 43 

B Stortfrd.L 

HT 1-0 

Margate.L 

HT 2-0 

Weston-S-Mare.L 

Grubb 15 
McClousky 44 

Maidenhead Utd.L 

Tarpey 29 


W D L F A Pt 


10 0 10 6 


10 0 10 6 


0 10 2 2 
110 4 3 


0 0 1 0 3 3 


0 0 1 0 4 3 

0 1 0 2 2 2 


0 0 1 0 3 1 
0 0 112 0 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 1 0 2 0 


POOLS 
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VANARAMA LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath City 3 St Albans City 0 
Chelmsford City 1 Dartford 1 
Concord Rangers 0 Truro City 2 
Gosport Borough 3 Eastbourne Borough 1 
Hampton & Richmond 1 East Thurrock 
United 2 

Hemel Hempstead Town 2 Oxford City 0 
Hungerford Town 1 Ebbsfleet 1 
Poole Town 1 Bishop’s Stortford 0 
Wealdstone 2 Margate 1 
Welling 0 Weston-s-Mare 2 
Whitehawk 1 Maidenhead United 2 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Banbury Utd 4 King’s Lynn Town 0 
Cambridge City 1 Chippenham Town 3 
Chesham Utd 3 Dorchester Town 0 
Cinderford Town 0 St Ives Town 1 
Cirencester Town 1 Biggleswade Town 0 
Hayes & Yeading Utd 0 Leamington 1 
Kettering Town 0 Hitchin Town 0 
Kings Langley 2 Slough Town 3 
Merthyr Town 4 Dunstable Town 3 
St Neots Town 3 Frome Town 2 
Stratford Town 1 Basingstoke Town 1 
Weymouth 1 Redditch Utd 0 
Division One South & West 
Bideford 3 Wantage Town 1 
Bishops Cleeve 1 Tiverton Town 1 
Evesham Utd 2 Wimborne Town 0 
Hereford 6 Bridgwater Town 0 
Larkhall Athletic 0 Shortwood Utd 2 
North Leigh 2 AFC Totton 3 
Paulton Rovers 2 DidcotTown 0 
Swindon Supermarine 4 Barnstaple Town 
2 

Taunton Town 3 Salisbury 1 
Winchester City 0 Mangotsfield Utd 2 
YateTown 1 Slimbridge2 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Bemerton Heath Harlequins 2 Cowes 
Sports 1 

AFC Portchester 2 Blackfield & Langley 5 
AmesburyTown 1 Lymington Town 0 
Bournemouth 1 Moneyfields 3 
Brockenhurst 3 Verwood Town 0 
FarehamTown 1 Andover Town 0 
Horndean 1 Hamworthy United 1 
Newport (loW) 1 Whitchurch United 1 
Portland United 3 Alresford Town 0 
Team Solent 3 Bashley 2 
Division One 

AFC Stoneham 6 Andover New Street 2 
Alton 1 Weymouth Res 1 
East Cowes Vies 1 Laverstock & Ford 7 
Hamble Club 4 Fleet Spurs 3 
Pewsey Vale 1 New Milton Town 1 
Ringwood Town 2 US Portsmouth 2 
Shaftesbury 3 Romsey Town 1 
Tadley Calleva 2 Hythe & Dibden 1 
Totton & Eling 0 Downton 2 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Clanfield 2 Hedge End Rangers 0 
Fleetlands 2 Bush Hill 4 
Hayling United 3 Overton United 0 
Liphook United 3 Locks Heath 3 
Liss Athletic 2 Infinity 1 
Paulsgrove 6 Winchester Castle 2 
QK Southampton 2 Andover Lions 0 
Stockbridge 3 Colden Common 5 
Division One 

AFC Petersfield 6 Michelmersh & 
Timsbury 4 

Four Marks 6 Netley Central Sports 4 
Headley United 1 Sway 1 
Lyndhurst 0 Upham 5 

Combination 

Bush Hill 3 Headley United 1 
Winchester Castle 5 Hayling Unitd 0. 
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